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INTRODUCTION. 


The present sketch of St. Viator follows 
closely the “Vie de St. Viateur,” written in 1855 
by the Rt. Rev. Ignace Bourget, Bishop of Mon- 
treal, and the “Vie de St. Just,” published in 
Lyons in 1886 by Rev. P. Gouilloud, S. J. 
These books have done much to popularize our 
two saints where French is read. For several 
years it has been felt that a life of St. Viator 
in English would be desirable for the American 
Viatorians, their students, parishioners and the 
public in general. 


The life of a saint is an inspiration to holier 
living. ‘To know the victors is a means of 
becoming braver combatants. What they have 
done we can do. Such was the generous senti- 
ment which stirred the still wavering young 
Augustine when he heard tell of the wondrous 
penances of the early hermits who had begun 
to people the deserts; and he accomplished what 
at first he had thought impossible. He bégan to 
lead a good life and he became a saint. History 
has repeated itself in countless less conspicuous 
instances in which the simple narrative of the 
victories of the saints, of the weapons they used 
and the heroism which they displayed has 
proved wonderfully stimulating to those who in 
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the church militant are striving for the mastery 
over self, the world and the devil. The life of 
St. Viator takes us back to an age of illustrious 
Doctors and Confessors of the faith, such as St. 
Ambrose, St. Augustine, St. Hilary of Poitiers, 
St. Martin of Tours, St. Just of Lyons, and St. 
Jerome, an age of wrestlers not far removed 
from the martyr wrestlers of the arenas. Read- 
ing the life of any one of these confessors or of 
the martyrs and holy virgins of the early Chris- 
tian age is an invariably effective spiritual tonic. 
It transports us into an atmosphere glowing with 
the ardor of supernatural faith, love and hope, 
and helps us to overcome ambient influences 
which tend to disintegrate our faith, to material- 
ize our charity and to deaden our hope. It not 
only imparts to us robust power of resistance, 
but dauntless courage to live what we believe. 
and to accomplish worthy deeds for the love of 
God and man in the hope of eternal reward. To 
this end, throughout the centuries, martyrologies 
have been read and the saints have been publicly 
honored by the Church. In our own day Holy 
Pontiffs have made special efforts to direct our 
attention to the pious practices of the early 
Christians who lived in the midst of paganism 
in order that our own cooling ardor may be 
relumed by spiritual contact with the glowing 
flames of their perfect love. To read the life of 
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a saint of the fourth century should, therefore, 
be profitable to all, even to the fervent religious, 
since those who are holy must become holier 
still, as bids the Apostle St. John. (Apoc. 
XXII: 2.) To read the life of St. Viator should 
be of special interest and advantage to the mem- 
bers of the community whose founder, by no 


_ mere accident, but for excellent reasons and with 


the approval of the Holy Father, chose St. Via- 
tor as their Patron Saint. It was the desire of 
Bishop Bourget in publishing his biography of 
St. Viator that its readers, and especially the 
Viatorians, might come to know St. Viator bet- 
ter, to love him more and to imitate his virtues 
more closely. The present sketch was prepared 
in view of the same pious ends. Fancy you hear 
the spirit voice of the good Bishop bidding you 
take the book and read it: “Tolle et lege.” 
May St. Viator bless all those who read these 
pages and may he by his intercession help us 
all to lead holier lives. 


A sketch of the foundation and spread of the 


community of St. Viator is appended, both as 
an act of praise and thanksgiving to God, who 
_has been pleased to glorify this young saint in 


our days, and in grateful acknowledgment of 
the inestimable favors which the members of the 


community, of its schools and parishes have 


| 


obtained through the intercession of St. Viator. 
It is our “Te Deum.” As other historical docu- 
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ments, it bears reliable information to those who 
seek it. Because this book is intended chiefly 
for American readers, the activities of the Via- 
torians in the United States have been dwelt 
upon at greater length than the earlier and 
wider developments of the community in 
France, Belgium and Canada. This exposition 
of the various occupations of the American Via- 
torians in schools and colleges, in parishes and 
in the mission field will, it is hoped, prove use- 
ful to young men who are considering the 
serious question of their vocation, and to teach- 
ers and directors of souls who will be happy to 
know the peculiar advantages and opportuni- 
ties offered by the community of St. Viator. 


THE AUTHOR. 


Feast of St. Thomas of Aquin, March 7, 1916. 
St. Viator’s Normal Institute, 


3208 N. Crawford Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


The Viatorians 


CHAPTER I 
ANCIENT LYONS 


Her Saintly Bishops 


The Clerics of St. Viator have abundant mo- 
tives to cherish a very particular love for the 
beautiful and venerable Catholic city of Lyons, 
the home of their amiable patron saint; for this 
city was the theatre upon which were displayed 
his humble and modest virtues, and is the pre- 
cious urn, which has sacredly preserved the sweet 
odor of his sanctity for sixteen hundred years. 

Every Viatorian, of whatsoever country, 
rightly regards Lyons as the object of a special 
filial reverence and love; a second Rome, a spot 
whither the soul, if not the body, makes frequent 
pilgrimages. For the church of Lyons is the 
spiritual mother of the Clerics of St. Viator. In 
her early motherhood she cradled Viator, and 
later brought forth that race of educators which 
bears his name. It was Vourles, a pious hamlet 
of the vast diocese of Lyons, which saw the rise 
of that little band of Christian teachers who 
placed themselves under the patronage of their 
prototype, St. Viator, the Catechist par excel- 
lence, with the high purpose of treading in his 
saintly footsteps. These educators, as Catholics, 





ie 
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in one unanimous acclaim with all Christendom, 
salute the great Mother Church with the enthus- 
iastic “Ave Roma Immortalis!” As Viatorians, 
sons of Lyons, the eldest daughter of Rome, they 
shout with loving veneration, “Ave Lugdunum 
Immortale.” Hence their filial love for so good 
and beneficent a mother must ever incite them to 
learn more and more and proclaim far and wide 
whatever will enhance her glory; it will espe- 
cially urge them to acquire a familiar acquaint- 
ance with the holy personages, who sanctified 
themselves there, and ever to consider them as 
their fathers in the religious life, and their pa- 
trons and models. As the scions of a noble race 
contemplate with reverence and delight the artis- 
tic medallions, statues and tapestries which dec- 
orate their palace halls, telling of the mighty 
deeds of their high-born ancestry, so the Clerics 
of St. Viator, who, with legitimate pride, may 
consider themselves descendants of the valiant 
church of Lyons, will love to behold, even if but 
vaguely limned, the heroic traits of her early 
martyrs, confessors and saintly virgins, among 
whom they will delightedly discover their own 
loved Viator. Even this cursory glance at the 
founders of the primitial church of Gaul, the 
immediate predecessors and the contemporaries 
of St. Viator, will help them to conceive a yet 
clearer idea of the remarkable sanctity of their 
young patron, who, they will find, gives the 
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measure of his own saintly worth by his having 
attained the lofty standards of sanctity in his age, 
an age not far removed from Apostolic times, 
and a rugged sanctity all athrob with the vigor- 
ous pulse of those far famed athletes of Christ 
and valiant combatants for Holy Church. 


A circumstance sufficient of itself to reveal to 
us the eminent sanctity of St. Viator is, that as a 
mere youth and in an inferior rank among the 
clergy, his holiness shines with extraordinary 
lustre in an epoch when the church called none 
but saints to the service of her altars, and in a 
city which counts its saints by thousands. The 
rare virtues of St. Viator may also be inferred 
from the fact that twelve centuries intervene be- 
tween his canonization and that of the next 
youthful confessor, St. Stanislaus of Kotska. In 
all these things God has shown that he is truly 
wonderful in his saints, whose justification is his 
supreme work, and that he takes particular de- 
light in elevating in glory those who are humble 
and little in their own eyes. 

It will therefore be profitable for us at the 
outset to cast a rapid glance at the great virtues, 
which have illustrated the celebrated Church of 
Lyons; for the modest Lector, whom Providence 
has given as patron to the society of Clerics de- 
sirous of imitating his virtues, will appear all the 
more worthy of admiration and imitation in that 
he occupies so distinguished a rank among the 
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Apostles, martyrs, confessors and virgins of this 
ancient Church. 

Besides, it will be interesting to learn some- 
thing of the origin of the splendid religious activ- 
ities which have during the ages distinguished 
the city of St. Pothinus, and are still the wonder 
of the Christian world. The principle of this 
wondrous fervor is to be found in the lives of the 
holy pontiffs, who planted the faith in that fer- 
tile soil and conserved it at the cost of such pain- 
ful sacrifices; pontiffs whose indomitable spirit 
has perpetuated itself like a living flame from 
age to age in that privileged church, destined by 
God, for a so special an Apostolate; a spirit 
easily discoverable, even by the cursory observer, 
in the multitudinous good works that have flour- 
ished in the Church of Lyons. Cast but a glance 
at the saintly shepherds of Lyons and then at the 
countless institutions which they engendered and 
you cannot fail to note the striking traits of re- 
semblance between parent and offspring. Briefly 
then, if the physiognomy of Lyons is so mark- 
edly religious it is because she has conserved the 
features which were successively impressed upon 
her by the holy bishops who governed her since 


apostolic times. 
St. Pothinus, who belongs to this golden age 


whose intense faith and good works he shared, 
was sent to Gaul by St. Polycarp, the disciple 
of St. John, the beloved Apostle, to bear thither 


‘ 


| 


| strangers which its commerce attracted; the 


_ holy bishop established his see in this city, whose 
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the good tidings of the Gospel. Lyons was then 
famous for its wealth and for the concourse of 


| position he considered advantageous as a center 


for his evangelical activities. Hence, he labored 
from the beginning to make Lyons, above all, a 
religious city, and the history of subsequent cen- 
turies attests how successful were his endeavors, 
for this city has ever since been far more 
distinguished for its works of faith and charity 
than for its commerce, its opulence, its indus- 
tries and the other terrestrial advantages 
with which it was so singularly favored by 
Providence. 

During a fierce and sudden onslaught of idol- 
atry against the Christians in 177 Pothinus, 
Blandina and countless other Christians of 
Lyons and Vienne suffered martyrdom, the hor- 
rors of which are related by their survivors in 
so pious, eloquent and colorful a letter to their 
friends of Asia that it has since been considered 
“one of the most extraordinary documents pos- 
sessed by any literature,” and “the baptismal 
certificate of Christianity in France.” (See 
Butler’s lives of Saints, Vol. VI, p. 468. Catho- 
lic Encycl. Lyons. p. 472.) 

To St. Pothinus must be traced the devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin which so particularly dis- 
tinguishes Lyons, for side by side with the cross 
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which he planted on the summit of the moun- 
tain which the city occupied, he set up the image 
of the Mother of the Crucified. This salutary 
devotion became for the Lyonese a family heir- 
loom, so much so that we may say, in a sense, 
the august Virgin dwells with the Lyonese as 
she dwelt with the beloved disciple. 

One is particularly impressed by the survival 
of this beautiful ancestral trait of the primitive 
Catholicity of Lyons in its modern physiognomy 
when one considers the glorious basilica of 
Notre Dame de Fourviéres, ‘a sanctuary dating 
from the time of St. Pothinus, on the site of a 
temple of Venus.” On this same site in 1896 
in accomplishment of a vow, the piety of the 
Lyonese erected the present monumental 
church, which, crowning the majestic summit 
of the mount of Fourviéres, lifts up into the 
skies the magnificent statue of the Virgin and 
seems to proclaim affectionately to the city and 
to the world: “Behold our Mother!” How 
filially the city of Lyons cherishes this sweet 
affiliation is edifyingly evident when one, with 
his own eyes, sees every day a multitude of pious 
pilgrims whose confidence draws them to this 
venerated sanctuary, climbing the holy moun- 
tain through the many winding paths leading 
up to its summit; when one hears from morn- 
ing till night the sacred chants of the happy 
chaplains of the Queen of Angels; when, in a 
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word, one finds himself, as it were, saturated 
with the ambient perfume of the fervent 
prayers here constantly poured forth for the 
alleviation of every ill. 

(A Viatorian especially would not fail to 
note that this blessed sanctuary is in the keeping 
of the Brothers of St. Viator, who ably assist 
the local and visiting clergy as sacristans.) 

After the martyrdom of St. Pothinus in 177 
St. Ireneus, his immediate successor in the 
episcopal chair, continued by word and example 
to impart to Lyons those religious features still 
so distinct and luminous today. One may say 
that this holy bishop painted himself in a grand 
tableau, which throughout seventeen centuries 
has kept all its colors fresh and bright. To 
assure ourselves that it is St. Ireneus whom we 
recognize in his own features clearly impressed 
upon Lyons and its works, it suffices here to 
recall some of the venerable traditions which 
concern him. He was the light of Western 
peoples, and particularly of the Gauls. So well 
had he listened to and copied St. Polycarp that, 
even in his old age, he fondly remembered all 
that this good master had said and done. His 
faith and his knowledge shone with such lustre 
that he was judged worthy to represent in Rome 
those who had confessed the faith in Lyons. 
After having converted the few remaining 
pagans of Lyons, he evinced an ardent zeal for 
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the conservation of the faith and the mainte- 
nance of peace. He implored the mercy of the 
Apostolic See in behalf of the Christians of Asia 
who found themselves entangled in fatal errors. 
He begot disciples who distinguished them- 
selves in many Churches by their resplendent 
virtues. He was inflamed with a holy enthusi- 
asm to spread afar the glory of God and to 
promote the interests of religion. All consum- 
ing was likewise his ardent charity for fellow- 
man, either of the faith or still to be won 
to the sanctifying beliefs of holy Church. A 
glorious martyrdom crowned this precious life 
with a still more precious death, which he suf- 
fered heroically with 19,000 of his children,— 
generous athletes of Christ who with their saintly 
shepherd sealed their faith with their blood in 
the year 202 of the Christian era. St. Ireneus 
in a manner still lives in his Church through 
the spirit which animates it to this day. The 
evangelical fervor of Ireneus survives and is 
particularly evident in the sublime institution 
of the Propagation of the Faith which arose in 
Lyons; it is manifest in the zeal of its bishops, 
who send their best subjects to spread the King- 
dom of God in every country of the world, in 
the world, in the devotedness of its priests who 
consecrate themselves to the most arduous mis- 
sionary labors, in the sacred fire which burns 
in its seminaries and religious congregations 
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where ripens yearly such a harvest of vocations 
to apostolic life, in the generosity of its com- 
munities of women, whom the weakness of their 
sex does not prevent from dedicating them- 
selves to every species of laborious apostolate, 
in the courage of countless fervent souls who 
sacrifice everything for the glory of God and 
the salvation of their neighbor, in the liberality 
of so many beneficent hearts who make the 
noblest sacrifices in behalf of suffering human- 
ity—in a word, in that resourceful zeal to do 
good which invents succors for every need, 
alleviation for every pain and consolation for 
every affliction. And all these grand and beau- 
tiful deeds are crowned by the martyrdom 
freely sought and exultingly endured in distant 
and barbarous lands by the children of that 
blessed soil which from the beginning, like a 
fertile field, teemed with confessors of the faith. 


And thus again and again in the centuries 
that followed St. Pothinus and St. Ireneus did 
the bishops of Lyons continue to stamp upon the 
public spirit of that religious city the seal of 
their sanctity, their charity, their humility and 
all the other virtues in order to make it truly 
the city of alms, the city of good works, the 
city of every devotedness and every sacrifice. A 
few traits reproduced from the lives of these 
saintly shepherds will suffice to convince us of 
this truth. Let us then pass briefly in review 
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the other bishops as we find them in the Lyonese 
calendar. 

St. Stephen kept intact the deposit of faith by 
confounding the Arians, who, under the patron- 
age of King Gondebaudus, threatened to invade 
his flock, and by bringing back to the unity of 
the faith many of those who had wandered into 
error. 

St. Nizier was an angel of chastity. He 
showed his self-forgetting love for his people 
during the pestilence which raged in Lyons; 
he presided over the second provincial council 
of that region; he courageously resisted the pre- 
tentions of the nobles, who did not respect the 
ecclesiastical immunities, caused a great num- 
ber of churches to be built, founded a cathedral 
school and enjoyed the signal honor of having 
as his disciple the illustrious Gregory of Tours. 

In St. Lambert we find a pontiff who was 
affectionate in his compassion, firm in his faith, 
wise in his counsels, affable in his social rela- 
tions and always remarkable for his goodness. 

The chief care of St. Julian was to maintain 
the dignity of the primatial church of all Gaul, 
which he desired should shine above all through 
the virtues of the clergy and the people. 

St. Rusticus sent to Pope Gelasius abundant 
alms for the succor of the people of Rome who 
were in sore distress. So well did he expend 
the proceeds of the charity of Lyons that he is 
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said to have secured the ransom of four thou- 
sand prisoners. He was assisted in this holy 
work by a noble lady, named Syagrias, who 
devoted herself to the liberation of all the cap- 
tives whom she could free from the exactions 
of conquerors. 

The stellar lustre of the learning and piety 
of St. Viventiolus made people very justly say 
of him that he was as abundant in good works 
as he was eminent in knowledge. St. Elpidius 
was likewise remarkable for his profound sci- 
ence, his great sanctity and also his gift of mir- 
acles. Hence, all his enterprises for the divine 
Majesty were crowned with the most astonish- 
ing success. 

St. Patient distinguished himself by his zeal 
for building new churches and repairing those 
crumbling to ruins. Above all, he took admira- 
ble care of those spiritual temples of Jesus 
Christ who are the poor, for he showed himself 
singularly compassionate to their ills during a 
cruel famine, and his charity extended even to 
the poor of foreign countries. He never 
allowed heresy to taint his flock. 

St. Serdotus reéstablished discipline in all 
places and at great expense built the Church 
of St. George, which formerly was called the 
Church of St. Paul and St. Eulalia. 

St. Lupus obtained such a great reputation 
for sanctity and learning that from all parts 
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people flocked to his school for instruction in 
human learning and formation in piety. He 
presided over the Third Council of Orleans in 
538. His head is still preciously preserved in 
the primatial church of St. John. St. Oecume- 
non had the tact of making himself agreeable 
to the kings and the powerful, in order the bet- 
ter to safeguard the superior interests of reli- 
gion. Thus he obtained whatever he desired. 
He is said to have founded the monastery of the 
nuns of St. Primus; it is at any rate certain that 
under his direction that monastery was repaired 
and much enlarged. 

St. Etherus deserved the praise of St. Greg- 
ory the Great, who commends him for his ten- ° 
der love and ardent zeal for the maintenance 
of ecclesiastical discipline and the observance 
of the holy canons. He had the consolation of 
extending the hospitality to St. Augustine, the 
Apostle of the Angles, who had been recom- 
mended to him by this saintly pope; and thus he 
was able, in a measure, to contribute something 
toward the conversion of England, which is still 
today the object of the prayers of Lyons. Every 
Thursday in every religious community of 
Lyons there is Benediction of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in order to ask the reconciliation of this 
great nation with its mother, the Church of 
Rome. (The same practice is, with the permis- | 
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sion of the Ordinaries, observed in all the houses 
of the Clerics of St. Viator.) 

St. Antiochus, while yet a priest, was already 
distinguished for the great love he bore his 
bishop, St. Just. When the latter secretly retired 
into the Thebaid this good priest would not rest 
until he had found him. He then became the 
faithful imitator of his penance and his humil- 
ity. He remained with him until his saintly 
death, which he afterwards came to announce to 
the faithful of Lyons. He took an active part 
in proclaiming his merits and in rendering hom- 
age to the holy bishop and his faithful Lector, 
St. Viator. 

St. Remigius withdrew from the honors and 
grandeurs of the world in order to consecrate 
himself to God. Having become Bishop of 
Lyons, he used for the advantage of his church 
the favor he enjoyed at the court of Emperor 
Lothaire and at that of Charles the Bald. By 
reason of his credit with these princes he was 
enabled to add rich funds to the domains of his 
church for the needs of religion and the succor 
of the poor. 

St. Agobardus was tireless in his endeavors 
to enkindle zeal for the house of God, the chant- 
ing of the divine office and the functions of 
sacred worship, which he.desired all his clergy 
to perform with an angelic modesty. and a 
religious fear. 
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St. Eucherius lived a long time in the midst 
of fashionable and learned people whom he edi- 
fied by his singular piety. He had two sons in 
whom he inspired his profoundly religious sen- 
timents. With them he left the world, and all 
three being called to the episcopate were mod- 
els of virtue. The homilies of St. Eucherius all 
breathe the spirit of God, but he surpassed him- 
self in the panegyric which he composed in 
honor of the martyrs of Lyons. 

St. Lupician and St. Alpinus figure on the 
calendar of the saints of Lyons in close connec- 
tion with the names of St. Just and St. Viator. 
St. Alpinus was Bishop of Lyons at the time of 
the death of St. Just and St. Viator. It was he 
who organized the great feast for the worthy 
reception of the sacred remains of St. Just and 
St. Viator, which were religiously brought back 
from Egypt and deposited with honor in the 
Church of the Machabees. 

The life of St. Just, one of the greatest and 
holiest bishops of Lyons, is so closely interwoven 
with the life of St. Viator which we here pre- 
sent that a more complete account of him will 
be given in the history of his dear young disciple 
who made but one with him. 

In the catalogue of its saints the Church of 
Lyons reckons twenty-two of its venerable bish- 
ops; from this it is easy to conclude that the 
spirit which animated these saints was com- 
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municated to and took root in the heart of that 
city which was the object of their pastoral solici- 
tude and the center of their marvelous opera- 
tions. 


This good spirit, moreover, grew and waxed 
all the stronger in this privileged city because 
it was sprinkled with the blood of many 
thousand martyrs. For it is well known 
that the blood shed in behalf of religion has 
always been the fecund seed of faith and char- 
ity. Hence, one would not form a complete 
idea of this venerable church if he did not con- 
sider Lyons as the city of martyrs. Assuredly, 
this glorious title belongs to her and Mount St. 
Ireneus, which has so justly been called the 
Holy Land, would alone be an incontestable 
proof thereof. 


The Martyrs of Lyons 


The martyrs of Lyons are so numerous that 
Lyons may rightly claim the glorious title of 
being, Rome alone excepted, the city in all the 
world most profusely sprinkled with Christian 
blood. In this bright array of confessors of the 
Holy Name of Jesus we note the forty-seven 
martyrs who obtained the palm with St. Pothi- 
nus, and the nineteen thousand disciples of St. 
Ireneus who, together with him, were put to 
death for their faith. Among these figures St. 
Epipodius, who thus answered the seductive 
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blandishments and flattering promises of his 
judge: “Thy compassion is for me a real cru- 
elty! Were I to accept thy proffered extension 
of terrestrial life with all its delights I would 
but expose myself to die eternally in the tortures 
of hell.” 

St. Alexander was crucified and died with 
heroic firmness. No less indomitable courage 
and constancy did St. Minernus display. St. 
Marcellus, bruised with rods, was planted in a 
foss and buried up to the waist, in which posi- 
tion he remained exposed to the injuries of the 
weather, singing the praises of God during the 
three days he thus lived. St. Valerian remained 
impassive while his flesh was being torn with 
iron hooks until finally he was mercifully decap- 
itated. And how many countless others whose 
tortures are not narrated! 

We cannot, however, let pass in silence St. 
Blandina, the illustrious virgin martyr, the 
humble slave, who because of her faith was 
delivered up to the most cruel tortures, who 
triumphed over her tender age and the weak- 
ness of her sex, becoming a model of Christian 
fortitude and exhorting in fervid words as well 
as by her heroic example all her companions to 
bear up and never to yield in the face of suf- 
ferings. 

Be it remarked in all justice that if the ranks 
of the laity thus teemed with martyrs, it was 
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due in large measure to the leadership of a fear- 
less and likewise martyr clergy. Special hom- 
age is due to those who in their epoch devoted 
themselves to the work of the missions, for 
Lyons was even then, as she still is, the city of 
missionaries. St. Felix, priest, and the holy 
deacons, Fortunatus and Achilleus, were native 
Lyonese and disciples of St. Ireneus. They car- 
ried the Gospel to Valence, where, because of 
their religion, they were tortured on the rack. 

St. Fereolus, priest, and St. Ferjeux, his 
brother, a deacon, also belong to the clergy of 
Lyons. Their ardent zeal for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls led them to Besancon, 
where, after having preached the glad tidings 
of the Christain faith, they were beaten with 
whips and thrust into prison; their tongues, the 
victorious instruments of their eloquent preach- 
ing, were cut out, and they were finally decapi- 
tated. St. Andreolus, a subdeacon of Lyons, 
first evangelized the village which bears his 
name and won the palm of martyrdom at Car- 
pentres. St. Galmierus, also a subdeacon of 
Lyons, shone with so bright a lustre of charity 
that, from a blacksmith, he was elected to the 
sacred functions of the sanctuary. His one de- 
sire was to do in all things the holy will of 
God, and incessantly would he repeat: “Let 
us render thanks to God in the name of the 
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Lord.” This precious pearl was discovered in 
the dust of the forge by Blessed Viventius. 

St. Peregrinus was a priest of Lyons whose | 
body reposed for a long time beside that of St. 
Just. St. Privanus made solitude illustrious and 
distinguished himself likewise by his love for 
religious poverty, for all that he possessed was 
a miserable cell built in a garden. 

We have. thought it useful to premise this 
brief notice of the saints of Lyons before begin-. 
ning the life of St. Viator, for, we may repeat 
it, all the Clerics, of whatsoever country and 
clime they may be, must look upon the Church 
of Lyons as their mother and consequently must 
strive to know her and to love her tenderly, to 
know her as the mother of Saints who are their 
glorious ancestors in the faith, to know her as 
the mother of the amiable St. Viator, whose 
traits they desire to reproduce in their lives for 
their own sanctification and the edification of 
others, to know her as the fruitful mother of 
numerous and great religious families and of 
their own community, which, having been bap- 
tized in the Apostolic and missionary spirit of 
Lyons, soon sent its membership into the neigh- 
boring dioceses and into distant lands. 

This sort of ancestral worship, which is noth- 
ing else than filial piety for their spiritual 
mother, will gently induce the Viatorians to 
study with ever-increasing interest the glorious 
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origin and growth of the Church of Lyons, and 
especially to study with care the lives of her 
saints, their fathers, patrons and models, in 
whose distinguished company shines their loved 
St. Viator. 


St. Viator and 





CHAPTER II 
St. Viator, His Childhood, His Name 


St. Viator lived in the fourth century, a cen- 
tury in which the Church offered to the aston- | 
ished world the spectacle of the most wonderful | 
virtues. His life, though short, was so holy 
that it was as rich in merits as if he had attained | 
extreme old age. Very appropriately may the | 
words in which the author of the Book of Wis- | 
dom describes the death of the Just be applied 
to St. Viator: “Being made perfect in a short 
space, he fulfilled a long time.” (Wis. IV. 13.) 
From extant documents it is highly probable 
that he was born in Lyons about the year 360. | 
Of his piety as a child and of his perfect sanctity | 
as a youth there is, however, not the least shadow 
of doubt. Adon, the chronicler and martyrolo- 
gist, whom Surius and the Bollandists have 
closely followed, says in his “Vita Sancti Justi” 
that Viator was a child of excellent character 
(Puer egregiae indolis) and a very holy youth 
(Sanctissimus juvenis). In these brief but sig- 
nificant words does this learned martyrologist 
limn the attractive figure of St. Viator. It is. 
the merest sketch, but one in which are clearly 
discernible two salient features, viz., the natu- 
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rally amiable grace of youth enhanced by the 
supernatural beauty of sanctity. It is no won- 
der, then, that this young saint should be for 
the Institute which has been established under 
his patronage the object of an ever-growing 
veneration and more intense love, such as is St. 
Aloysius for colleges and St. Stanislaus for 
novitiates. 

What is known of the life of St. Viator fully 
justifies the judgment of Adon, which, more- 
over, is confirmed by the tradition of the Church 
of Lyons, where the feast of St. Viator is cele- 
brated with a special office on the 21st of Octo- 
ber. The fourth lesson of the office of this feast 
begins thus: ‘Viator, Lugdunensis Ecclesiae 
Lector, a sancto Justo Pontifice suo ob summas 
virtutes multum dilectus.” Viator, a lector of 
the Church of Lyons, was much beloved by St. 
Just, his bishop, on account of his eminent 
virtues. Furthermore, the Roman martyrology, 
which in matters of this kind is the highest 
available authority on earth, sanctions this wor- 
ship of Viator by inscribing his name among 
the saints of whom the Roman Church keeps 
such a faithful record. His name is even twice 
mentioned in the Roman martyrology: once in 
announcing the death of St. Just September 2, 
and again October 21,*the feast of St. Viator, 
the date of his earthly death and his celestial 
birthday. 
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The cult of St. Viator, it is clear, rests upon 
solid foundations. Happy are the Clerics of 
St. Viator in being able to place high upon their 
altars this young saint, whose ardor for perfec- 
tion must needs stimulate them to ever renewed 
efforts in the pursuit of alli that is fairest, truest 
and best. 

The very name which was given to our saint 
in his infancy seemed prophetic of the manner 
in which he was to sanctify himself. The Latin 
word viator means a traveler, and the after 
events of his life prove how wonderfully Viator 
fulfilled all the meaning of his name, for he, 
in fact, became a traveler when he left Lyons 
and went to Egypt with St. Just, whose extraor- 
dinary virtues he imitated. Surius says of Via- 
tor: ‘Hic solus beatissimum senem vestigiis 
insecutus est.” He (Viator) was the only one 
who followed in the footsteps of the very holy 
old man. 


That both traveled onward and upward as 
pilgrims, having no lasting habitation on earth, 
is equally certain. Surius again assures us that 
St. Just, when arrived among the monks of - 
Scété, advanced unfalteringly in the paths of 
virtue opened by Macarius for his disciples, 
walking beneath the eyes of God and of the 
angels and of Viator, who as a reward for his 
devotedness to his master, profited more than 
anyone else by the example of his virtues. ‘“TIlle 
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sanctus adolescens tam itineris quam virtutis 
suae particeps.” “This saintly youth,” observes 
the same writer, ‘was both the companion of St. 
Just on his journey and the imitator of his vir- 
tues.” And as it is but right and just these two 
earthly pilgrims who journeyed here below in 
.such close physical and moral companionship 
should reach the same supernal term, the bre- 
viary lesson of St. Viator tells us that a few 
days after the death of St. Just St. Viator fol- 
lowed him, no longer as the companion of his » 
pilgrimage and exile, but as the sharer of his 
happiness. ‘Non perigrinationis jam et exilii, 
sed beatitatis comes.” Indeed, by his absolute 
detachment from all worldliness his whole life 
was that of a mere traveler in a strange land, 
the life of one profoundly impressed with the 
lesson of St. Paul that “we have not here a 
lasting city, but we seek one that is to come.” 
fie). 12,°14:) 

St. Viator, then, seems to have been one of 
those select few who were from their infancy 
favored with a name prophetic of their celestial 
vocation. Hence, the devotion to the name of 
this holy patron must be particularly dear to 
the entire community whose sweet duty it is to 
strive zealously to make known the name of 
Viator in all places, and to cause it to be ven- 
erated and cherished everywhere. ‘There is in 
a name what the person who bore it and made 
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it illustrious stands for, and what those who 
have taken this name are doing to honor it and 
to keep bright its luster by reflecting in their 
own lives the shining virtues of its original 
bearer. All Viatorians may well cherish a jus- 
tifiable pride in the beautifully significant name 
of their Patron Saint, in whom are blended the 
rare charms of youth and perfect holiness; most 
commendably do they strive to reproduce in 
their own lives the distinctive traits of his sanc- 
tity, and to fashion their youthful charges after 
this amiable model; most loyally and success- 
fully do they labor in their filial enthusiasm to 
popularize the name of Viator by having par- 
ents bestow it upon their children at baptism 
and by placing their own churches and educa- 
tional institutions under the patronage of St. 
Viator. It is clear how un-Viatorian it would 
be for any son of St. Viator to seem ashamed of 
the remoteness, rarity, or humbleness of the 
name of Viator. Such a sentiment could only 
be the offspring of ignorance and of human 
respect, both disreputable parents to be heartily 
ashamed of. While modesty counsels self- 
effacement and the shunning of personal praise 
and the vulgar display of one’s own name in 
print, it, at the same time, dictates ascribing 
to God and to the intercession of His saints 
whatsover credit is found in one’s work. “Not 
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unto us, O Lord, but unto thy name give glory!” 
“Blessed be God in His Saints.” 

As the vital sap of the vine tingles in its remot- 
est tendrils, so by a refinement of divine ten- 
derness there is ingrafted in the very name of 
those close friends of God something of the 
power of sweetness of the Holy Name of Jesus, 
which is above all names. Be the name of Via- 
tor written on the white souls of his religious 
beside the symbol of Christ in which they were 
first baptized; be it blazoned on their banner 
and carved together with his figure in imper- 
ishable bronze and marble to adorn halls of 
learning, churches and cathedrals and to inspire 
in all, young and old alike, his perfect detach- 
ment from the things of this world and his own 
eager zeal for the better gifts, the meliora char- 
ismata, faith, hope and charity. 

A not uncommon trait to be observed in the 
saints is that in their early childhood they 
already gave unmistakable signs of the sanctity 
which was to blossom forth and bear fruit in 
their later life. The biographies of the saints 
as sketched in the breviary lessons or as fully 
written by Butler and other hagiographers, teem 
with examples of the extraordinary evidence of 
virtue in the childhood of saints. 

What is particularly remarkable in St. Via- 
tor is that the childish tokens of holiness were 
so soon followed by the full efflorescence and 
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perfect fruitage of sanctity in youth. He was 
made perfect in a short space. From his ten- 
derest infancy Viator evinced the happiest dis- 
position and, to the comfort of his parents and 
the edification of his companions and the ad- 
miration of all, he made steady and rapid 
advance in the path of virtue at an age when, 
ordinarily, children think of little else than 
games and amusements. Like young Tobias, he 
was free from what is merely puerile. We must 
naturally infer this much from the choice which 
St. Just made of this child of benediction to 
raise him to Lectorate, the second of the four 
minor orders. 


For, be it noted, this selection was not the 
result of a purely human affection, such as one 
may sometimes be inclined to bestow upon chil- 
dren who by their sprightliness and amiability 
easily win their way to the heart. For, in the 
first place, the breviary of Lyons makes clear 
the spiritual nature of the motives of St. Just’s 
affection for St. Viator by positively declaring 
that “he loved him much on account of his emi- 
nent virtues.” Furthermore, what both Adon 
and Surius relate concerning this holy bishop 
is such as to confirm us in the thought that in 
this, as in all his other acts, this great saint was 
prompted by the spirit of God. During a long 
term of years St. Just, says Surius, governed 
the Church of Lyons with such great purity, 
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litegrity, modesty, piety and patience; he 
bestowed such compassionate care on the poor, 
atd observed with such fidelity the divine com- 
mindments that he surpassed by the grace of 
his virtues even the priests who were most 
remarkable and distinguished for sanctity. 


There is, therefore, left no room to doubt that 
Viator was holily brought up and that his excel- 
lent domestic education had admirably pre- 
pared him for the clerical function to which, 
in these times of fervor, only those of well- 
known and well-tried sanctity were called. His 
vocation was finally decided by St. Just, who, 
finding in this youth all the qualities required 
by the holy canons, ordained him Lector. Nor 
can it be a matter of wonder that Viator, with 
such happy antecedents, received in his ordina- 
tion so many graces and such excellent gifts. 
For, although the sacrament of Holy Order, like 
all the other sacraments, produces its effect ex 
opere operato, from the work performed, as the- 
ology teaches, still it is likewise certain that 
its graces are made firm and lasting in propor- 
tion to the dispositions of the recipient. 


We cannot judge otherwise, when we observe 
the fidelity with which he acquitted himself of 
his sacred functions. -Herein our young saint, 
beyond any doubt, exerted himself to attain per- 
fection in the practice of the virtues which the 
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Church, in her Pontifical, recommends to thos¢ 
whom she raises to this Order, which, at tha 
epoch, especially, was of such great importance. 
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CHAPTER III 
ST. VIATOR, THE LECTOR 


_ Inspice et fac sicut exemplar. Exod. 25, 40. 
Look and make it according to the pattern. 


In order the more effectively to bring out 
of the obscurity and silence of the ages this 
humble Viator and to make him shine forth in 
the bright effulgence of the virtues which, like 
sparkling gems, adorned him in real life, it will 
be helpful, if not necessary, that we strive to 
draw for ourselves a picture of him as the model 
Lector. The contemplation of this exemplar, 
Viator the Perfect Lector, can but bring out 
more clearly and distinctly the beautiful traits 
of his Levite holiness and, in consequence, in- 
crease our admiration of his spiritual beauty and 
revive in our hearts an ever keener desire to 
fashion our lives after his pattern. Imitation, 
it has been well said, is the most sincere sort of 
admiration. It is certain that Viator fulfilled 
perfectly the functions of the Lectorate, since it 
was in the discharge of these duties that he 
acquired sanctity. Now, if we note what dis- 
positions the Church requires in those whom 
she elevates to this order we shall be enabled to 
see very clearly the peculiar virtues and merits 
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which shone forth in the Lector of the Church 
of Lyons. To avoid the risk of drawing a 
merely fanciful, perhaps a too highly idealized, 
picture of the perfect Lector, let us turn to the 
Roman Pontifical and other like venerable and 
sober authorities. 


In the first place, to begin with a mere defi- 
nition, the Lectorate is an order which confers 
upon the recipient the right of reading the 
Sacred Scriptures to the assembled faithful, 
together with the special graces to do this well. 
In token of this the officiating prelate bids those 
whom he is ordaining lay their hands upon the 
sacred book and says to them: ‘Take this, and 
become heralds of the Word of God. If you 
perform this office faithfully you will share the 
recompense of those who from the beginning 
have worthily announced the Divine Word.” 
It is well to note that, as the office of the Lec- 
torate is exercised in the Church itself, and as 
it has for its object the very Word of God, this 
order has always been considered superior to 
the other minor orders. In the Greek Church 
it is the only order in use below the subdiacon- 
ate. St. Ambrose observes that the Lecorate is 
both memorial and figurative; memorial in that 
it recalls the solemn reading of Isaias by Our 
Lord in the synagogue of Nazareth (Luke 4, 
16), and figurative in that it presages the hap- 
piness of the elect in beholding the fully 
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revealed beauty of uncreated truth, which today 
we descry through the veil of the Scriptures. 
(Apos. 5, 7.) 

While the chief object of the Lectorate was 
and still remains (though suspended in its exer- 
cise) the reading of the Holy Scriptures, it is 
- well to recall that in the discipline of the early 
Church the Lector was also required to make 
to the assemblies of the faithful such edifying 
readings as the pastor might judge useful. In 
the first centuries the Acts of the Martyrs were 
frequently read after the Scriptures. Further- 
more, the Lector, in addressing the catechu- 
mens, added to the reading of the sacred texts 
short and familiar explanations of the principal 
points of Christian doctrine. Hence, catechiz- 
ing and the special graces for this ministry are 
included in the order of the Lectorate. 

The Council of Trent distinctly affirms that 
“the duties of the Lector were also formerly to 
teach the rudiments of the Christian religion to 
the faithful.” (Catec. Conc. P. II, De ordine.) 

Again, the Roman Pontifical in its prayers 
plainly intimates that the graces of the Lector- 
ate extend to all that is necessary or useful for 
the worthy and fruitful exercise of its functions: 
“ad aedificationem fidelium absque omni men- 
dacio falsitatis.’ This grace will, therefore, 
give to the recipient a taste and a facility for 
all ecclesiastical studies, for Holy Scripture, for 


40 St. Viator and 


dogmatic and moral theology, for the history of 
the Church, for the lives and writings of the 
saints, and also for liturgical chant, since in 
solemn services the lessons are not only read, 
but also chanted. The Church through the 
voice of the ordaining Pontiff prays God to bless 
these newly-made Lectors, that by their assid- 
uity to study the sacred books they may be thor- 
oughly instructed and able to declare what is 
to be done and themselves to do what they 
declare. 

If we but pause to reflect a moment, we will 
easily perceive that there is a vast deal more 
implied in these broad and general terms than 
we are likely to think after a cursory reading. 
It will dawn upon us that in order to read well 
in public, to recite and sing well the liturgical 
prayers, to closet one’s self and pore over the 
sacred books, and to deliver to the young the 
food of sacred doctrine, the special graces of the 
Lectorate are by no means superfluous. 


Let us not disdain to descend to particulars, 
for we must remember that in studying the 
qualities of the good Lector we are in every line 
making ourselves better acquainted with St. Via- 
tor, the Model Lector. 

The professional reader, and especially the 
ordained Lector, should read well. Every 
teacher and every priest must sometimes read 
to his class or to his congregation. Each one's 
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experience may easily convince him that good 
public reading is notcommon. And why? Be- 
cause it supposes natural dispositions, applica- 
tion and a certain cultivation. To be a good 
public reader one must understand what he 
reads, and consequently read intelligently. But 
_this is not sufficient, for he is not reading for 
himself. He is reading for others, and hence 
he must read intelligibly, i. e., so pitch his voice 
and so well in all ways pronounce the words 
that he will be understood by all his auditory. 
Not only this; he must, by his earnest manner, 
compel attention and the reception of his mes- 
sage. Perfunctory, routine, lifeless, or hasty, or 
hesitating, or semi-audible readings are quite 
useless, often disedifying and almost always 
fatiguing. No one can say that these are an 
unknown quantity in his own experience. 
Hence, we may say that to have become a good 
public reader, a good reciter and a good singer 
of public prayers is to have corresponded with 
a very precious grace of God. 


It is easy to admire from afar the Scriptures, 
the Summa of St. Thomas or the Catechism of 
the Council of Trent, but to study these in a 
systematic or fruitful manner, one needs must 
have such a capacity for application, and such 
a fund of ardor and constancy as calls for the 
aid and support of God’s own grace. 
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Finally, the art of instructing children, of 
arousing their interest in the truths of faith, of 
keeping their attention and making them under- 
stand and retain the lessons given them, is far 
from being wholly human and merely natural. 
Very many highly gifted and well cultivated 
minds often egregiously fail, by themselves 
alone, to make their superior knowledge intel- 
ligible to youthful minds or to excite a relish 
for the instruction they impart. Hence, the fer- 
vent catechist feels the need of divine assistance 
and prays for it often especially before giving 
his instructions. It is also important to remem- 
ber that the perfect cleric does not regard the 
expressions of general satisfaction as the test 
of his work, but the solid and durable fruits 
which he produces in souls for the greater glory 
of God. He never loses sight of the divine pur- 
pose for which he was appointed: ‘Posui vos 
ut fructum afferatis, et ut fructus vester maneat.” 
To read, pray, or sing like a saint without self- 
complacency or ostentation, without precipita- 
tion or hesitation, with intelligence, gravity and 
unction, solely to instruct and edify others and 
to glorify God requires the grace of God. Like- 
wise to apply oneself to the study of divine things 
with courage and constancy through purely 
supernatural motives, to instruct the young and 
the ignorant with a steady zeal never slackened 
by their levity or their dullness, and without 
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vainglory in one’s talents, accomplishments and 
success is to be, like the saints, without reproach 
before God. 

But St. Viator was this perfect Lector. Long 
and fondly will every Viatorian especially de- 
light to dwell in the contemplation of the salient 
features of his gentle patron’s holiness; so that 
after the injunction of Holy Writ, “Inspice et 
fac sicut exemplar,” having observed well the 
model he may the better copy it. 

In St. Viator, the Lector, there shines forth 
first a great love of study, an ardent application 
to learn all that pertained to his office solely in 
view of performing well all the duties of his 
state. The ministry of saving souls through 
religious instruction, as St. Viator did, is, accord- 
ing to St. Gregory the Great, the art of arts, and 
is not learned in a day. In imitation of their 
patron saint, who was the model of the sanctuary, 
the catechists of St. Viator will eagerly study all 
that pertains to divine worship, the ceremonies 
and: their mystic symbolism; they will by study 
make themselves masters of religious instruction 
so as to teach according to sound doctrine, with- 
out any admixture of error, “absque mendacio 
falsitatis.’ What a saving grace is the love of 
study! The Catechists will crave it all the more 
ardently, as they mentally contemplate their 
youthful patron poring over the sacred volumes, 
making himself master of their contents and dis- 
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covering their wonderful secrets through the gift | 
of intelligence which he received in fullest meas- | 
ure by reason of the purity of his heart and the | 
special prayers of the Church in the ordination | 
of the Lector. They will fondly believe that the — 


plenitude of this gift of intelligence was vouch- 
safed him precisely because, in the admirable 
designs of Providence, he was destined to be the 
depository and dispenser of this rich treasure of 
celestial science in behalf of the Clerics, who, in 
taking his name, are to come into possession of 
this precious heritage. 


In striving to conform themselves to this pat- 
tern of the intelligence of holy things they will 
cultivate a great esteem for books of instruction; 
they will like St. Viator, moreover, flee from dis- 


tractions and amusements which are inconsistent ~ 


with serious study and will cultivate a fondness 


_ for retirement and silence. Thus they will suc- | 


ceed in gradually storing their minds with a 
wealth of divine truth which will make them 
resemble their model and will enable them to 
continue his apostolate. Especially will each 
Catechist, in view of this inestimable good, ad- 
dress himself with ever increasing fervor to that 
admirable exercise peculiar to the Clerics of 
St. Viator, the Legend; with piety asking God 
through the intercession of St. Viator “Give me 
understanding and I will search thy law,” be- 
fore reading the Holy Scripture. Again he will, 





a 


The Viatorians } 45 


when about to read the catechism of the Council 
of Trent beg of God to apply himself to reading 
and instruction in such a way as to be able to 
teach according to sound doctrine and thus save 
himself and others. Finally he will take and 
read the Following of Christ with the prayer- 
ful desire of “putting on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and of walking in Him.” This mind-filling and 
soul-lifting exercise performed twice a day with 
punctuality and piety is admirably calculated to 
fit the disciple of St. Viator to become like his 
patron saint a model catechist, one who, after 
zealously teaching the young the way of virtue, 
may hope also to share the reward of those apos- 
tles of whom it was said that from the beginning 
the word of God was mighty on their lips. Hav- 
ing charged their souls with a full store of sacred 
lore the Viatorian Clerics will feel something 
akin to the apostolic eagerness of St. Paul, who — 
declared he could not help preaching the gospel; 
he will experience some of that zeal which, as 
a beautiful tradition relates, led the young St. 
Viator to go about the streets of Lyons ringing 
a bell to call the children to catechetical instruc- 
tion. 

Again, “inspice exemplar,” look upon the 
model and imitate his manner of instructing, his 
manner of reading, of singing, of praying and of 
ministering at the holy altar. Not all the saints 
did great and brilliant deeds, but it is character- 
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istic of all of them that they did well whatever 
they did. And there is in this an humble heroism 
of virtue which we should not fail to appreciate. 
Since, then, Viator was a most holy youth and 
was raised to the lectorate by reason of his emi- 
nent virtues; and since, on account of his excel- 
lent subjective dispositions he received in their 
plenitudes the gifts and graces of his ordination, 
we are justified in declaring that he performed 
all the functions of his sacred office in a very 
perfect manner. This means that he read with 
intelligence and with unction, that he taught 
with authority and yet with an agreeable mod- 
esty, that he maintained before young and old a 
becoming gravity and yet a gentle grace of de- 
meanor, that when the eyes of all were riveted 
upon him as he expounded the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, the humility which adorned his pure soul 
shone forth most brilliantly. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that this amiable young Lector, 
this capable adjutant of his saintly bishop 
should win the hearts of all as he had 
won the esteem and love of St. Just; that, 
because of the perfect service he rendered 
to the children, to their parents and to his 
prelate by his teaching and his stimulating 
example, he should be held in such cordial and 
profound veneration while living, and should 
after his death become with St. Just the recipient 
of public demonstrations of homage paid only 
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to saints. Even thus early did Providence allow 
to be verified the promise, that those who ex- 
pound with zeal the divine word shall share the 
honors of the apostolic bands who from the be- 
ginning carried and spread far and wide the 
tidings of the gospel. 


And here, the Cleric of St. Viator, if he listen, 
will hear an interior voice, that of his saintly 
patron, whispering gently: “Fac similiter,” “Do 
thou likewise.” God who places his saints be- 
fore us as models says to the Cleric: ‘‘Fac sicut 
exemplar,” “Shape yourself after this pattern.” 
And thus the disciples of St. Viator, by repro- 
ducing in their own persons the saintly traits of 
their patron, will always succeed in conciliating 
the hearts of all, will secure not a vulgar and 
ephemeral popularity, but obtain and hold an 
honorable influence in the towns and cities 
which they edify by sanctifying the little chil- 
dren and training youths to suave and strong 
Christian manhood. For undeniably great, be- 
cause well founded, is the influence of a good 
teacher upon the parents of those children be- 
fore whom in class he stands in loco parentis, 
exercising the exalted prerogatives and the mo- 
mentous responsibilities of parental authority. 
By instructing their young charges in useful 
knowledge and rendering them serviceable, by 
teaching them the vastly more appreciable doc- 
trines and practices of our holy religion, by 
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training them to be good, docile, respectful 
toward their parents, the teacher projects his 
beneficent influence far beyond the walls of his 
school; he necessarily wins the esteem and con- 
fidence of fathers and mothers and thus aids in 
keeping them faithful to God and to the prac- 
tice of religious duty. 


From the moment of his entrance into the 
lectorate young Viator was dedicated to the pur- 
suit of Christian perfection. Singularly signifi- 
cant of this is the liturgical prayer which the 
holy pontiff who ordained him pronounced, in- 
voking God, in the words of the Roman Pontifi- 
cal, to increase in him the grace of eternal per- 
fection: “Ut angeat vobis gratiam perfectionis 
aeternae.” And consistently with the intent of 
this prayer the early discipline of the Church 
required that the Lector read and teach from a 
raised platform, from which he could be seen 
and heard by all. This elevated position, an 
outward sign of spiritual excellence, was for the 
holy Lector a constant reminder of the dignity 
and sacredness of his functions and an ever press- 
ing invitation to aspire to the “eternal perfec- 
tion” of the lectorate. Thus does St. Viator, the 
Lector, stand forth as a model for the imitation 
of all Catechists and especially for all the Via- 
torian Clerics, young and old, who in becoming 
religious have entered a state wherein they pro- 
fess to tend to perfection. Well may they hear 
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their holy patron exhorting them in the words of 
St. Paul: “Be ye imitators of me as I also am of 
Christ.” (1 Cor. 4, 16.) Devoutly must they 
wish and pray ever to heed this stimulating ex- 
hortation. 
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CHAPTER JV: 


St. VIATOR’S CALL TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE. HE 
ACCOMPANIES ST. JUST TO AN 
EGYPTIAN MONASTERY 


While St. Viator was engaged in the functions 
of the lectorate and displaying therein the vir- 
tues which distinguished him and endeared him 
to his catechumens, to the people and to his 
bishop, it pleased God to call this generous 
youth to the still higher perfection of the reli- 
gious life. The tragic incident which was the 
occasion of St. Viator’s vocation to evangelical 
perfection affords us a clear and convincing 
proof of God’s power to draw good out of evil 
by awakening in a very old man and in a very 
young man a vehement and contagious desire 
and an unshakable resolution to immolate them- 
selves, as it were, in vicarious sacrifice for the 
expiation of a crime ascribable only to the mo- 
mentarily triumphant malice of a frenzied mob, 
Father Gouilloud, S. J., in his “Vie de St. Just” 
(Lyons 1886), thus relates the incident re- 
ferred to: 


“For more than a quarter of a century had St. 
Just been governing his Church with incompar- 
able wisdom and with marvelous fruits of sal- 
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vation for his people, when in the year 381 an 
unforeseen event prevailed upon him to resign 
the episcopacy. A citizen of Lyons, suddenly 
seized with frenzy, grasped a sword and rushing 
out into the street began to strike fatally at all 
passersby. Those who were witnessing this 
grewsome scene sprang in pursuit of the mad- 
man, crying out: “Arrest the murderer!” Des- 
perately did the assailant defend himself against 
his angry pursuers, until at last, perceiving in a 
moment of lucidity the danger he was incurring, 
he fled in all haste into a church, probably that 
of the Machabees, and securely closed the doors. 
Meanwhile, however, popular feeling was in- 
creasing outside and rapidly taking the propor- 
tions of a riot. The exasperated mob now 
was threatening to set fire to the church. 
Bishop Just hastened to the spot and soon 
took cognizance of the imminent danger. 
Upon the repeated demands of a people, 
drunk with fury, he consented to deliver up 
the unfortunate refugee, but upon the ex- 
press condition that no harm would be done 
him. To pacify and in a certain measure 
to satisfy this justly irritated multitude he con- 
sented that the culprit be cast into prison. One 
of the chief magistrates of the city to whom St. 
Just made these conditions accepted them very 
formally, and upon his sworn promise St. Just 
gave over to him the madman who had been the 
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cause of the tumult. But no sooner was the un- 
fortunate man out of the church than the people, 
yielding to an excess of blinding rage, rushed 
upon him and tying his hands and feet, dragged 
him thus through the streets of the city until by 
dint of cruel usage they compassed his death.” 

In simple justice, continues Father Gouilloud, 
this murder was imputable, first to the magis- 
trate who did not keep his sworn promise and 
failed to take proper measures to restrain the 
mob; in the next place it is imputable to the pop- 
ulace which sought to do itself justice in a most 
inhuman and barbarous fashion. In all this the 
innocence of Bishop Just is manifest; his inten- 
tions were pure and he had taken precautions 
for the safety of the life of the refugee. 


However, this man of God forgot the respon- 
sibility of others and assumed culpability for a 
murder committed by a furious and irresponsi- 
ble multitude. With a delicacy of conscience 
characteristic of the saints and which dreads 
even the least tinge of evil he reproached him- 
self for not having safeguarded with sufficient 
foresight and firmness ‘the church’s right of asy- 
lum and more effectively defended the life of a 
member of his own flock who had sought shelter 
in the shadow of the holy altar. Under the spell 
of these distressing impressions he determined to 
resign his see and to go and bury himself in some 
distant solitude where he would spend his de- 
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clining years in the austerities of penance hidden 
from all who had known him and unknown to 
those who would receive him. 


As to the place from which St. Just started 
out to the desert of Egypt there is a controversy 
which is not lacking interest, especially as it in- 
volves the manner of St. Viator’s departure from 
Lyons and the motives which urged him to ac- 
company his venerable prelate. According to 
Father Gaultier, S. J.. whose ‘“Chronologie” 
Bishop Bourget follows in his “Vie de St. Via- 
teur,” the more easily to effect his design St. Just 
resolved to profit by his absence from Lyons in 
381 when as legate of all Gaul he went to Italy 
to assist at the Council of Aquileia presided over 
by St. Ambrose, archbishop of Milan and Doc- 
tor of the Church; upon the termination of the 
august assembly St. Just apprised St. Ambrose 
of his resignation in order to embrace a life of 
penance. Thence he immediately set out for his 
oriental destination, passing by Tournon under 
the pretext of bidding farewell to his honorable 
family, but in reality to effect at Arles the meet- 
ing of his lector Viator to whose discretion, be- 
fore leaving Lyons, he had committed his secret 
design, and whom he had invited to follow him 
into solitude. St. Viator proved worthy of the 
confidence reposed in him by his holy bishop, 
by faithfully keeping the secret entrusted to him. 
and by unhesitatingly answering a call which, 
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while very honorable, imposed upon him many 
painful sacrifices. 


Father Gouilloud, S. J., and Father Stilting 
(Acta Sanctorum, die 2 septembris) contend, 
with more likelihood that St. Just started to 
Egypt directly from Lyons some time after his 
return from the Council of Aquileia in the year 
381. They hold that the tragic riot which deter- 
mined Bishop Just’s decision to retire was pos- 
terior to the Council of Aquileia. For, had it 
happened before, how could a bishop who 
deemed himself unworthy of the episcopacy and 
intended resigning this exalted dignity, have 
nevertheless exercised one of the highest episco- 
pal prerogatives by assisting at the Council of 
Aquileia in capacity of primate of all Gaul? 
Again, they consider as the merest of arbitrary 
conjectures the opinion of Tillemont that St. 
Just made his design known to St. Ambrose and 
the other bishops, who, had they known of such 
intentions, would have insisted upon retaining in 
the episcopacy a bishop so devoted to the Cath- 
olic cause as was St. Just and would have pre- 
vailed upon him to remain at his post. 


Father Gouilloud is particularly emphatic in 
declaring that in order to assure the execution 
of his design to leave Lyons secretly Bishop Just 
kept the most absolute silence thereupon, speak- 
ing of it only to God. No, not even to his 
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trusted Lector did he breathe a word of it. He 
left Lyons unaccompanied, journeying seaward 
by the Roman road along the Rhone. In due 
time he arrived at Marseilles where his prepara- 
tions for sailing forth were soon made. He was 
in fact about to embark for his voyage when to 
his great surprise he was met by his young Lec- 
tor, Viator, who in some way had wind of the 
flight of his beloved bishop. Guided by a grace- 
given intuition Viator without delay set forth in 
pursuit of his venerable master and was fortu- 
nate enough to reach him in time to cast himself 
at his feet and to crave the favor of being ac- 
cepted as his servant and companion whitherso- 
ever he would go. ‘Touched by such devoted- 
ness the good bishop did not have the heart to 
deny Viator’s request, and admitted him to his 
company, enjoining upon him the utmost secrecy 
as to their identity. Thus together they departed 
from Marseilles for the shores of Egypt. 

This account of St. Viator’s unexpected ap- 
pearance and offering of himself to St. Just 
agrees substantially with a passage in the “Vita 
Prolixior Sancti Justi” by Surius, in which we 
read that St. Just was already on the point of 
boarding the ship, when Viator having over- 
taken him, to his surprise (wonderment or ad- 
miration), offered himself: ““Et navim conscend- 
ere parato (Viator) superveniens, non sine ad- 
miratione ejus, se obtulit.” 
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If we accept the first account we find much to 
admire in the course pursued by St. Viator; 
chiefly his fidelity to secrecy and his ready and 
generous obedience to the call of his bishop, in 
which he heard the call of God. The motives 
which urged him were purely supernatural. In 
the second version of the incidents connected 
with St. Viator’s departure from Lyons we can- 
not help admiring the spontaneous and generous 
movement of unsolicited filial piety which so 
irresistibly urged this youth to forego, of his 
own accord, all there was of promise for him in 
Lyons and to embrace a life hidden in the ob- 
scure service of an old man bent upon austere 
penance in some silent desert. The call of God 
is more direct; the answer is wholly void of any 
merely human motive; the self-oblation is all 
the more heroic. 

In either case the sacrifices which this call to 
a higher life demanded of St. Viator were 
equally great and equally painful to human na- 
ture, even when this nature is already spiritual- 
ized. What some of these sacrifices were it can- 
not be otherwise than profitable to consider. 


St. Viator, the beloved lector and popular 
catechist of the primatial church of Lyons, had 
to renounce his peaceful and successful ministry 
and expose himself not only to the fatigues of a 
long and difficult journey, but also to the uncer- 
tainties and discomforts of a life to be modeled 
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on that of Him “who had not whereon to lay 
His head.” He had to abandon what chances 
of promotion to higher ecclesiastical functions 
and dignities his already acknowledged merit 
seemed to hold out to him, and, in the roseate 
dawn of his life, efface himself in the obscurity 
of a solitude over which broods eternal oblivion. 
He had moreover to overcome a sentiment very 
natural at his age, viz.: the love of home and 
country. Those alone who have had to give up 
their parents and their fatherland for God’s 
sake can conceive an idea of what it cost the 
affectionate heart of the young Viator to aban- 
don all these cherished beings in order to follow 
Jesus Christ in imitation of his holy bishop. 

This sacrifice must have been all the more 
painful by reason of the circumstances which 
accompanied his sudden departure; for he was 
constrained to abandon his office, to leave his 
country, his parents and friends in the utmost 
secrecy, thus depriving himself of even the sad, 
but still comforting consolations of bidding them 
farewell. j 

When young missionaries tear themselves 
away from the sweet joys of fatherland and from 
the tenderness of good and virtuous parents to 
follow Jesus Christ into distant lands and to win 
Him souls, their heroic act never fails to arouse 
among fervent Christians a lively interest and 
manifestations of enthusiasm which go far to 
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sustain the courage of these men of God. But it 
is quite otherwise when one leaves his country 
as a fugitive and must forego even the pleasure 
of fondly embracing his parents for the last 
time. 


There took place in the soul of this brave 
youth a struggle which every young man experi- 
ences who aspires to a higher life, the struggle 
of the lower appetite against the higher, the 
struggle against the strong appeal of present ad- 
vantages, of great actual riches and the powerful 
attraction of even present spiritual goods; to 
abandon all of which often “‘the spirit is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” ‘To help him suavely to 
conquer the flesh which ever lusteth against the 
spirit, God’s special grace so efficaciously 
wrought in him, that, fixing his mind upon the 
divine promise of the hundred fold and life 
everlastingly, made to those who abandon all 
things to follow Christ, he not only left house 
and lands, brothers and sisters, father and 
mother, but even his country, his sacred function 
{i and his chances of preferment, thus, unlike the 
3 world a striking example of the most complete 
2%rich young man of the Gospel, giving to the 

detachment from all that is held dearest on earth. 

By his sublime sacrifice St. Viator, in the 
adorable designs of God, merited for those, who, 
fifteen centuries later were to place themselves 
under his protection, the grace of leaving par- 
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ents and country in imitation of his own perfect 
detachment, 
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CHAPTER V 


ST. VIATOR IN AN AUSTERE MONASTERY OF 
ScETE. THE CHURCH PRAISES HIM AS A 
MODEL OF RELIGIOUS PERFECTION 


The readiness of St. Viator to accompany St. 
Just on his distant voyage was for this holy old 
man both a source of admiration and a cause of 
grateful joy. It was as though heaven had itself 
sent him this generous youth to soften the lone- 
liness of his pilgrimage and the bitterness of his 
exile. Such was the role young Viator fulfilled, 
as we learn from the lesson of the breviary, being 
for St. Just the comfort, the help, the consola- 
tion of his wayfaring: “Solatium perigrina- 
_ tionis.” 

Both these holy pilgrims having left all things 
and thus being freed from every earthly impedi- 
ment, were now prepared to depart immediately 
for the eastern deserts and to make rapid prog- 
ress in the steep and rugged path of penitence 
and up the mount of religious perfection. With- 
out delay they embarked on their journey, for 
they were both anxious not to be recognized by 
friends who would have sought to thwart the 
execution of their project, and both were eager 
to reach those silent solitudes where alone the 
voice of prayer is heard. 
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They sailed from the port of Marseilles. The 
voyage was long and dangerous. In those days 
the safer and more comfortable modes of sea 
travel which, in God’s Providence, have become 
known to modern nations, were not in vogue, 
and the Mediterranean which our travelers had 
to traverse was then as today famous for its tem- 
pests and its shipwrecks. Viator here proved 
himself literally worthy of his name; he was a 
good traveler by reason of his patience, his cour- 
age, his fervor, and especially of the pious solici- 
tude with which he in every possible way suc- 
cored his venerable companion, who, under the 
disguise of an ordinary habit, concealed so great 
a dignity and such lofty virtue. The tender 
charity which the self-forgetting Viator thus 
practiced during the journey is the object of 
special praise in the office of his feast. 


As soon as they reached the shores of Egypt 
our two travelers immediately hastened toward 
the deserts of Thebaid. The sole object of their 
voyage being that closer union with God which 
penitential solitude would afford, they tarried 
neither here nor there to satisfy a vain curiosity. 
They did not pause to rest in any of the many 
cities of that celebrated country and to see the 
interesting monuments of pagan antiquity. 
Moreover, they must avoid the risk of being met 
and recognized by Lyonese merchants often on 
commercial errands in these distant countries. 
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Thus travel, which for so many others is a source 
of dissipation and sometimes of laxity and neg- 
lect of religious exercises, was for young Viator 
a new means of sanctification. The reason of it 
is quite simple: it is because he was traveling in 
view of God, in the company of a saint and 
under the protection of the Guardian Angels. 
Such must ever be the rule of the Viatorians; 
otherwise the sentence of the Imitation of Christ 
that he who travels much is thereby rarely sanc- 
tified, would apply to them also, especially if 
they want to see everything, hear everything and 
visit everything, and that, too, even though both 
the rule and the superiors forbid it. 


Our two pilgrims, leaving Alexandria, fol- 
lowed the Nile and wended their way between 
the Nile hills and the Lybian mounts through 
the desert of Nitria some forty miles to the 
southwest of Alexandria. Over six thousand 
monks dwelt in this Nitrian region, which is de- 
scribed by a recent biographer of St. Jerome as 
a sterile waste, a realm of solitude of gloomy 
aspect and void of every comfort. Close to this 
was the hermitage of the Five Hundred Cells, 
where as many anchorets lived in cells scattered 
over the burning plain, a terrible place, says 
Palladius, deprived of every consolation: 
“Locus terribilis et ab omni consolatione 
alienus” (Lausiaca, cap. 86). 
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And still at a distance of less than two days’ 
walk from these Nitrian schools of penance was 
the desert of Scété, compared with which Nitria 
was a pleasant abode. This was the spot which 
St. Just elected as his earthly purgatory: a track- 
less waste of barren sand where everything con- 
spired to render life insupportable; the scorch- 
ing sun overhead, the broiling sand beneath, 
rare, fetid and briny water, a few tufts of aquatic 
plants and here and there a lonely palm tree 
growing on the edge of a marsh infected with 
myriads of vicious flies. Such was the frightful 
solitude to which our two pilgrims came, drawn 
hither, as thousands of other Christians, by an 
irresistible desire of penance for the love of 
Jesus Christ. 

The number of hermits and cenobites had so 
increased at Scété that besides the great monastic 
church three other churches had been erected to 
answer the needs of the scattered penitents. 


Deacon Florus, in his Martyrologium (die 2 
septembris), says that St. Just came here with 
St. Viator in order to be under the guidance of 
those illustrious patriarchs of the desert, Ma- 
carius and Paphnucius. There were giants in 
those days, and Pacomius and Anthony, Maca- 
rius and Paphnucius were among these heroes 
of the penitential life. : 

Macarius, the Egyptian, had, while still quite 
young, practiced exercises of rigorous asceti- 
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cism in his native village. Contempt of all the 
world holds dear, made him flee from the haunts 
of men into the desert of Scété, where he was 
the first to dwell. He was thirty years of age 
when he arrived; and he lived there sixty years 
in such immolation of self by mortification as 
has never been surpassed and was seldom 
equaled in the history of penitents. There is 
exemplified in him and in his followers at its 
highest point the reaction of Christian virtues 
against the abject sensuality of paganism. The 
austerities in which he indulged seem almost 
unbelievable because apparently so far beyond 
human nature’s power of endurance. Thus to 
take but one meal a week, to snatch the mini- 
mum of sleep he must accord to nature by lean- 
ing at midnight against the wall of his cell; 
these were among the austerities which disen- 
gaged his soul from its fleshly trammels and 
gave it wings to soar to the highest summits of 
contemplation, whither he sought by his exam- 
ple to raise his disciples as the eagle carries 
sunward its fledgelings. 


One of the sun-gazing eaglets of St. Macarius 
was St. Paphnucius, who converted the sintul 
Thais, the Magdalen of Alexandria. So enam- 
ored was he of solitude and so shy of the com- 
pany of other solitaries that his brethren, in ad- 
miration of his eminent virtues, declared he 
lived habitually in the society of angels. Cas- 
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sien, who visited Scété at this time, says that 
Paphnucius shone as the sun by the brilliancy of 
his learning. (Cassian, Third Conference.) 
Raised to the priesthood and appointed head of 
the great church of Scété he redoubled his ardor 
for personal perfection, quitted not his cell, 
though it was six miles from the church, a dis- 
tance which he walked until the extreme age of 
ninety-nine years, carrying back on his shoul- 
ders his weekly supply of water. It is no wonder 
that men who, like Macarius and Pahpnucius, 
led a celestial life in a mortal body, received 
from God the gift of prophecy and miracles. 
Under their government Scété was in its golden 
age. It was a mystic Eden where monastic vir- 
tues blossomed so as to sweeten the desert and 
even cast the fragrance of sanctity far and wide. 

St. Just had with his young lector sought 
Scété because of its renown, and also because it 
was less accessible to European visitors who 
might elsewhere more easily have discovered 
him and revealed his dignity, which he so care- 
fully concealed. To place themselves under the 
discipline of the severe masters of Scété meant 
for our postulants a high degree of courage, and 
to persevere therein required on their part a 
faithful correspondence with God’s extraordi- 
nary help. Their postulance outside the door of 
the monastery lasted one week during which 
they received instructions from St. Macarius on 
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the austere mode of life they would have to em- 
brace, a life of complete death to self. Upon 
their urgent request the monastery door is 
opened to the postulants who are admitted as 
novices, the retired bishop of Lyons having 
passed his seventy-fifth year, and Viator prob- 
ably still near his twentieth year. After passing 
through the entire series of novice trials they 
were both admitted to the family of St. Maca- 
rius and took upon themselves the yoke of a rule, 
the very reading of which makes our human 
weakness shudder. (See “Collection of Monas- 
tic Rules,” by Benoit d’Amiane.) 


St. Just elected the eremetical life in order the 
more securely to conceal his identity, and he 
chose as his domicile a poor cell at some dis- 
tance from the great monastic church. There 
he tasted the bitter sweetness of penance, serv- 
ing God in prayer and labor, in sighs and in 
tears. St. Viator, who had espoused the lot of 
his master and associated himself with him in 
all things, dwelt in a cell not far from that of 
St. Just. There they spent their days, as the 
other anchorets, in prayer and contemplation, in 
reading and meditation of the Sacred Books and 
in manual labor such as weaving mats, the price 
of which was given to the poor, or served the 
needs of the monastery. Saturdays and Sundays 
they spent in the great Church, returning to 
their hermitage, each carrying his provision of 
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bread and water for the week. They had al- 
ready spent many years in humble self-efface- 
ment and in the holy rigors of penance, when a 
Gallo-Roman visitor, attracted to Scété by its 
widespread fame, recognized St. Just, his 
bishop, in the Sunday procession of simple 
monks, and cast himself at his feet in profound 
and loving veneration. Great was the astonish- 
ment of all, who now, in turn, the elders first, 
kneel to kiss the feet of Justus, begging pardon 
for having unwittingly ignored his superior dig- 
nity and merit; at the same time gently chiding 
him for having through humility sought his 
spiritual advantage to the detriment of others 
and for having lowered himself at the expense of 
the monastery which had offered him hospi- 
tality! Admirable primitive scene where the 
heroes of the desert vie with the bishop of Lyons 
in humility and delicacy of conscience! This 
revealment of his identity did not make St. Just 
abate his fasts and other privations, his prayers 
and prolonged vigils. Many of his prayerful 
hours were spent in fervent petition for the faith- 
ful of Lyons whom he had left behind. “Aberat 
quidem eorum conspectibus, sed utilitati pre- 
cibus aderat,” says the author of the Vita Sancti 
Justi (brevior). 

Such a hurried glance as we have taken at 
what transpired within the sacred precincts of a 
primitive monastic solitude will enable us to 


68 St. Viator and 


form a more definite conception of the heroic 
virtues practiced there by our saints. We shall 
be in possession of a more exact idea of St. 
Viator’s holiness when we learn on the one hand 
from the “Vita Brevior” that St. Just, the her- 
mit, led a life akin to that of angels: “Cum alt- 
quot annis in eremo angelis proximam vitam 
egisset’; and on the other hand that St. Viator, 
the holy youth, who was the companion of the 
travels of St. Just, was also the sharer and imi- 
tator of his virtues; “Sanctus adolescens tam 
itineris quam virtutis suae particeps.” Vita Pro- 
lixior Sancti Justi. Thus do historians agree in 
eulogizing St. Viator for having been the per- 
fect imitator of St. Just, the intimate confidant 
of his holy bishop, his inseparable companion on 
his journey, his consolation in his exile and his 
faithful follower through the asperities of soli- 
tude to the heights of sanctity. 

Thus favored by the stimulating example of 
his bishop and in such a favorable atmosphere, 
it is not surprising that Viator made such rapid 
progress in the path of religious perfection. 
Our holy mother the Church sings in honor of 
Viator the hymns which she has composed for 
her saintly confessors. As it was she herself 
who with maternal tenderness reared them to 
sanctity upon earth and led them to heaven, she 
cannot be in error in thus honoring their mem- 
ory. For, if the mother of a family knows her 
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own children so well by living with them in ma- 
ternal intimacy, mother Church must have a 
still clearer and more detailed knowledge of 
her saints. 


How happy we should ever be to listen to the 
inspired song of the Church in which she lov- 
ingly draws the portrait of our saint! In her 
hymnal melody she sings: “This holy solitary 
was mild, humble, prudent and chaste while in 
this place of pilgrimage. He considered as filth 
all the vain pleasures and the false riches of the 
earth. He trampled under foot the devil’s arti- 
fices and won brilliant victories over the cruel 
prince of hell. He distinguished himself by an 
ardent faith and proved himself ever faithful 
and fervent in all the exercises of perfection. He 
mortified his body by fasts and every species of 
austerities which have merited for him to sit at 
the table of the King of Heaven and to partake 
of the most delicious nourishment of the elect. 
This holy man having contemned the world and 
triumphed over the attraction of terrestrial 
goods, has entered into possession of heaven’s 
immortal riches. The Lord Himself hath led 
this just man in righteous paths and hath given 
him the kingdom of heaven.” 

Very true is this lovely picture of our Saint, 
because it is drawn by the hand of the Church 
whom the Holy Ghost guides in the composition 
of her sacred chants. In this picture we gladly 
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recognize the pious Lector of the ancient 
Church of Lyons, the fervent solitary of Egypt, 
the severe penitent of the desert, the true sage 
who, still in the flower of his age, had already 
attained consummate sanctity. “Consummatus 
in brevut complevit tempora multa.” 


Whence it is easy to conclude that for all, but 
especially for the Viatorians, even this brief 
sketch of St. Viator must prove profitable, be- 
cause we find in him a perfect model of all the 
religious virtues. For, in his desert monastery 
he made profession of truly virginal purity, of 
absolute poverty and of blind obedience. Noth- 
ing, then, can be more edifying than the life of 
this very holy youth, this sanctissimus juvenis, 
nothing better calculated to fire with a sacred 
ardor in the practice of well doing those who 
have consecrated themselves to God under his 
powerful protection. 


The Viatorians 





CHAPTER VI 


Hoty DEATH OF VIATOR. TRANSLATION OF 
REMAINS TO LYONS 


For lack of fuller historical dates our narra- 
tive of the earthly pilgrimage of St. Just and St. 
Viator already nears its term. There remains 
now to chronicle the edifying end of their mor- 
tal career, their happy departure from this vale 
of tears. It is estimated according to the scant 
chronological data available that St. Just died 
between his eighty-fifth and his ninetieth year. 
Born in the early part of the fourth century, he 
was already far past seventy-five years of age 
when he departed to the desert where he lived 
eight or nine years. St. Viator, the date of whose 
birth is between the years of 360 and 365, was a 
youth well on in his teens when he left Lyons to 
accompany St. Just to Egypt. As he died shortly 
after St. Just in the year 390, he was probably 
between twenty-five and twenty-eight years of 
age. 

As to the manner of their death historians, 
martyrologists, and the compilers of the lessons 
of the Breviary of Lyons agree in narrating it as 
follows: ‘The holysold man (St. Just) was 
now visibly inclining toward the tomb, bent be- 
neath the weight of years and spent by monastic 
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austerities. Many a symptom indicated that the 
end was near and that his saintly soul would 
soon take its flight heavenward. Viator, more 
than ever attentive to the needs of his venerable 
father, seeing the end so near and their separa- 
tion so imminent, was in tears and consternation 
at the thought of losing so tender a father, so 
kind a master. Deploring his own dereliction, 
he dolefully exclaimed: ‘Father, oh, Father, 
why dost thou abandon me?’ To this sad plaint 
of the tearful young man the dying pontiff 
answered: ‘My son, be not distressed as though 
all consolation were withdrawn from thee. Ere 
long thou shalt follow me.’” The supplication 
of the beloved lector of St. Just recalls that of 
the holy deacon St. Lawrence to St. Xystus: 
“Oh, Father, whither goest thou without thy 
son? Oh, holy priest, whither goest thou with- 
out thy deacon? Thou wert not wont to offer 
sacrifice without thy minister.” And the pro- 
phetic answer of St. Just likewise resembles the 
comforting promise which St. Xystus made to 
his deacon: “In a few days thou shalt follow 
me,” 


The venerable bishop of Lyons having com- 
forted his holy Lector in these his last words of 
tenderly paternal promise, slept in the Lord, the 
angels accompanying his soul to its heavenly 
home. The death of St. Just occurred Sept. 2, 
390. The tidings thereof brought the solitaries 
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from the remotest parts of the desert to pay to 
the bishop of Lyons, their brother, their last 
tribute of prayerful respect and love. 


Thereafter Viator’s chief solace in his loneli- 
ness was to recall the prophetic words of St. Just. 
With unquestioning faith and filial confidence 
he trusted in the promise of the aged pontiff 
whose inseparable companion he had ever been. 
And in fact the disciple was privileged by Provi- 
dence to survive his master but a brief period; 
for, effectively on the 21st day of October of the 
same year 390, the beautiful soul of St. Viator 
winged its flight heavenward, there to meet the 
blissful spirit of St. Just in the realm of eternal 
peace where parting is unknown. Paucts revera 
post sanctt Justi obitum diebus, eum secutus est 
Viator, non peregrinationis jam et extliu, sed 
beatitatis comes. (Fourth lesson of the Office of 
St. Viator.) Thus was the prophetic promise of 
St. Just perfectly fulfilled, Viator dying in the 
odor of sanctity only a few days after the holy 
death of St. Just. Well may we apply to them 
the words of the Holy Scripture: “Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” 


How tenderly indeed did the Lord pro- 
vide for the last moments of these two Saints! 
1In his last hour St. Just had the consolation of 
4St. Viator as a reward/for his attachment to and 
2assuring his dear disciple of their speedy reunion 
3in a blissful eternity and of expiring in his arms. 
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his respect for his bishop has the happiness of 
gathering from his dying lips the promise of his 
own near dissolution and entrance into heaven. 
Kneeling on the edge of the poor mat on which 
lay the dead pontiff, St. Viator, a very picture of 
filial piety, reverently closes the eyes of the good 
Father who has just left him, but left him only 
for a short space; for in transports of charity 
he himself, briefly. after, closes his eyes to the 
terrestrial scene to awaken in the light of celes- 
tial glory. 

These two saints having been inseparable both 
in life and in death, it seemed proper that their 
mortal remains should in some sense become in- 
separable. It is believed that the monks, on 
account of the episcopal dignity of St. Just, pro- 
vided him with a special tomb, and that on ac- 
count of the close companionship of St. Viator 
with the bishop of Lyons, the young lector was 
buried with, or near St. Just. 


The announcement made in Lyons, some years 
before, of the discovery of St. Just by the Gallo- 
Roman visitor, had caused among the clergy and 
the laity great astonishment and reverence, and 
aroused a keen interest in their long absent and 
much beloved bishop. This news determined 
Antiochus, a pious priest of Lyons who had been 
ordained by St. Just, to pay him a visit in his 
far away retirement. The legend of the Lyonese 
Breviary for the 16th of October relates that 
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‘Antiochus lived for some time as an anchoret 
with St. Just and St. Viator and that returning 
to Lyons he announced their holy death.” (Brev. 
Lug. Edit. 1844.) Although the ancient docu- 
ments are silent as to this visit of the priest An- 
tiochus, there is enough likelihood to render 
credible the account of it given in the Lyonese 
Breviary. That Antiochus became the organizer 
of a movement for the recovery of the bodies of 
St. Just and St. Viator is also quite in harmony 
with the sentiments of personal gratitude of An- 
tiochus and the filial eagerness of the Christians 
in general to possess the sacred relics of their 
saintly bishops. What is certain is that as soon 
as the inhabitants of Lyons heard of the death 
of their good bishop and of his pious lector they 
desired to have their bodies brought back to 
Lyons. To this effect they sent a deputation to 
Egypt, and they received the recovered relics 
of their two saints with profound reverence. The 
elaborate demonstrations of respect and love 
which took place on this occasion prove that the 
people and clergy of Lyons preserved for their 
shepherd after his death the same love which 
they had ever cherished for him while he lived. 


As to St. Viator, he simply could not be sep- 
arated from St. Just. Hence, his body was 
transferred at the same time as was that of St. 
Just, and shared in the glory and triumph ac- 
corded to the pontiff. Their bodies, being 
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brought back with great pomp and transports 
of joy, were deposited in the church of the 
Machabees, which has since been called the 
Church of St. Just. 


The original church of the Machabees had 
been erected near the Roman road to Narbonne 
on the spot where St. Ireneus and thousands of 
Christians had suffered martyrdom like the 
Machabees. This modest chapel had already 
been replaced by a more spacious edifice toward 
the end of the fourth century when it received 
the precious remains of St. Just and St. Viator. 
It is described by Sidonius Appolinaris as a vast 
basilica surrounded by numerous porticoes: 
Basilica copactssima, cincta diffusis portictbus. 

It was not enough, then, that the souls of these 
two inseparable saints should enjoy the same 
happiness in heaven; Providence had further de- 
signed that their bodies should rest in the same 
tomb and receive the same honors. The lapidary 
inscription which for many centuries adorned 
their tomb sufficiently attests that the praise of 
St. Just always contained an honorable mention 
of St. Viator. This elegant Latin epitaph was 
probably composed by Deacon Florus in the 
ninth century, in whose style it is written, and 
who refers to St. Just as ‘‘an ancient father.” The 
cold stone in fervent words bore witness to the 
paternal tenderness of St. Just and the filial piety 
of St. Viator. The marble slate was destroyed 
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by the revolutionists, but the imperishable text 
it bore had been frequently copied by pious 
hands and can be seen in the Ballandists, deta 
Sanctorum, die 2 Septembris. It reads as fol- 
lows: 


Hic Patris antiqui condigno nomine Justi 

In spe perpetuz quiescunt pignora vite. 
Membra beata satis, que semper dedita Christo 
Per varios semet cruce confixere labores, 

Ut melius celere rapiantur in era nube, 

Cum ceelo adveniens Judex effulserit ipse. 

Hic fuit egregius primum levita Vienna, 

Inde gregem Domini doctrina insignis et actu, 
Conspicuus presul Lugduni pavit in urbe. 
Post anachoretice vite flammatus amore, 
Longinque A‘ gypti sitiens deserta petivit, 

Quo senibus sacris pietatis foedere junctus 

Cum miram extremo clausisset lumine vitam, 
Plebis amore sue patriam revocatus ad urbem, 
Cum Viatore pio Christi tumulatur ad aram, 
Ut quos pervigili vivens pietate nutrivit 
Continuis precibus foveat per secula natos. 


Translation: Here lie in the hope of eternal 
life the remains of an ancient Father fittingly 
called Just. Blessed members, indeed, which, 
ever consecrated to Christ, crucified themselves 
through various labors so as to be more quickly 
rapt on airy cloud when the supreme Judge will 
come shining in the heavens. He was first a 
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model levite in Vienne. Then as the celebrated 
bishop of Lyons, distinguished for his learning 
and his good works, he fed the Lord’s flock in 
that city. Afterwards becoming enamored of 
the life of anchorets he eagerly sought the 
deserts of distant Egypt, where in union with his 
elders in piety he closed his admirable life. He 
was brought back to Lyons by the love of his 
people and was buried with the pious Viator at 
the foot of this altar, in the hope that he who in 
life nourished his children with such constant 
affection may continue throughout all time to 
protect them by his prayers. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


THE RELICS OF ST. VIATOR—FRUITS OF DEVo- 
TION TO HIs RELICS. 


After having been religiously deposited in a 
rich sarcophagus in the Church of the Macha- 
bees the relics of St. Viator and of St. Just were 
piously venerated and preciously preserved until 
the sixteenth century. In 1562 the Calvinists, 
having taken possession of the city of Lyons, 
laid sacrilegious hands on whatever was an ob- 
ject of Catholic piety. They profaned all the 
relics which fell in their power; and among these 
were the bodies of St. Just and of St. Viator, 
which by reason of the richness of the tomb in 
which they were kept became the particular ob- 
ject of the impiety of these fanatics. Again we 
find our two saints sharing the same experience. 

Notwithstanding the fury of these modern 
vandals, it was possible for brave Catholics to 
preserve the head of St. Just, which is kept to 
this day in the Primatial Church. A consider- 
able part of the body of St. Viator was also res- 
cued from the rage of the Calvinists, and kept in 
the Collegiate Church of St. Just, until the first 
French Revolution. But the impious mobs of 
these horrible days were not more merciful than 
the heretics of the sixteenth century. The cupid- 
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ity of the revolutionists reached out for every- 
thing that had any value and in their irreligion 
profaned everything that was holy. By a happy 
inspiration of heaven, the sacristan of the 
Church of St. Just took away in good time the 
relics of St. Viator and confided them to Father 
Caron, who one day noticing at his prayers in 
the church the Very Rev. Fr. Querbes, the 
founder of the Parochial Clerics of St. Viator, 
offered to commit into his custody the sacred 
deposit which he had in his keeping, because he 
considered that this rich treasure should natu- 
rally belong to the recently established Clerics 
who professed the service of religion and of 
education under the name and protection of so 
greatasaint. This unexpected gift was accepted 
with cordial gratitude; and since that time all 
that remains of the body of St. Viator has been 
piously kept first at Vourles, the birthplace of 
the community, then in Paris, and finally in 
Jette, Belgium, the present headquarters of the 
general administration of the Clerics of St. 
Viator. 


Thus through a most admirable disposition of 
Divine Providence the Mother House of the 
Institute, to whom it belonged in a special man- 
ner to propagate the spirit of her holy patron, 
has come into possession of his sacred relics. 
And because the spirit of the saints, as it were, 
filters into everything which they used on earth 
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as the odor of balm clings to the vase which con- 
tains it, so there breathes forth from these sacred 
remains a salutary virtue which thrills all those 
who approach them with devotion. This sweetly 
odorous virtue is the very spirit of piety, of in- 
nocence, of charity, and of mortification, which 
animated St. Viator all the time that he was in 
this land of exile. In fact his beautiful soul be- 
comes present wherever there are particles of his 
body, in order to hear the fervent prayers ad- 
dressed to him by those who venerate his relics. 
Such was the pious thought of St. Vincent de 
Paul whenever he prayed before the body of a 
saint; he always fancied that the soul of this saint 
was reposing happily in the body which it had 
animated and sanctified. 

Precious portions of the relics of St. Viator 
have been distributed among the principal 
houses of the Institute, where they are venerated 
with a religious and filial piety. On the feast of 
St. Viator, the holy relics are solemnly exposed 
and become the object of the most edifying piety. 
It should be kept in mind that God attaches to 
these sacred parcels the same graces and the 
same virtue that belongs to the entire body, pro- 
vided that we always approach them with the 
liveliest and most confident love in order to 
honor them as they deserve. 

_ In terminating this all too brief account of the 
life of St. Viator, nothing appears to us more 
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suitable than to indicate a few pious practices 
whereby this young saint, the patron of youth 
and of those who teach the young, may be hon- 
ored. This we shall do in the following few 
lines. 


° 


1°. To recite daily some prayers to St. Via- 
tor, especially those which are in use in the 
Community, in order thereby to secure the merit 
of the communion of saints. These prayers will 
be found in the next chapter. 


° 


2°. Often to have on our lips and still more 
in our hearts this short invocation: “St. Viator, 
pray for us.” 


° 


3°. In every action to unite ourselves with 
this holy patron by our interior intention, desir- 
ing to do all things with the same perfection 
that was his. 


° 


4°. To observe the rule with ever increasing 
fervor, considering it as animated with the spirit 
of St. Viator. 


5°. To celebrate his feast with a tender piety; 
and in view of this to prepare for it by a good 
novena and piously to observe the entire octave. 

6°. To make with loving confidence novenas 
or triduums in his honor whenever we desire to 
obtain some particular graces. To recommend 
this practice to others, especially to the children 
of the schools; this is an effective way of rapidly 
spreading his devotion. 
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° 


7°. In these divers exercises of novenas or 
triduums, to read each day a part of the life of 
St. Viator, striving ever better to understand its 
lesson so as to put it into practice; to sing hymns, 
psalms or canticles, but especially to resolve to 
imitate his virtues. 

8°. To inspire in all his devotion, but espe- 
cially in our students. 


° 


9°. To strive unceasingly to preserve in the 
hearts of children the treasure of innocence by 
teaching them to shun all dangerous occasions, 
by strengthening them through our instructions 
and the sacraments. And in view of this end to 
train them to a tender devotion to the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
to wear the medal which is the symbol of her 
sinlessness. 

10°. To prepare in this manner in each 
school apt subjects for the Juniorate, which will 
not fail to be a nursery of subjects well prepared 
to receive the religious formation which they 
will have to undergo. 

11°. To venerate in all possible ways the rel- 
ics of St. Viator; exposing them always with 
pomp and solemnity on certain great feast days, 
teaching the children of our schools and the 
young men of our colleges to venerate them re- 
ligiously. | 

12°. To place statues and pictures of St. Via- 
tor in our chapels, classrooms, playgrounds and 


84. St. Viator and 





gardens so as to see them more easily, to salute 
them, kiss them and render them the other duties 
of religion. 

13°. Finally, and above all, to imitate the vir- 
tues in which he particularly excelled, viz: in- 
nocence of life, purity of morals, zeal for the 
_ divine worship, devotion, piety in the service of 
the holy altar, application to sacred chant and 
to the liturgical ceremonies, detachment from 
parents and a filial and perfect attachment to 
ecclesiastical superiors, love of retreat and 
silence, fondness for mortification, and eager 
application to the study of Holy Scriptures and 
to the duties of religion, and, in a word, all the 
other admirable virtues which we may have re- 
marked in St. Viator during the course of this 
brief history. 

Adored and loved by Jesus. 

Suffer little children to come to me and forbid 
them not. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


OFFICE AND MaAss oF ST. VIATOR, SPECIAL 
PRAYERS, MEDITATIONS AND NOVENA. 


Here will be found the prayer which is recited 
in the Mass and Office of St. Viator; also the 
proper breviary lesson for the feast of St. Viator, 
as well as other prayers and devotional exercises 
in his honor. 

Oratio: Concede, quesumus, Domine, ut 
recolentes memoriam beati Viatoris, quem eleg- 
isti ut staret coram te, et mysteriis tuis deserviret; 
nunquam excidamus ab Ordinis gratia, quam, te 
donante, accepimus. Per Dominum nostrum, 
etc. , 

Translation: Grant, we beseech Thee, O 
Lord, that commemorating the Blessed Via- 
tor, whom Thou didst choose to stand in Thy 
presence and to serve devoutly at Thy mysteries; 
we may never fall away from the grace of Or- 
ders, which we have received as a gift from 
Thee, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


DIE XXI OCTOBRIS 
In Festo 
SANCTI VIATORIS CLERICI LUGDUNENSIS 
Pat. Inst..C. S. Viatoris 
Duplex 1 al Classis 
Cum Octava 
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Omnia de Com. conf. non Pont. preter seq. 

Oratio ut supra. 

In I. Nocturno. Lect. Beatus vir, de eodem 
Com. 2. loco. 

In II. Nocturno. Lect. IV. Viator, Lug- 
dunensis Ecclesie Lector, a sancto Justo Pon- 
tifice suo ob summas virtutes multum dilec- 
tus, eidem in /Egyptum secedenti comes acces- 
sit. Hunc sanctus senex peregrinationis solatium 
admisit: et in ASgypto per annos aliquot, quibus 
ibi vixit, asseclam habuit. Moriens Justus, et 
vicem suam lugentem Viatorem solatus est, 
dicens: Non turberis fili, non multo post me 
sequeris. Paucis revera post sancti Justi obitum 
diebus, eum sanctus est Viator, non peregrina- 
tionis jam et exilii, sed beatitatis comes. Ejus 
Reliquiz, una cum sancti Justi sacris exuviis 
Lugdunum allate, in Ecclesia Machabeorum 
summo honore condite sunt. 

Lect. v. et vi. 1. loco. 

In III. Nocturno. 

Homil. in evang. Nolite timere de Com. 2 
loco. 

Per Oct. Lect. 2 Noct. de Com. 1 et 2 loco at 
turnum. 

Die 27 Off. S. Viatoris; Missa autem de 
vig. vl. 

Vesp. de seq. com. Oct. (ut in I. Vesp. festi). 

Translation of IV. Lesson of the II. Noct. 
of the office of St. Viator, a cleric of Lyons. 
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Viator, a lector of the Church of Lyons, who 
on account of his eminent virtues was very dear 
to his bishop, Saint Just, offered himself, as his 
companion, when he was retiring into Egypt. 
The holy elder received him as a comfort in his 
pilgrimage and retained him as an acolyte dur- 
ing the several years he lived there. 


When Justus was dying he comforted Viator, 
bewailing his misfortune, saying: “Be not 
troubled, my son, for soon thou shalt follow me.” 
In fact a few days after the death of St. Just, 
Viator did follow him, no longer as the compan- 
ion of his pilgrimage and exile, but of his beati- 
tude. His remains, together with those of Saint 
Just, were brought to Lyons and were deposited 
in the Church of the Machabees. 


THE MaAss oF ST. VIATOR 


The Mass which is celebrated on St. Viator’s 
day is the Mass “‘Justus ut palma florebit,” taken 
from the common of Confessors not Pontiffs. 
By special permission obtained in 1874 this 
mass, as well as the office of St. Viator, is 
allowed to be celebrated by the members of the 
Institute according to the rite of Doubles of 
the First Class, with an Octave, the proper 
prayer being introduced in the mass as well as 
in the office, in which the proper lesson of the 
saint is read. 
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Here is subjoined the text of the papal indult 
granting the above privileges: 


INSTITUTI CLERICORUM S. VIATORIS 


Sanctissimus Dominus Noster Pius Papa IX, 
referente subscripto Sacrorum Rituum Congre- 
gationis secretario ad enixas preces sacerdotis 
Hugonis Mariae Favre, Rectoris Generalis 
Instituti Clericorum Sancti Viatoris benigne 
annuit ut ab Alumnis ejusdem Instituti Festum 
Sancti Viatoris Confessoris celebrari valeat sub 
ritu duplici primae Classis cum Octava et cum 
Officio et Missa de Communi additis Orationi- 
bus et Lectionibus secundi Nocturni propriis 
pro Archidiaecesi Lugdunensi a Sacra Rituum 
Congregatione approbatis, servatisque Rubricis. 
Contrariis non obstantibus quibuscumque. 

Die 13 Januarii 1870. 

C. Epus Partuen et 
S. Rufinae Card. Patrizi S. R. C. Pref. 
Recognovimus textui genuino conformem tex- 


tum Lugdunensi, die 15 Xbris 1874. Thibau- 
dier, Vi G. 


A Further Privilege 


Upon the request of V. Rev. P. D. Lajoie, 
C. 8. V., Superior General, the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites granted permission that two 
masses, one solemn mass and one low mass, be 
celebrated with Gloria and Credo on the 21st 
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of October in all the parishes where houses or 
schools of the Institute exist, provided there 
occurs no Double Feast of the First Class and 
that the Rubrics be observed. This favor 
was granted Sept. 27, 1913. 

In the houses of the Institute the Credo is 
recited at the Masses during the Octave. 


Invocations and Prayers to St. Viator 


St. Viator, pray for us. 

Remember, O, Saint Viator, that thou hast 
been chosen to be the Protector, the Guide and 
the Model of this little society which has the 
honor to bear thy name. Vouchsafe, by thy 
powerful protection, to obtain for us the fulfill- 
ment of these words of blessing pronounced on 
this rising society by the Vicar of Christ: In- 
crease and multiply. Obtain for us, beloved Pa- 
tron, that increasing in number to spread the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ in souls, we may still 
more increase in the virtues proper to our holy 
vocation. We beseech thee not to abandon us in 
our necessities. Encouraged by thy. example 
and strengthened by a continual assistance of thy 
prayers, may we, after having imitated thy zeal 
in the teaching of Christian Doctrine, and in 
the service of thy holy altar, deserve, with our 
parents, benefactors and friends to be united to 
thee in the heavenly home, in order there to 
sing eternally the mercies of the Lord. Amen. 
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Other Prayer 

St. Viator, who hast displayed so much zeal 
for the religious instruction of youth and for 
the service of the holy altar, obtain for us the 
grace to know and to observe the law of God, 
and ever to respect and honor the Most Holy 
Sacrament so as to share thy happiness in 
heaven. Amen. 

Forty days’ indulgence granted each time to 
those who recite this prayer devoutly. Ig. 
Bishop of Montreal. 


Prayer to St. Viator. Special for Youth 


St. Viator, pray for us. 

St. Viator, who didst leave all things and 
didst abandon parents and friends to follow 
Jesus Christ, obtain for us to die to ourselves, to 
practice obedience and chastity which are so 
dear to the Heart of Jesus, so that after having 
cherished these virtues in our youth we may be 
faithful to God until death and thus deserve to 
reign with thee forever in heaven. Amen. 

Forty days’ indulgence, each time. 

December 2, 1903. Paul, Archbp. of Mon- 
treal. 

Prayer for Vocation. 

O my God, give me the grace to know to what 
state in life Thy Providence destines me. Grant 
through the intercession of St. Viator that I may 
not be deceived in this important choice, on 
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which my happiness in this world and my eter- 
nal salvation depend. What dost Thou wish 
me to do? Speak, Thy servant heareth. 

O Mary, mother of God and my mother, 
intercede for me and obtain from thy divine 
Son, that I may know my vocation, and when 
I have found it that I may follow it faithfully 
and generously. Amen. 


St. Viator, patron of youth, pray for us. 


MEDITATIONS ON THE LIFE OF ST. VIATOR 
FIRST MEDITATION, OCTOBER 12 


Zeal of St. Viator for His Sanctification 


1st Prelude. Imagine you see St. Viator serv- 
ing at the altar with great piety or gently 
explaining the first truths of our Holy Reli- 
gion to little children. 

2nd Prelude. Beg the grace to imitate our Pa- 
tron Saint in these holy functions. 


PoINT I 


The Zeal of Young Viator to Sanctify Himself 
From His Early Childhood 


Consideration: ‘Being made perfect in a short 
space, he fulfilled a long time.” (Wisdom IV- 
13.) These beautiful words of holy writ apply 
in all truth to our holy Patron, for from his 
early childhood he was so earnest in the work 
of his sanctification that although still young 
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when he was called to his reward, he had 
already attained a high degree of perfection. 
His biographers describe him to us as a child 
of excellent disposition, a most holy youth, be- 
loved by his Bishop on account of his eminent 
virtues. Thus, though short, his life was as full 
of merits as if it had been prolonged to extreme 
old age. How powerfully attractive is the 
charm of consummate virtue united with the 
grace of youth. 

Application: How many reflections here pre- 
sent themselves to us! How have we spent our 
early years, our youth? How have we lived 
since we entered religion? What progress have 
we made in perfection? . . . Alas, O Lord, 
how many imperfections, how much cowardice, 
how many sins! . . . O my soul, what hast thou 
done to redeem the past? 


Point IT 
Zeal of St. Viator as a Cleric 


Consideration: St. Just, Bishop of Lyons, 
attracted by the virtues of St. Viator, raised him 
to the order of Lector. In the first centuries 
of the Church the functions of this order were 
quite important, and none were called to this 
dignity except those whose holiness was widely 
known and well tried. Our young Lector ac- 
quitted himself of his holy functions with a 
religious modesty which highly edified the large 
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congregation of the Church of Lyons, where he 
also fulfilled the office of Catechist. His zeal 
for the glory of God and the sanctification of 
souls was such that the beautiful words of the 
Psalmist could well be applied to him, viz.: 
“The love of Thy house hath eaten me up.” The 
teaching of Catechism in those turbulent times 
demanded a more than ordinary knowledge of 
the Word of God; St. Viator, by the purity of 
his heart, his love of study and his devotion to 
our Lord obtained the intelligence of the Sacred 
Scriptures. 

Application: How far are we still from such 
perfection? . . . However, modesty, humility, 
purity of heart, zeal for study, love of our Di- 
vine Lord are no less necessary to us than to St. 
Viator in order that we fulfill well our religious 
duties, which are similar to his. 

Colloquy With St. Viator: Let us offer him 
the homage of our veneration and love, and pray 
that he obtain for us the grace to imitate him. 

Spiritual Boquet: St. Viator, pray for us. 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
LOC, CLC. 

SECOND MEDITATION, OCTOBER 13 
St. Viator Resolves to Embrace a Monastic Life 
1st Prelude. Represent to yourself St. Viator 
prostrated before the altar of the Cathedral of 

Lyons, promising God to renounce all things 

in order to lead a more perfect life. 
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and Prelude. Beg of God the grace of self- 
denial in order to advance more rapidly in the 
path of religious perfection. 


PoINnT I 
St. Viator abandons all things for God 


Consideration: “If anyone wishes to be my 
disciple, let him renounce himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me.” Our Saint fol- 
lowed this counsel of our Lord to the letter. 
St. Just, desiring to retire into the desert of 
Egypt to lead a life of penance, communicated 
his design to his young Lector. In this revela- 
tion of the purpose of his Bishop, St. Viator 
read the call of God to a more perfect life. He 
immediately abandoned the peaceful ministry 
which he was fulfilling with so much success; 
he bade adieu to all dignities that might be in 
store for him; he renounced riches and left his 
dear country to go and bury himself in the 
frightful solitudes of Egypt. What great de- 
tachment, what heroic courage on the part of 
this young Cleric! 


Application: What sacrifices have we made 
in order to follow the call of God? Are we 
ready, for the sake of our advancement in per- 
fection, to leave our present employment, our 
country, our parents, our friends? Are we still 
attached to any of the transient things of this 
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earthe Let us crave for the spirit of more per- 
fect detachment. 


PoINnT II 
St. Viator Retires Into Solitude 


Consideration: ‘Walk before me and be per- 
fect.” It was with this spirit that our two Saints 
undertook their long and painful journey. It 
was especially in this circumstance that Viator 
wondrously realized the meaning of his name, 
“traveler,” walking as he did in the footsteps 
of a Saint whose virtues he perfectly imitated. 
Indeed, on account of his absolute detachment 
from the world, it can be truly said that his 
life was that of a traveler in a foreign land. 
His very mame, as many another prophetic 
name, must be for us an object of great venera- 
tion, and an incentive to pass as travelers on 
earth in doing good. Our young Saint sancti- 
fied this painful journey by his modesty, chas- 
tity, patience, courage, piety and recollection. 
Without delaying in Egypt to visit the monu- 
ments of profane antiquity, he hastened to enter 
the desert of Scété. Thus, the voyage, instead 
of being an occasion of distraction for him, was 
a means of sanctification, for he walked in the 
presence of God to execute His holy will. 

Application: Again, let us ask ourselves how 
far we are from this’ perfection. How many 
faults do we not commit in our outings and in 
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visits which are often useless and prohibited by 
our rules, and mostly always prejudicial to our 
spiritual advancement? Are we not often over- 
eager to be away from our community? Are 
we not addicted to curiosity, wishing to see and 
know everything? Do we not sometimes try to 
extort permissions to make visits contrary to 
religious seclusion? 

Colloquy With St. Viator: Let us beg of our 
dear Saint the religious spirit, the love of retreat 
and the grace to sanctify our obligatory visits 
and voyages. 

Resolutions: To strive to detach ourselves 
from that to which we feel an inordinate attach- 
ment; carefully to avoid all useless travel and 
visits prohibited by the rule. 

Spiritual Bouquet: If anyone wishes to be 
my disciple, let him renounce himself. 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
fOr: etc, 

THIRD MEDITATION, OCTOBER 14 


Zeal of St. Viator for Religious Perfection 


ist Prelude. Represent to yourself a poor 
monastery and St. Viator clad in a religious 
habit, assisting with great recollection and 
modesty at one of the diverse exercises of the 
monastic life. 

2nd Prelude. Let us ask St. Viator to obtain 
for us the interior spirit and the spirit of faith 
so as to render all our actions meritorious. 
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PoIntT I 


St. Viator Cultivated the Interior Spirit 


Consideration: On presenting himself at one of 
the monasteries of Thebaid, St. Viator ardently 
desired to do everything with the greatest per- 
fection, so that all his actions were accompanied 
by the interior spirit and animated by a great 
love of God. He gave himself up entirely and 
with an angelic piety to the exercises of reli- 
gious life. Penance and contemplation were his 
delights, and thus prepared his soul to receive 
the numerous graces with which he always cor- 
responded. And thus he rose to a high degree 
of perfection. 


Application: In making an examination of 
ourselves how many things will we find that 
will cause us confusion? What perfection in 
our saintly model, and how many imperfections 
in ourselves; what mortification on the one 
hand, and what sensuality on the other; what 
purity of intention, what faithful correspond- 
ence with grace, what cleanliness of soul in him, 
and what frequent lack of these in us. Blush 
for shame, O my soul, and weep over thy cow- 
ardice and indifference regarding religious per- 
fection. Learn today how necessary is the inte- 
rior spirit in order to render thy actions 
meritorious, and strive by a serious effort to 
repair the past. 
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PoInT II 

Consideration: St. Viator earnestly culti- 
vated the religious virtues. From what we have 
said in the foregoing meditation, we can easily 
understand what progress our Saint must have 
made in the practice of religious perfection. — 
We may judge of this by the praise which the 
Holy Roman Church bestows upon his virtues 
in the hymns which she sings in honor of all 
her holy Confessors; for as she herself reared 
them with maternal tenderness and after sancti- 
fying them upon earth introduced them into 
heaven, she cannot be mistaken in honoring their 
memory. ‘Happy, then, are we to hear her 
praise our saintly solitary, our holy Patron. 
Thus she sings: ‘““This holy Confessor was mild, 
prudent, humble and chaste while he lived in 
this place of pilgrimage. He considered all the 
vain pleasures, all the false riches of the earth 
as filth. He trampled under foot the artifice 
of the serpent and gained brilliant victories over 
the Prince of Hell.” In this very true picture 
we can easily recognize the zealous Catechist 
and the pious Lector of the ancient Church of 
Lyons, the fervent solitary of Scété, the severe 
penitent of the desert; in a word, the true sage 
who in the dawn of life had already attained 
consummate holiness. 

Application: Let us here seriously reflect 
and examine whether we have taken efficacious 
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means to practice the religious virtues. Do we 
strive perseveringly to attain the virtues of our 
vocation by an unremitting observance of our 
rules and sacred vowse Do we frequently 
enough recall that these are the very weapons 
we have chosen to fight the good fight and to 
compass our sanctificationr Let us sincerely 
regret our past infidelities and elicit an ardent 
desire to return to our first fervor, confident that 
God will bless our feeble endeavors. 

Colloquy With St. Viator: Congratulate and 
praise him for having attained such a high de- 
gree of perfection in all the religious virtues. 
Let us beg of him to obtain for us the grace to 
be more fervent in our desire to attain this per- 
fection. 

Resolution: ‘To animate all our actions with 
the interior spirit. 

Spiritual Bouquet: He was mild and hum- 
ble, prudent and chaste. 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
fon, ete: 


FouRTH MEDITATION, OCTOBER 15 
St. Viator Is Our Perfect Model in the Relt- 
gious Life 


1st Prelude. As in preceding meditation. 

2nd Prelude. Ask St. Viator to obtain for us 
the spirit of faith and the spirit of mortifica- 
tion. 
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PoINT I 
St. Viator Practiced the Virtues Which Distin- 
guish the True Cleric 

Consideration: ‘The Church in celebrating 
the praises of her Confessors lauds their ardent 
faith and good works, as well as their mortifica- 
tion. Asa Cleric St. Viator had a great ven- 
eration for the House of God and the service 
of the altar. His lively faith ever reminded him 
of the real presence of God in the holy place, 
and he was grateful for the privilege of having 
been chosen to stand before God and devoutly 
serve at the holy mysteries. With great rever- 
ence he read the Scriptures and sang the lessons 
of the Divine Office. With equal zeal he cate- 
chized the young. In all things that concerned 
the Church he was careful and fervent. All 
these are precious qualities for a Catechist and 
a Sacristan. He practiced constant penance, a 
virtue which is necessary to obtain for us the 
pardon of our sins, to put off the old man and 
put on the new. 

Application: Are we always guided by the 
spirit of faith? Do we not sometimes allow 
motives of selfishness and human respect to make 
us consider it below our merits to take part 
in serving at Mass, or in singing portions of the 
sacred liturgy? Let us beg pardon of God and 
ask through the intercession of our Holy Pa- 
tron for an increase of faith and a profound 
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respect for all that pertains to the sanctuary and 
to the exalted function of teaching. 


PoInT II 


St. Viator Practiced the Virtues Which Distin- 
guish a True Religious. 


Consideration: ‘The Church exalts the merit 
of Confessors by proclaiming that they have 
contemned the world and triumphed over ter- 
restrial things, and acquired immortal treasures 
in heaven. St. Viator justly deserves this beau- 
tiful eulogy. Oh, may we one day deserve it 
ourselves, we his children, we who find in him 
so perfect a model of all the religious virtues; 
for in his monastery he made profession of 
angelic purity, of absolute poverty and of blind 
obedience. There is nothing more edifying 
than the life of our model Saint, nothing better 
calculated to kindle in us a holy ardor for the 
practice of the great religious virtues. 

Application: Let us examine again what is 
our detachment from the world; what is our 
contempt for its vanities; what is our esteem for 
our rules, our vows, and how do we observe 
them? Are we holy religious, true imitators of 
St. Viator? 

Colloquy With St. Viator: Congratulate him 
on the glory which he enjoys in heaven. Pray 
for the grace to observe faithfully our vows and 
our holy rules. 
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Resolution: Observe more faithfully today 
those points of the rule which you more fre- 
quently violate. 

Spiritual Bouquet: He has acquired in 
heaven immortal treasures. 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
tor, etc. 


FIFTH MEDITATION, OCTOBER 16 
Fidelity of St. Viator in Corresponding With 


Grace 


ist Prelude. Imagine St. Viator faithfully ful- 
filling all his duties with an angelic modesty. 
2nd Prelude. Ask God to make you understand 
how important it is always to correspond ~ 
with His graces. 


PoInT I 


St. Viator Fatthfully Heeded the Inspirations 
of the Holy Ghost 


Consideration: In commending her Confess- 
ors, Holy Mother Church says of each one of 
them: . . . “It was the Lord Himself who led 
this just man in righteous paths and showed him 
the Kingdom of Heaven.” Now, to walk in 
the ways of the Lord is to follow the inspira- 
tions of the Holy Ghost and the attraction of 
grace, to detach oneself from the things of the 
earth and aspire only to those of heaven. It 
means to die to oneself and to the world in order 


The Viatorians 103 


to live unto God alone; to resist and to tame 
the sinfulness which dwells in us; to keep our- 
selves unspotted from this world, and to en- 
throne Jesus in our hearts as our Sovereign 
Master; it is to remove without pity whatever 
is an obstacle to our progress in perfection; to 
suppress all affection for anything in us which 
displeases God. It is to love God in spirit and 
in deed. Now, the Holy Ghost is the one who 
inspires in us the will and courage to accom- 
plish all this. 


Application: Are we faithful to follow the 
attraction of grace as was our Saint, and have we 
hitherto walked in the ways of the Lord by the 
practice of all the virtues. Let us look into 
ourselves and see how we have corresponded 
with God’s grace, and especially the precious 
grace of our holy vocation. Have we been 
grateful for such an undeserved privilege as our 
vocation? Have we striven to preserve it? 
Have we with docility received and followed 
the directions and counsels of our spiritual di- 
rectors? Let us resolve to be very faithful in 
all these particulars in the future. . 


Point II 


St. Viator Endeavored to Be a True Imitator of 
Christ 


Consideration: ‘To follow Jesus Christ is so 
‘thoroughly to govern oneself by His Gospel 
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that its maxims become the rule of all our judg- 
ments, of all our affections and determinations. 
It is to follow in all things the impulsions of 
His grace, and by the holy use we make of it 
to adorn ourselves with all the virtues which 
He has taught us and of which He has given 
us the example. “Would you be happy,” says 
Jesus. “Take up My yoke, practice My Gos- 
pel; that is, renounce yourself, bear My cross 
all the days of your life and walk after Me.” 
In a word, in order to find joy in our tears, in 
the calumnies and outrages of the world, joy 
in the cross, we must follow Jesus. St. Viator 
found this true happiness in all his painful sac- 
rifices and in his severe penitential life. He 
was a Close follower of Christ. 

Application: We also shall find happiness 
in the midst of our tribulations and of our pain- 
ful labors if, like Viator, we are patiently per- 
severing in the slow martyrdom of religious ob- 
servance, thus following Christ up to Calvary, 
in order to deserve to mount with Him to 
Thabor. 

Colloquy With St. Viator: Let us congratu- 
late him for having been so docile to the voice of 
God and ask him for the grace of docility to the 
divine inspirations. 

Resolution: To do all our actions with a 
great purity of intention and in union with our 
Divine Saviour. 
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Spiritual Bouquet: “He who cometh after 
Me walketh not in darkness.” “Come to Me 
all you that labor and are heavy ladened and I 
will refresh you.” 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
tor, etc. 


SIXTH MEDITATION, OCTOBER 17 
St. Viator Is for Us a True Model of Holiness 


1st Prelude. Imagine our young Saint attract- 
ing the attention of others by his modesty and 
humility, both in the church of Lyons and in 
the desert. 

2nd Prelude. Pray for that humble and mod- 
est exterior which is the most beconung vest- 
ure of the religious. 


PoInT I 
St. Viator’s Life Was Always Most Edifying 


Consideration: “Let your light shine before 
men so that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven.” Our 
Holy Patron never failed to put into practice 
this passage of Holy Scripture, and we may 
well say of him that he shone forth like a beau- 
tiful flower, like a precious gem of the treasury 
of the Church where he cast such bright radi- 
ance. By word and example he drew others to 
sanctity in Lyons, and even those heroes of 
penance in the desert he led by his youthful 
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enthusiasm to still more heroic acts of virtue. 
Every religious must also shine with this 
sanctity in order to produce fruits of virtue in 
the souls of the children who are confided to 
him. He must be for them an angel of light 
and lead them in the ways of the Lord; he must 
be a faithful friend to advise them; he must be 
a tender father to watch over them and to exhort 
them to virtue. 

Application: Have you earnestly striven to 
acquire this sanctity, this wisdom and this pru- 
dence which are so necessary that you may well 
fulfill all your duties? Be on your guard lest, 
unfortunately, you become a cause of scandal 
to the least of these little ones of whom Christ 
speaks. Woe to him who becomes an angel of 
darkness for those young minds. Beware of 
illusions on a matter of such grave importance. 
Christ’s fearful denunciation of this particular 
sort of scandal must make us tremble. 


PoInT II 

The Life of St. Viator Was a Continual Exer- 

cise of All the Virtues 

Consideration: It is certain that St. Viator 
practiced all the virtues of his state of life to a 
very high degree of perfection. We can easily 
convince ourselves of this by recalling that he 
was the disciple of the great St. Just, and that 
at the school of so eminent a master he must 
have made rapid and constant progress in the 
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science of the Saints. In order to form a just 
estimate of the eminent perfection of our two 
Saints, let us meditate upon the following trait 
derived from the history of their lives: “As 
scon as St. Just landed in Egypt, he sought in 
the deserts the company of the holy anchorites 
who then peopled these solitudes. He consid- 
ered himself fortunate in being admitted among 
the mere novices with his dear Lector, who 
shared his every thought and wish. He lived 
there many years in profound humility, perfect 
obedience and great contempt of himself. His 
identity as Bishop of Lyons having been re- 
vealed, he conjured these holy religious not to 
banish him from their company, which was as 
- agreeable to him as that of angels. He con- 
tinued to live among them, following the 
exercises of the simple religious with the same 
perfection as before.’ Whoever knows the 
austerities of the anchorites of Scété will have 
an exalted idea of the sanctity of St. Just and 
of St. Viator, his faithful disciple and the zeal- 
ous imitator of his life of perfection. 


Application: The contemplation of such ex- 
amples is well calculated to bring us down on 
our knees in confusion before God and to take 
_a firm resolution to amend our lives, to imitate 
our holy and amiable Patron and to put in 
practice the recommendations of. the third 
article of our Directory: . . . “The entire life 
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of the Catechist of St. Viator must be a con- 
stant exercise of all the virtues.” Let us ofter 
read and meditate this precious sketch of all 
the virtues which the true Cleric of St. Viator 
must practice. 

Colloquy With Our Holy Patron: Let us 
congratulate him on the happiness which he has _ 
won for himself in heaven by his holy life, and 
beg of him to obtain for us the grace that we 
may also work out our salvation. 

Resolution: ‘To persevere in the practice of 
all the religious virtues, and especially those 
required for the edification of others. 

Spiritual Bouquet: The entire life of the 
Catechist must be a continual exercise of all 
the virtues. 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
torjetc. 


SEVENTH MEDITATION, OCTOBER 18 


The Death of St. Just and of St. Viator 


1st Prelude. Imagine St. Viator kneeling be- 
side the rude couch on which St. Just is expir- 
ing; picture St. Viator stretched on his death 
bed and religiously yielding up his beautiful 
soul to God. 

2nd Prelude. Let us ask of God the grace to 
understand well today how much joy, sweet- 
ness and consolation a holy life can procure us 
at the hour of death. 
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PoINT I 
The Death of St. Just 

Consideration: St. Just was now nearing his 
end, for which he had prepared himself by an 
eminently holy life and rigorous penance. Ac- 
cording to a reliable tradition, he had at his 
side Antiochus, a priest of Lyons, and Viator, 
his dear and faithful Lector. On the point of 
quitting this land of exile, St. Just was divinely 
illumined, as formerly Jacob had been when 
dying in this same country, surrounded by his 
numerous family. Prophetically he announced 
to his two disciples what was to befall them after 
his death. He predicted to the first that he 
would return to his country and would one day 
become the Bishop of Lyons. This prophecy 
was fulfilled. As to St. Viator, who was pour- 
ing out his grief beside the dying Bishop, St. 
Just comforted him, saying: “Be not afflicted, 
my son, in seeing me departing from this world. 
You will soon follow me to the realm of that 
happy life which will never end.” And with 
these prophetic words the venerable Saint ex- 
pired September 2. 

Application: Let us admire here the respect- 
ful and sincere attachment of St. Viator for his 
saintly Bishop, his admirable submission and his 
zeal in imitating the virtues of his master. Are 
we animated with such holy sentiments in re- 
gard to our ecclesiastical superiors? 
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POINT II 


The Death of St. Viator 


Consideration: After the prediction of St. 
Just, St. Viator had no doubt that his own death 
was near and he rejoiced at the thought of soon 
being able to follow in the bliss of the heavenly 
Fatherland the holy Bishop whose inseparable 
companion he had been in this land of pilgrim- 
age. And, in fact, only a few days after the 
death of St. Just, Viator yielded up his pure 
soul to God, passing from this to a better life 
to share the happiness of him whose sufferings 
he had so courageously shared. His beautiful 
and edifying death occurred October 21. Well 
may we apply to these two dying Saints the 
touching words of Holy Writ: ‘Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” 

Application: ‘Thus die the saints. Shall we 
die like saints? Yes, if we live like saints. Do 
we often enough think of that last moment 
which must decide our eternity? 


Colloquy With St. Viator: Congratulate him 
for having made such a happy and precious 
death. Implore his protection that we may have 
the grace to live and die holily. 

Resolution: ‘To strive each day to correct 
some defect so as to dispose ourselves to die well. 

Spiritual Bouquet: Precious in the sight of 
God is the death of His saints. 
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Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
tor, etc. 


EIGHTH MEDITATION, OCTOBER 19 


The Respect and Veneration of the Faithful of 
Lyons for the Relics of St. Just and St. Viator 


ist Prelude. Represent to yourselves the faith- 
ful of Lyons in transports of joy and venera- 
tion receiving the bodies of our two Saints. 

2nd Prelude. Let us ask of God a great ven- 
eration for the relics of St. Viator and to 
excite in us a tender devotion towards our 
Patron Saint. 


PoInT I 
The Bodies of the Saints Are Worthy of Ven- 


eration 


Consideration: The Council of Trent dem- 
onstrates this truth, saying: . . . “The bodies 
of the Saints who share the glorious life of Jesus 
Christ are worthy of the respect and veneration 
of the faithful.” This sentiment was common 
to the faithful of the earliest ages of the 
Church, hence all the inhabitants of the city 
of Lyons hastened with joy and veneration to 
meet the bodies of St. Just and of St. Viator 
which were transported together from Egypt to 
this city and deposited with great pomp in the 
church of the Machabees, since called the 
church of St. Just. In the adorable designs of 
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Providence not only these two holy souls were 
to enjoy the same happiness in heaven, but their 
bodies also were to repose in the same tomb and 
receive the same honors. The epitaph which 
formerly adorned the sepulchre clearly testifies 
that it was impossible to praise St. Just without 
at the same time making an honorable mention 
of his saintly Lector. This joint eulogy of the 
two Saints is a monument of the paternal ten- 
derness of St. Just on the one hand and of the 
filial piety of St. Viator on the other. What 
must not be our veneration for the relics of our 
Holy Patron? 


PoINnT II 
Why We Still Honor the Bodies of the Saints 


Consideration: “It is,’ says the Council of 
Trent, “because these bodies have been the liv- 
ing members of Jesus Christ, the temple of the 
Holy Ghost; it is because the same God will one 
day raise them from the dead and endow them 
with eternal glory, and because through means 
of these holy relics the divine goodness is 
pleased to grant men numerous favors.” How 
many pious reflections these beautiful words 
should arouse in us! To be saints our members 
must be the members of Jesus Christ, our bodies 
must be the temples of the Holy Ghost. Are 
we saints? If we are saints, eternal life will be 
our portion. Then all the pains, the labors, 
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the crosses patiently borne will be changed into 
an immense weight of glory and happiness. Oh! 
how happy are the religious who understand 
well these truths and put them in practice. Let 
us consider further that God is pleased to grant 
many favors to the souls who faithfully venerate 
and invoke the saints, especially if these saints 
have been given to them as their special protec- 
tors. Must we not then consider it our pious 
duty to render to St. Viator a worship of ven- 
eration and of love, so that he may obtain for 
us the grace to sanctify ourselves in our holy 
vocation and thus one day attain eternal lifer 

Colloquy With St. Viator: Congratulate him 
on the happiness which he enjoys in heaven; 
elicit an ardent desire to share his happiness; 
pray to him to protect us here below in the 
work of our sanctification. 

Resolution: To honor each day our Patron 
Saint by some practical invocation. 

Spiritual Bouquet: The bodies of the Saints 
have been the living members of Jesus Christ 
and the temples of the Holy Ghost. 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
tor, etc. 


NINTH MEDITATION, OCTOBER 20 


The Fruits We Should Gather From Devotion 
to St. Viator 
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1st Prelude. Let us imagine St. Viator in 
heaven exhorting us to the practice of the vir- 
tues and promising us his powerful protection. 

2nd Prelude. Let us ask God through the in- 
tercession of St. Viator, the spirit of our state 
and the grace to fulfill well all its duties so 
that thus we may merit heaven. 


PoINT I 


Fruits to be derived From the Veneration of the 
Relics of St. Viator 


Consideration: Through an admirable dis- 
position of Divine Providence the Mother 
House of the Institute, whose special commis- 
sion is to propagate the spirit of our Holy Pa- 
tron, has had committed to her care a portion 
of the sacred remains of St. Viator. The very 
spirit of the Saints still clings to whatever they 
have touched on earth. As the odor of balsam 
attaches itself to the vase that contains it, so, 
too, there breathes forth from these sacred rel- 
ics a subtle salutary virtue which is felt by all 
those who approach them with devotion. This 
sweetly odorous virtue is the very spirit of piety, 
of innocence, chastity and mortification which 
animated St. Viator during his mortal pilgrim- 
age. In fact, his beatified soul becomes present 
wherever there are particles of his body and 
lovingly hears the fervent prayers of those who 
venerate his relics. The Province of Chicago 
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possesses a few of these precious particles. How 
happy we should be to possess so precious a 
treasure, so sure a pledge of special favors, so 
copious a source of fortitude and consolation. 

With what spirit of faith do we venerate the 
relics of our Patron Saint? Do we often think 
of them and pray before them in our trials and 
necessities? 


PoIntT II 


Fruits to be Obtained From the Faithful Invo- 
cation of St. Viator 


Consideration: With these sentiments of 
faith and piety we shall continually live with 
our Holy Patron. ‘His soul shall follow us 
everywhere and he shall be present at all our 
exercises. We shall pray and work uninter- 
ruptedly in his holy company. In our combats 
and temptations, in our trials and sorrows he 
will ever be at our side to defend, help and sup- 
port us. Thus we shall never be alone. Every- 
where and always St. Viator will appear to us 
to encourage, animate and console us. Under 
his guidance we shall indeed do wonders in 
sanctifying the children whom we instruct, and 
edify the parishes where we live by our zeal for 
teaching, our love for our holy state, our fond- 
ness for prayer, our skill in the ecclesiastical 
ceremonies and sacred chant, our modesty in the 
Church, and, above all, our sovereign horror for 


116 St Vtater and 





whatever would in the least sully the angelic 
virtue. What conduct do we hold in regard to 
our Patron Saint? Do we often invoke him, 
especially in our needs? 


Point III 
Advantages of Practices of Piety 


Consideration: In order to honor our Saint, 
we shall be careful to put into practice the reso- 
lutions which we have taken during the course 
of this novena. But we shall strive especially 
to imitate his virtues with great care, princi- 
pally those in which he excelled, viz., innocence 
of life, purity of morals, devotion and piety in 
the church, zeal for divine worship, for the 
sacred chant, for the ceremonies, for the care 
of the altar; we shall exercise careful vigilance 
over the children and youths entrusted to us, 
endeavoring by all means in our power to pre- 
serve in their hearts the treasure of their inno- 
cence by removing them from dangerous occa- 
sions and strengthening them by wholesome in- 
structions and the use of the sacraments. In 
fine, we shall imitate our beloved model by our 
detachment from parents, our obedience to ec- 
clesiastical superiors, our love of retreat, silence 
and mortification and by the practice of other 
admirable virtues which we have remarked 
during the course of these meditations. Dur- 


The Viatorians 117 


ing the past we have no doubt been guilty 
of many negligences. Let us repair these 
transgressions by redoubling our love and de- 
votion to St. Viator and our zeal for the per- 
fect fulfillment of all our duties, so that when 
at the end we are called to give an account of 
our administration we may deserve to hear these 
sweet words of our Heavenly Father: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant, because you 
have been faithful to your vocation enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” May this greeting be 
extended to each and every Cleric of St. Viator. 

Colloquy With Our Patron Saint: Let us pay 
him the homages of our love and veneration 
and beg of him to obtain for us an earnest and 
efficacious desire of perfection so that, after hav- 
ing imitated his virtues, we may one day deserve 
to join him in heaven, there to sing eternally the 
glories and mercies of our Lord. 

Resolution: Let us often have on our lips 
and more often in our hearts this short invoca- 
tion: St. Viator, pray for us. 

Spiritual Bouquet: God is pleased to grant 
men numerous favors through His Saints. 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O St. Via- 
tor, etc. 

TENTH MEDITATION, OCTOBER 21 
Our Ultimate Destiny , . 

The feast of today naturally invites us to di- 

rect our thoughts heavenward, for as men we 
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were created for heaven, and as religious we 

have left all things to follow Jesus and His 

Saints. 

ist Prelude. Represent to yourselves St. Viator 
and a multitude of Clerics before the great 
white throne of the Almighty. 

2nd Prelude. Elicit an ardent desire of being 
one day among the elect that are nearest to 
God. 


PoInT I 
We Were Created for Heaven 


Consideration: In creating heaven and earth 
and all that they contain God neither had nor 
could have had any other end in view than His 
own Eternal Self. Nor did the magical appear- 
ance of innumerable worlds decked in all the 
splendors and beauties consonant with their re- 
spective natures add the least to the already 
infinite happiness of God. They were all made 
to manifest God’s limitless goodness and to 
serve man as stepping stones from the finite to 
the infinite. The immensity of space through 
which countless orbs wend their way in perfect 
harmony, the endless variety and profusion of 
beings on this earth, the innumerable beauties 
lavishly strewn over every portion of our globe 
—all these were intended to create in man a taste 
for the eternal harmonies and the infinite beau- 
ties of heaven, to foreshadow the inexpressible 
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delights reserved for the elect, to awaken in man 
while wayfaring on earth a craving for eternal 
happiness. These glimmerings of eternal 
beauty and peace are, therefore, only means to 
an end. They are only shadows compared with 
the reality. And just as it is irrational to prefer 
the means to the end, the less to the greater, in 
like manner it is a lamentable and fatal error to 
place our ultimate happiness in the fleeting ob- 
jects of this world instead of merely using them 
as means to attain heaven. Besides, there is 
rooted in man an irresistible tendency towards 
endless beatitude. In all our actions, in all our 
thoughts and desires we are constantly yearning 
after happiness, after something that will com- 
pletely satiate the desire of our nature. This 
in itself is a proof that we are not created for 
this earth, for all things here below are short- 
lived and finite in every way; but man’s aspira- 
tions are infinite. Therefore, God is our last 
end and heaven our ultimate resting place. 


Let us again renew our protestations of fidel- 
ity to God’s holy law and to our sacred prom- 
ises, since fidelity is the only means of reaching 
heaven. Let us detach ourselves from all crea- 
tures so that we may cling to God exclusively. 

Resolution: ‘To use-creatures only inasmuch 
as they carry us Godward, and to reject all 
things that can impede our heavenward course. 
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Point II 


Heaven Is Our Destined End as Religious 


Consideration: The fundamental and deci- 
sive reason why we came into religion was to 
insure for ourselves a more certain means of 
saving our souls. It was for this all-important 
end that we left the world, quitted all its illusive 
allurements and came to the more intimate serv- 
ice of God. It was the same motive that 
prompted us to immolate ourselves to the Most 
High by the three vows of religion—to crucify 
our flesh and attach ourselves to Jesus Christ 
by means of the three nails of Poverty, Chastity 
and Obedience. And, lastly, it is for the sake 
of this same salvation that we live a life of sac- 
rifice and abnegation. No other reason could 
possibly prompt a man to such self-oblation; 
even the most courageous would faint on the 
way were he not constantly spurred on to new 
efforts by the expectation of endless felicity. 
Our life is not an easy one when we abide by 
all its prescriptions. It demands constant atten- 
tion and self-sacrifice; it requires a continual 
watchfulness over the instincts of our lower 
nature and an unrelenting immolation of our 
tastes and natural inclinations. Though all these 
are repugnant to the life of the senses, still the 
hope of an immortal crown and final victory 
impels us and incites us to combat courageously. 
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It levels all difficulties and turns all the bit- 
terness of our trials into ineffable sweetness. 
Besides, God cannot be outdone in generosity 
and, therefore, if we are faithful workmen we 
can reasonably expect heaven as our reward, for 
God loveth a cheerful giver, and St. Paul as- 
sures us that “God will render eternal life to 
those who by patience and continuance in well 
doing seek for glory and immortality.” (Rom. 
IT-6.) 

Resolution: To console ourselves in all our 
trials and sorrows with the hope of eternal life. 


PoInT III 
The Excellence of Our Vocation 


Consideration: From the fact that our re- 
ligious vocation is a means leading to the ever- 
lasting possession of God, and since the means 
partake of the nature of the end to which they 
are ordained, it necessarily follows that our vo- 
cation must be the most perfect and the most 
excellent of callings. It was this very reason 
that prompted St. Bernard to acknowledge that 
he did not know whether religious should be 
styled “celestial men or terrestrial angels.” 
Moreover, our life does not tend merely to self- 
perfection, as does the contemplative life; nor 
solely to the good of our neighbor, as does the 
life of purely active communities; but it is of 
a mixed character, including works of charity 


122, St. Viator and 


of both species, consisting in the love of God 
first and above all, and then in the love of our 
neighbor. According to St. Thomas, this spe- 
cies of religious life is the most perfect, since 
in it we aim to accomplish with greater perfec- 
tion the whole law, namely, to love God with 
our whole heart, our whole soul, our whole 
mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Re- 
member how highly the inspired writers and 
the fathers of the Church have commended the 
religious life, that state of life in which we are 
engaged. “They who instruct many to justice,” 
says Daniel, “shall shine as stars for all eter- 
nity.” “I find no function more beautiful than 
that of bringing up youth,” says Gerson. The 
Fathers and Doctors of the Church loved to call 
the religious life a species of martyrdom. Our 
blood, it is true does not flow in torrents under 
the deadly instrument of the executioner, but we 
must shed it drop by drop, we must die by the 
slow fire of fatigues, labors and the common life. 
How happy should we be and how thankful to 
God for having made us members of a chosen 
generation that we may declare the virtues of 
Christ who hath called us out of the darkness 
of the world into the marvelous light of com- 
munity life. We have answered the call of 
Christ addressed to the youth of the Gospel; 
we have left all things to follow Jesus; therefore 
shall we have a treasure in Heaven. Let us be 
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true to our sublime calling and we shall find the 
yoke of Christ sweet and His burden light. 
Thus shall we merit to be introduced into those 
regions of ineffable delight of which St. Paul 
says, ‘“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man what things 
God hath prepared for them that love Him.” 


Resolution: To strive constantly to be more 
and more worthy of our holy vocation. 

Colloquy with St. Viator: Place in his hands 
the good resolutions of the Novena; entrust to 
his keeping your promise to do all things in 
your power to gain the imperishable crown of 
the elect. : 

Concluding Prayer: Remember, O! St. Via- 
tor,.etc. 


NOVENA TO ST. VIATOR 
I Day 
Name of St. Viator 


From time immemorial men have attached 
great importance to the giving of a name to new- 
born children; under the Mosaic law this was 
the object of a special ceremony; under the 
Christian dispensation the Church consecrates 
by the rules and prayers of holy baptism the 
name to be given to the child who then becomes 
a Christian. 
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God has been pleased at times to determine or 
confirm the name of his servants. Thus Our 
Lord himself imposed a special name upon the 
chief of the Apostles. 


Certain privileged saints received a propheti- 
cal name which revealed their missions, their 
character or their virtues. Such seems to have 
been the case with young St. Viator, whose name 
means a traveler here below in this land of exile; 
but this name is especially suitable to the amia- 
ble Viator who, “being made perfect in a short 
space, fulfilled a long time” (Wisd. IV, 13). He 
effectively traveled from one country to another 
and furthermore proved true to his name by 
pursuing with the greatest courage and the 
noblest ardor the road of perfection, by follow- 
ing after and imitating the virtues of St. Just, 
his bishop and master. 

Practice: Bear with respect the name which 
you have received at baptism, and invoke with 
confidence the name of St. Viator. 


Prayer 


Come to our assistance, O St. Viator, while we 
travel, sighing and weeping in this valley of 
tears. By thy fidelity in treading the path of 
virtue and thy holy ardor in advancing on the 
rugged path of perfection, obtain for us from 
the Lord an ever faithful correspondence to his 
grace, so that we may happily reach the term of 
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our voyage and finally enjoy the happiness of 
our celestial fatherland. Amen. (3 Our Fath- 
ers, Hail Marys, and St. Viator, pray for us.) 


II Day 
Spirit of Faith of St. Viator 


‘‘My just man liveth by faith.” (Heb. X, 38.) 
The words and the doctrines of Jesus Christ gov- 
ern his thoughts, and regulate his sentiments, his 
speech and his actions. Thus does faith become 
the source of innumerable merits even in the 
most common and obscure life. 

Faith was the dominant virtue of St. Viator; 
the prayer which the Church addresses to him 
points to this truth in the most formal manner; 
“CQ God, who hast chosen Blessed Viator to 
stand in Thy presence.” But we know by the 
Holy Ghost that to stand or to walk in the pres- 
ence of God is an infallible means of perfection. 
(As is stated in Genesis: “Ambula coram me et 
esto perfectus.” Gen. 17.) 

Such was the principle and such the end of all 
the actions of Viator; with God he was invinci- 
ble in temptation, unshakable in his duties. 
Mild, modest, confident, humble and patient, he 
relies with the utmost assurance upon the power 
of his Divine Master, who would not that any 
of those be lost whom His heavenly Father has 
given him. (St. John XVIII, 9.) What is our 
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spirit of Faithe To judge it better let us exam- 
ine how we act in trials, sufferings and failures. 

Practice: To see God present in all the events 
and affairs of life, and to strive to love Him in 
all these. 
Prayer 

O Lord, we know that without faith it is im- 
possible to please Thee (Heb. XI), but we know 
also that Thou givest us this gift of faith without 
any merit or concourse on our part (Eph. II). 
O Lord, do Thou increase our faith (Luke 17), 
and grant that after the example of St. Viator, 
we may continually walk in Thy adorable pres- 
ence in the rugged paths of our exile so that we 
may reach the perfection which will assure us a 
blissful eternity. Amen. (3 Our Fathers, Hail 
Marys, and St. Viator, pray for us.) 


III Day 
Obedience of St. Viator 


The virtue of obedience resumes the Christian 
and religious life, hence all the saints, in imita- 
tion of the Divine Master and Model, have par- 
ticularly practiced and recommended it. The 
founder of the Clerics of St. Viator, the vener- 
able Father Querbes, when about to die, ex- 
horted his children in these beautiful words: 
‘““My children, be faithful to obedience.” 

In order that obedience be perfect it is not 
sufficient that we do what is prescribed; we must 


The Viatorians | en 


execute it with our will and judgment, by sub- 
mitting our hearts and minds to the orders of 
our superiors, to the secret inspirations of grace, 
or to the paternal dispositions of Providence. 
Oh, how prompt, how exact, how eager, strong, 
punctual, blind and pious was the obedience of 
St. Viator! For him the will of his superiors 
was the order of God, and this thought was suf- 
ficient to render him capable of all sacrifices, 
especially when there was question of his voca- 
tion. Ever attentive to the calls of grace, he 
“hates the desires of the flesh” (Imit. Bk. ITI, 
c54), he delights in being dependent, and he fol- 
lows with love the hand of God who leads him 
on. Hence, according to the promise of the 
Holy Ghost (Prov. 21), ““He speaks of his vic- 
tories,” and he advances rapidly in the path of 
holiness. “To live in obedience is a very great 
thing,” says the Imitation of Christ (Bk. 
610); 

Practice: To correspond faithfully to the in- 
spirations of Grace. 


Prayer 


O Jesus, obedient unto the death of the Cross 
(Phil. 2), who hast drawn after Thee in the 
royal road of obedience our dear St. Viator, 
grant, we beseech Thee, that following the ad- 
mirable example he has given us we may become 
obedient, meek and humble, thus rendering 


128 St Viator and 
I ay yy ake, eh a 
Thee the service, love and glory we owe Thee, 
so as to enter at last upon the blissful reward of 
the good and faithful servant. Amen. (3 Our 
Fathers, Hail Marys, St. Viator, Pray for us. ) 


IV Day 
Mortification of St. Viator 


The flames of divine love “burn and devour.” 
The charity which warmed the heart of St. 
Viator led him to practice mortifications with 
a holy ardor. Mortification was for him a 
means of conserving the treasures already 
amassed, a preservative against the dangers of 
the present and a safeguard against temptations 
to come. Notwithstanding his youth, St. Viator 
must have known privations, cares, adversities 
and perhaps disappointments. Certain it is that 
at an age when everything beckons to pleasure 
and invites to the amusements of life, at that 
hour of existence when, alas! too many young 
men hearken but to the call of pleasure and seek 
the satisfactions of sense, this holy youth had al- 
ready sacrificed everything to the service of the 
Lord, and had given himself up to the awful 
austerities of a life, the very account of which 
makes our delicate temperaments shudder. St. 
Viator had understood that word of the merciful 
Savior whose awful truth cannot be weakened 
either by our self-love or our sensuality: “Unless 
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you do penance, you shall all likewise perish.” 
(Luke 13, 3.) 

Practice: To impose upon oneself this day 
and to take the habit of imposing upon oneself 
every day an act of mortification. 

Prayer 

O, young and amiable St. Viator, who by the 
austerities of a most rigorous mortification didst 
will to become a victim of expiation in union 
with the adorable Victim of our altars, do thou 
obtain for us, poor sinners deprived of all merits, 
the grace to make “worthy fruits of penance” 
(Math. 11), so that, preserved from sin and 
purified from its stains, we may through the 
unction of the Holy Ghost, become penitents 
according to the heart of God and deserve, after 
our death, to enjoy eternal felicity. Amen. (3 
Our Fathers, Hail Marys, St. Viator, pray 
for us.) 


V Day 
The Purity of St. Viator 


O, how beautiful is the chaste generation with 
glory (Wisd. IV, 1). Such is the praise which 
the Holy Ghost accords to the angelic virtue of 
purity. With jealous care did Viator in his 
childhood and youth practice this virtue. 

It clothed his soul in its dazzling whiteness 
and endowed his body with a celestial grace and 
dignity. It shone forth from his whole person 
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with a supreme charm, not only through the 
amiability of his manners, the modesty and dig- 
nity of his relations with others, but also and es- 
pecially by that particular perfume of innocence 
which draws others to God and to the practice 
of virtue. 

As the reward for his generous combats and 
his courageous fidelity Viator deserved to have 
the ‘King for his friend” (Prov. 22), that is to 
say Jesus, the King of love whose heart took its 
delights in so pure a soul, while listening with 
fervor to the pious prayers and canticles which 
came from such virginal lips. 

May God vouchsafe to place at our disposi- 
tion all the means which enabled Viator to at- 
tain so high a degree of perfection: viz., prayer 
which wins us grace, the sacraments which pro- 
duce it, vigilance and mortification which pre- 
serve it; may we learn how to use these means 
of sanctification. 

Practice: To exercise a great vigilance over 
all our thoughts, and to keep a constant guard 
over our senses according to the rules of modesty. 
Prayer 

O, St. Viator, who by thy generous energy and 
God’s grace didst practice the angelic virtue in 
so eminent a degree, and who today reignest at 
the foot of the throne of the spotless Lamb, deign 
to render us invincible in the spiritual com- 
bat and to preserve us from every stain, so that 
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our hearts may ever be agreeable to the Heart 
of Jesus whom we desire to love and serve until 
the hour of our death and for all eternity. 
Amen. (3 Our Fathers, Hail Marys, St. Viator, 
pray for us.) 


VI Day 
Intelligence and Knowledge of St. Viator 


The intelligence and knowledge of St. Viator 
must have shone with particular brightness from 
his very childhood. In fact, chosen by his 
bishop St. Just as Lector of the great primatial 
Church of all Gaul, at a time when heresy was 
attacking Christian doctrines with such implaca- 
ble violence, at an epoch when none were ad- 
mitted to orders but men of ripe age and tried 
virtue, the young Viator must by reason of his 
application to study, his piety and spirit of 
prayer have possessed the precious gift of intel- 
ligence and knowledge. How often while in 
the exercise of his functions did he not turn to 
God in these words of the royal prophet: “Give 
me understanding and I will search they law, 
and I will keep it with my whole heart” (Ps. 
118, 34). Without neglecting profane studies 
he applied himself by preference to the science 
of sciences, that of God and his religion; light 
from above flooded his pure and well disposed 
heart and wonderfully developed his happy nat- 
ural faculties. 
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Let us not forget that all knowledge which 
does not turn to God is sterile and vain, and that 
all intelligence which does not by the practice 
of virtue lead man to God, his principle and his 
last end is false and dangerous. 

Practice: To apply ourselves to the study of 
the catechism. 


Prayer 


Holy Spirit, uncreated Wisdom, do Thou let 
shine upon our minds Thy divine light, dispel 
the darkness of our ignorance and lead us kindly 
on the path of virtue. And as it pleased Thee 
to shed thy precious gifts on the soul of St. 
Viator, deign likewise to preserve us in virtue 
and to inflame our hearts with the fire of thy 
charity. Amen. (3 Our Fathers, Hail Marys, 
St. Viator, Pray for us.) 


VII Day 
Piety of Saint Viator 


St. Viator was pious. All his virtues seemed 
in some sort to merge themselves in this senti- 
ment which wins the affection of men and the 
blessings of God. At the altar his angelic: mod- 
esty preached the real presence and invited all to 
adore the eucharistic King; from the pulpit 
whence he read the Sacred Scripture, the ardor 
of his charity imparted to his voice an accent 
which stirred in all hearts divine love; while 
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teaching or catechizing he charmed the souls of 
his listeners and won them to the practice of 
virtue; full of compassion for the poor, ever 
ready to succor the needy and ever regardful of 
all around him he spread everywhere the good 
odor of Jesus Christ, that perfume of sweetness 
which “comforts souls and delights the angels” 
(St. Francis de Sales). While the piety of St. 
Viator was profitable to others by the edification 
it gave them, it was for Viator himself a power- 
ful weapon in all conflicts, an efficacious aid in 
all tribulations, a protection in dangers, a light 
in darkness and always a source of peace and 
happiness. According to the beautiful expres- 
sion of Bossuet, the piety of Viator was “the 
whole man.” Let our piety, as that of St. Viator, 
have faith as its light, charity as its practice and 
perfection as its measure. 

Practice: Add today in your prayers some 
particular act of piety in honor of the pious 
Lector of Lyons. 


Prayer 


O God of clemency and goodness, lend a fa- 
vorable ear to the prayers of poor sinners who 
humbly confess the multitude and gravity of 
their faults as well as their powerlessness to ac- 
complish any good; pour down upon them the 
mercies of Thy Heart, and as Thou didst grant 
it to St. Viator, do Thou benignly grant us also 
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the gift of a solid and constant piety, through 
Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. (3 Our Fath- 
ers, Hail Marys, St. Viator pray for us.) 


VIIT Day 
Zeal of Saint Viator 


As our Manual says: “Faith begets zeal” 
which piety maintains. Zeal incites a Christian 
to labor with ardor for the glory of God through 
his own sanctification and that of others. This 
zeal, to quote once more the Manual, must be 
“pure, ardent and lively”; it must be directed 
with much moderation and prudence, and must 
be accompanied by judgment, knowledge and 
disinterestedness. Such was the zeal of St. Via- 
tor who is represented to us as having from his 
childhood attained eminent virtue, and as being, 
even though so young, capable of the most heroic 
sacrifices. St. Viator had yielded his heart to 
the powerful influences of grace; his mind was 
open to all divine inspirations and all his acts 
were directed to the greater glory of God. 

What must not have been his ardor in the 
study of the celestial doctrines! With what a 
tender and sweet charity suffused with holy 
light did he not read the Sacred Books and teach 
their contents to the people of Lyons! Assuredly 
his zeal was free from all bruskness, all impa- 
tience and haughtiness which ever paralyzes the 
best counsels. This happy youth became by his 
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conduct a living commentary of the divine pre- 
cepts which his voice proclaimed. How far 
otherwise is our conduct which ofttimes is indif- 
ferent or even prejudicial to the salvation of our 
neighbor! 

Practice: To stir up our courage in the serv- 
ice of God by recalling the countless benefits 
he has heaped upon us and to labor to make 
known his mercies to all. 


Prayer 


O God, who “art wonderful in Thy saints” 
(Ps. 67), who gavest to St. Viator the zeal of 
Thy love and the ardor of Thy charity to work 
out his sanctification and to labor for the glory 
of Thy blessed Name, inflame our souls with the 
zeal of which the Heart of Jesus is both the 
source and the nourishment; so that we may be 
able to imitate on earth the virtues of our patron 
saint and in his company enjoy Thy beatifying 
vision in heaven forever. Amen. (3 Our Fath- 
ers, Hail Marys, and St. Viator, pray for us.) 


IX Day 
Love of St. Viator for the Blessed Sacrament 


The life of St. Viator as a cleric of the church 
of Lyons was wholly consecrated to the Euchar- 
istic service. This pure lily, whose dazzling 
whiteness and delicious perfume were the glory 
of the sanctuary, had blossomed beneath the rays 
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light and holiness. It would be edifying to relate 
in full the faith and piety of St. Viator when he 
appeared before the tabernacle and served at 
the altar, to tell of the zeal he displayed in the 
adornment and embellishment of the holy place. 
Ever dignified and grave during the ceremonies 
of our august mysteries, respectful, confident and 
full of love, yet is he ever mindful that in the 
presence of the Holy of Holies one must also 
have a religious fear and profound recollection. 


And while St. Viator served so well his Eu- 
charistic Jesus in the care of all that pertains 
to the altar, he served Him still better in his 
heart, which was a living ciborium where he 
delighted to receive often the “Bread of An- 
gels” and “the food of man journeying on earth.” 
(Lauda Sion.) 

Practice: To prove to Our Lord our faith in 
and our love for the Blessed Sacrament by our 
pious and recollected demeanor in the holy 
place, and by receiving Holy Communion often 
and with fervor. 


Prayer 


O, St. Viator, who wast chosen by God to 
stand in His presence and to serve at the august 
mysteries of the altar, deign to obtain for us 
from the Divine Mercy a love for the Blessed 
Sacrament so that we may render to Our Lord 
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hidden beneath the veils of the Sacred Host the 
love and adorations which are so justly due 
Him; grant that after having frequently par- 
taken of this bread of life in the course of our 
pilgrimage here below we may be comforted 
with this Divine Viaticum at the hour of our 
death and be admitted among the number of the 
elect in the Mansions of our Heavenly Father. 
Amen. (3 Our Fathers, Hail Marys, and St. 
Viator, pray for us.) 


St. Viator and 





PARFAl 
THE VIATORIANS 
CHAPTER I 


Father Querbes, Pastor of Vourles and Founder 

of the Clerics of St. Viator 

It is a far cry from St. Viator in the fourth 
century to the Viatorians in the nineteenth, from 
Bishop Just of the primatial church of all Gaul 
to Father Querbes, pastor of the obscure village 
of Vourles. Wondrous are the ways of God 
who has promised that the just shall be in ever- 
lasting remembrance, and who so disposes things 
that fifteen centuries are but as a starry night 
whose heavenly dews cause the renown of his 
saints to bloom afresh to cheer and gladden all 
the world and to cast anew their fragrance in 
the garden of the Church. In fact, these two 
epochs are in a sense not far apart. As Vourles, 
the birthplace of the Community of St. Viator 
in the early nineteenth century, is practically a 
suburb of Lyons, the scene of the blessed lector- 
ate of St. Viator in the late fourth century, so 
too, by reason of the uninterrupted continuity 
of Catholic tradition during these fifteen cen- 
turies the religious events and personages of 
earlier times have been kept ever near the minds 
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and hearts of the people of ensuing ages; and we 
of today know by our own personal experience 
that the saints and the remote epochs which they 
rendered illustrious are even now kept ever pres- 
ent to our religious consciousness by the con- 
stant commemoration we daily make of their 
holy lives in our public liturgical functions and 
in our private devotional practices. We never 
live far from our martyr forebears of apostolic 
times nor from the Gothic cathedrals of the 
glorious Middle Ages. In Lyons the memory 
_of St. Viator and of St. Just has been throughout 
these fifteen centuries the object of special ven- 
eration, and it had been foreordained by God 
that in this modern age his humble servant, Via- 
tor, should be signally glorified by becoming 
again for the children of a thousand churches 
the dispenser of the very same educational bless- 
ings which he in his own day had conferred upon 
the fortunate youth of the church of Lyons. 
God, who willed to place one of His priests of 
Lyons in such circumstances that he felt, as it 
were, constrained to organize a well trained band 
of Catholic teachers, also inspired this priest 
with the holy thought of placing his society of 
catechists under the patronage of St. Viator, the 
model catechist of the glorious early church of 
Lyons. What, indeed, was more appropriate 
and fraught with promise of blessed results than 
that the new catechists should fashion them- 
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selves after the virtues of the zealous Lector of 
Lyons and labor with the inspiration of his ex- 
ample and of his saintly patronage! Auspicious 
was the choice, for today from the grateful 
hearts of a thousand Viatorians and from the 
mouths of tens of thousands of well taught chil- 
dren has the Lord perfected the praise of His 
servant St. Viator, whose sweet name has gone 
with blessing far beyond the pale of Lyons and 
the confines of France and has come laden with 
benediction across the ocean to our own distant 
lands and climes. 

Before the simple story of the rise and spread 
of the community of St. Viator is unfolded, it is 
fitting that a brief word be told of Father 
Querbes, whose life and labors are so closely 
identified with the society he so successfully es- 
tablished. 

Father Querbes, founder of the Institute of 
the Clerics of St. Viator, was born at Lyons, dur- 
ing the Reign of Terror, on the 25th of August, 
1793. His parents were humble artisans, good 
christians, living honestly from the fruit of their 
labor. On the very day of his birth, he had the 
happiness of receiving Holy Baptism from the 
hands of a Catholic priest, in the Church of St. 
Nizier, with the christian name of Louis Marie 
Joseph. Lyons, then armed for the defense of 
religion and the King, was besieged by the 
armies of the Convention. A bomb set fire to 
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the house of the Querbes family. The terrified 
mother had barely time to run to the cradle of 
her child and carry him away hurriedly. 

Louis grew up under the vigilant eye of his 
mother. From his sixth year, he frequented the 
clerical school of his parish, and was soon re- 
markable for his piety, docility, his qualities of 
mind and precocious talents. To a happy mem- 
ory, he joined a prompt and facile intelligence, 
a judgment and a maturity above his age. Whilst 
his mind received science, his heart was simul- 
taneously formed to piety and virtue. The zeal 
of his teacher was admirably seconded by the 
lessons and vigilant solicitude of his parents who 
were desirous to make of their son, above all, a 
good Christian, and, if God deigned to call him, 
a priest of Jesus Christ. 

At the age of eleven, he had the happiness of 
making his first Holy Communion. Withdrawn 
from the influence of bad example, formed to 
piety by the lessons and examples of his mother, 
Louis was an angel of innocence and candor; he 
already understood the beauty and charm of 
virtue. This pious child, a few months before 
being admitted to the Holy Table, had made the 
vow of perpetual chastity. The following is the 
formula of this vow, written on parchment and 
religiously preserved in the Institute of St. Via- 
tor: “I, Louis Marie Joseph Querbes, make the 
vow of chastity for all my life. Lyons, Oct. 
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15th, 1804.” The card on which the vow was 
written was adorned with a picture representing 
the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin and was 
enclosed in a wax sealed parchment envelope, 
which was worn ad modum scapularis. 

Three of his fellow pupils and friends, like 
himself, felt that they were destined to the priest- 
hood. When the four arrived at the course of 
Philosophy, the venerable M. Besson, pastor of 
St. Nizier and later on bishop of Metz, was un- 
willing to part from them. Instead of sending 
them to the Seminary of Agentiere to complete 
their studies, he confided them to one of his inti- 
mate friends, M. Deplace, a man of profound 
knowledge and great virtue. 

Under the direction of such a master, young 
Querbes gave striking proofs of that sagacity, 
that finesse of intellect, that remarkable and sure 
judgment to which all those who knew him bore 
testimony. 

According to M. Alexis Cinquin, almoner of 
the Incarnate Word, M. Deplace often said that 
among the many pupils confided to his care, 
young Abbé Querbes was one of those who pro- 
cured him the greatest sum of sweet consolations 
by his angelic piety, his rare and prompt intelli- 
gence and his admirable facility of speech. 

Louis Querbes had obtained in 1812 the di- 
ploma of Bachelor of Letters before the Faculty 
of Lyons. He desired, should the occasion pre- 
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sent itself, to devote himself to the teaching of 
youth, towards which he felt himself attracted. 
In 1814 he received from the Duke of Angou- 
leme the decoration of the “Fleur de Lis,” as a 
reward for his devotedness to the royal cause. 
He was then a student of Theology at the Sem- 
inary of St. Ireneus. 

Under the influence of his pious and able di- 
rectors he made, at the seminary, constant 
efforts to acquire along with the ecclesiastical 
sciences, the virtues of the good priest. Consid- 
ering the rule as the expression of the will of 
God, he was for the young levites, his classmates, 
a model of regularity, of the spirit of faith, of 
submission, of piety and application to his stud- 
ies. Abbé Querbes was amiable, gay, spiritual, 
frank, piquant in his appreciations; and for this 
reason, his company was eagerly sought. Al- 
ready his qualities of heart had gained him 
numerous friends among the clergy. 

On June 23, 1815, he was admitted to the sub- 
deaconship, and on July 21, 1816, to the deacon- 
ship. In an admirable page written on the eve 
of his ordination to deaconship he inscribed the 
sentiments of his soul. This detailed enumera- 
tion of resolutions, which were to be henceforth 
his rule of conduct, will be read with profit by 
all, and especially by those about to make vows 
or receive orders: ““To conform with the advice 
of my director I write, today the eve of my pro- 
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motion to the deaconship, my sentiments and my 
resolutions, so that I may recall them faithfully 
and follow them in the future. I tremble when 
I think that tomorrow at this hour, I shall be 
invested with the same dignity as St. Stephen 
and St. Lawrence. I am very conscious of my 
unworthiness both on account of my past ini- 
quities and also on account of my imperfections 
and my present defects, particularly a too great 
sensibility and a too natural attachment for my 
parents. I ask the Holy Ghost especially to fill 
my soul with the spirit of firmness and strength 
which are the principal graces of the deacon; 
the spirit of recollection and of prayer to pre- 
serve me from the danger of dissipation, lest the 
too great liberty that I enjoy carry me away; the 
spirit of humility and of meekness that I may 
fittingly comport myself towards my superiors 
and my equals; to repress my peevishness, en- 
liven my sombre and monotonous air, and to dis- 
pel the troublesome ideas that pursue me. I 
take the resolution: 

(1) To learn from this present time the dis- 
positions suitable to the priesthood, and to en- 
deavor to form myself thereto by often recalling 
the words: ‘Onus angelicis humeris formidan- 
dum,’ and by retiring more and more from the 
world. 

“(2) To ask each day of the Blessed Virgin, 
my patron saints and God, ‘qui attingit a fine ad 
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finem fortiter et disponsit omnia sauviter’ to fa- 
cilitate by his grace the means of following the 
vocation to which it seems I am destined or to 
show me that I have been mistaken. 


“(3) To follow a rule exactly in my occupa- 
tions and especially to miss none of my exercises 
of piety. I shall try as much as possible to rise 
at 5 o'clock, and I shall divide the time between 
meditation, mass, the recitation of the office, and 
class work. After class I shall go to the church 
to make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, recite 
two decades of the beads, make my particular 
examen and take my recreation with my fellow 
students. After the afternoon class, I shall again 
repair to the church to say my office and two 
decades of the beads. Then I shall work at my 
theology or instructions and at 8:30 I shall finish 
my beads and make my spiritual reading with 
the evening prayers: the subject of the spiritual 
reading shall ordinarily be the same as that of 
the morrow’s meditation. 


“(4) To work henceforth with ardor but also 
in all purity of motive and intention; I shall 
also ask this grace of God. I place myself from 
this very moment under the special protection 
of Saint Stephen and Saint Lawrence. I rec- 
ommend myself anew to the Blessed Virgin, to 
the holy Angels, to my blessed patrons and I 
pray Jesus Christ to receive as agreeable the of- 
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fering that I shall renew tomorrow with all the 
faculties of my body and of my soul. 


“Lyons, the 2oth of July, 1816. 
‘“QUERBES.”’ 


There was an interval between the termina- 
tion of his theological studies and his elevation 
to the priesthood. During this time, M. Besson 
confided to him the direction of the clerical 
school of St. Nizier. Soon the vigorous and 
wise impulse given by the young master pro- 
duced happy results. The pupils came in num- 
bers from the different parishes of the city and 
worked with energy and advanced in piety. 


Abbé Querbes had principally in view, the 
preparation of subjects for the priesthood. God 
sensibly blessed the efforts of his zeal. Such con- 
soling beginnings were considered as promiseful 
of other successes. M. Besson obtained for Abbé 
Querbes a dispensation of age that he might be 
promoted to the priesthood. The young Levite 
felt in his inmost soul a fear, mysterious, but 
very natural in one who is on the eve of the 
day when he will be invested with such an awe- 
inspiring ministry. He understood all its 
grandeur and felt all its responsibilities. Had 
he taken counsel from none but himself he 
would have declined. But his superiors, deposi- 
taries of the will of God, had called him. As he 
was obedient, according to the example of young 
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Samuel, he answered: “Behold here I am.”’ He 
was ordained to the priesthood Dec. 17th, 1816. 
After his ordination, upon the demand of M. 
Besson, Abbé Querbes was named vicar of St. 
Nizier. The field to be cultivated was vast and 
ravaged by revolutionary storms. The venera- 
ble priest who was working therein, bowed 
down beneath the weight of years and infirmi- 
ties, needed a vigorous auxiliary. All the labor 
of the apostolate, at least all the active part of 
it, fell to the lot of the young vicar. In all cir- 
cumstances he was found to be equal to his po- 
sition; nothing was neglected. His zeal, his 
activity, his spirit and habit of order made him 
find time to attend successfully to the diverse 
works of the parish, to the sodalities, to the daily 
visit to the poor, and particularly to the relig- 
ious instruction of the children. His affable ex- 
terior, his assiduity in assuring the correctness 
of his doctrines, the wisdom, the maturity of his 
acts and words won him in a short time the es- 
teem, confidence and affection of all. 


Abbé Querbes was spoken of with veneration, 
he was frequently consulted and each and every 
one left him, contented and satisfied with the 
interview he had had with this man of God. 
Son of an artisan, he was happy to live in the 
midst of the working people who claimed him as 
one of their own. 
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'When he returned, at night, among his con- 
freres, after a day of hard work, they enjoyed 
hearing him relate, with that frankness which 
characterized him, the diverse incidents of his 
ministry. He carefully omitted the circum- 
stances which might redound to his praise, and 
recounted the edifying details as if they had hap- 
pened to some one else. 

The limits of a rapid biography do not allow 
us to relate the industries of his zeal for the con- 
version of sinners, and those of his charity for 
the alleviation of the poor. Still, how instructive 
and edifying would be such details! To wipe 
away a tear, to assuage a misery, to save a soul 
he spared neither pains nor fatigues nor sacri- 
fices. 

The marks of sympathy which this devoted- 
ness merited him brought down upon him great 
trials from the part of those from whom he 
should have the least expected them. He felt 
them keenly but was never disconcerted by them. 
His zeal never belied itself for an instant; 
should not the glory of God, the salvation of 
souls outweigh all human considerations? 

The clergy of the diocese of Lyons enjoyed 
then, as it does today, the well-merited reputa- 
tion of virtue and ecclesiastical science. The 
Archbishop of Tours, who desired priests of 
virtue and learning to found, in his diocese, a 
house of missionaries, addressed an appeal to 
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the Church of Lyons. M. Courbon, vicar gen- 
eral and administrator of the diocese, in the ab- 
sence of Cardinal Fesch, had designed for this 
place Abbé Querbes, then twenty-nine years of 
age. “My friend,” said he to Querbes, “I wish 
to send you to Tours with Abbé Dufetre. .. . 
You shall be superior of the mission with the 
title of vicar general. There is a great deal of 
future for this mission and much good to be done 
there. Reflect.” Father Querbes, after reflec- 
tion, asked: “Is this an order that you give me, 
Rev. Vicar General?” “No, my friend,” replied 
the latter, “it is a counsel.” ‘Then, please per- 
mit me,” rejoined the Abbé, “‘to decline this 
honor, thanking you at the same time for the con- 
fidence that you repose in me. My greatest de- 
sire would be to remain in the diocese of Lyons 
where I can endeavor to do some good.” 

M. Courbon did not insist. Abbé Donnet 
went to Abbé Dufetre. The latter died bishop 
of Nevers, the former became Cardinal Donnet, 
Archbishop of Bordeaux. 

Abbé Querbes, nevertheless, left St. Nizier 
and was temporarily placed in charge of the 
chapel of St. Eloi, a newly founded parish, in a 
suburb of Lyons. He remained there only a 
few months, 

At about three leagues southwest of Lyons is 
the peaceful village of Vourles. which then 
counted 1,200 inhabitants. The religious inter- 
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ests of this parish were at a low ebb. The pas- 
tors who had succeeded one another since the 
Concordat had seen all their attempts at a Chris- 
tian restoration come to naught. The religious 
life of the whole parish had to be resurrected. 
The inhabitants, filled with prejudices against 
the priest, considered him as a man against 
whom they had to keep on their guard. There 
were, nevertheless, some excellent families in 
Vourles, and among them, a man of great piety, 
Mr. Magneval, the mayor of the commune. Mr. 
Magneval deplored the religious indifference of 
his subjects, but he did not consider it incurable; 
he hoped that a skillful and devoted pastor 
would be able to overcome this apathy. His 
active proceedings at the archiepiscopal palace 
were crowned with success. Abbé Querbes re- 
ceived the mission to go and cultivate this almost 
abandoned portion of the vineyard. After hay- 
ing respectfully manifested his fears to his su- 
periors, he obeyed with the docility of a child. 
On Oct. 31st, 1822, he arrived in this parish 
where he was to die after thirty-seven years of 
laborious ministry. 

In the allocution full of heartfelt sentiments 
which he pronounced from the plupit, on the 
day of his installation, he told his parishioners 
what they were to expect from him. A reputa- 
tion for learning, zeal and virtue had preceded 
him. His first instruction to his parishioners 
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fully justified the idea they had of their pastor. 
The new parish priest set actively to work. 
Solid, piquant and orderly instructions, cate- 
chetical instructions for first communion and 
lessons in the catechism of perseverance, visits to 
the sick and to the poor, all these absorbed his at- 
tention; his zeal embraced everything and was 
adequate to everything. To attract the faithful 
to the church, to win the sympathies and the 
confidence of youth, he had to please whilst in- 
structing. It was in this species of sacred ora- 
tory that he excelled. In the pulpit, during 
Pious reunions, he always knew how to give his 
speech an agreeable turn, an original form and 
to find the word that would remain engraven in 
the mind of his auditors, resuming in itself a 
whole point of doctrine. 


The spirit of evil not finding its portion in 
this success, tried to lessen its effects. The man 
of God directly attacked disorder, vanity, 
worldly pleasures and feasts; he struggled to 
withdraw victims from the demon of indiffer- 
ence, seduction, debauchery, etc. Some thought 
the pastor was unseasonably zealous, desiring to 
reform everything at once. 


The charitable pastor nevertheless continued 
his mission with that liberty and independence 
becoming the exercise of the sacerdotal ministry. 
Without ever departing from the rules of evan- 
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gelical charity traced out by St. Paul, he never 
allowed himself to be guided by that prudence 
of the flesh which the same Apostle reproves. 
In less than a year he was complete master of 
the situation. The hostile minds, becoming less 
and less numerous, began to lose their influence. 
They discovered, at length, that between them- 
selves and the new pastor, there was no combat 
possible and that it was better for them to lay 
down their arms and keep on good terms with 
so powerful an adversary. He was the declared 
enemy of false doctrines, but full of compassion 
for the blinded men who professed them. Abbé 
Querbes had for his parishioners the bowels of 
a father, the heart of the most tender and ever- 
devoted friend. Often the adversary of the eve 
became the protégé of the morrow. We have 
already said what were the sentiments of this 
population for religion and its ministers. The 
moral physiognomy of the parish was soon com- 
pletely changed. The poor were succored, the 
Sunday rest was better respected, religion was 
better known and more widely practiced. The 
parish resembled a family whose pastor was the 
father; the support of the ones, the consoler and 
counselor of the others, the friend of all. He re- 
ceived from his parishioners touching marks of 
sympathy, especially when authority desired to 
take him away from their affection to confide 
other posts to him. In effect Abbé Querbes was 
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first proposed for the pastorship of Saint Con- 
soria at Lyons, and then for the direction of the 
Little Seminary of St. Godard; Divine Provi- 
dence having its designs, accumulated obstacles 
and the proposed nomination did not take place. 

On arriving at Vourles, he had found the 
schools in a deplorable state of abandonment. 
After industrious efforts, thanks to the generous 
help of several rich families, in particular of the 
Misses Comte, it became possible for him, in 
1823, to confide the direction of the girls school 
to the nuns of St. Charles. As it was impossible 
to obtain Brothers, he accepted the services of a 
pious lay teacher, and opened, in his presbytery, 
a clerical school, with a view of recruiting and 
preparing pupils for the seminary. 

The church of Vourles, in its dilapidated con- 
dition, was the picture of the religious decad- 
ence of the inhabitants. After the reform of 
souls, those living temples of the Lord, the new 
pastor proposed the reconstruction of a suitable 
material temple. The population favorably re- 
ceived this project and the mayor lent his active 
and pious co-operation. A subscription was 
opened, the municipal council voted funds, and 
the work was begun actively. The new church, 
built in a short time, was solemnly blessed and 
opened for worship in 1826. | 

Abbé Querbes saw with satisfaction that the 
Sunday offices were more generally frequented. 
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He distributed in abundance to his parish the 
bread of the Word, endeavoring in his instruc- 
tions to convince the minds and touch the hearts. 
Generally he spoke in familiar tones, but his 
language ever remained dignified, resembling, 
in nothing, that of those crabbed preachers who 
drive people away from the Church by their ill 
humor; he did not tolerate any disorder and he 
knew how to give the alarm when any danger 
threatened the fold. In the person of Abbé 
Querbes, goodness, mildness was inseparable 
from zeal. Every one could, with confidence, 
knock, at any hour, at the door of the presbytery; 
and it was to the house of the poor and of the 
afflicted that he most willingly directed his steps. 
With heartfelt words, moral consolations, he 
brought along material help which revived con- 
fidence. His open and jovial character was al- 
lied to a great piety which especially manifested 
itself at the church. At the altar, whilst cele- 
brating the Holy Sacrifice he seemed ravished 
in ecstasy. Those who knew him give testimony 
of his extraordinary spirit of faith. He wanted 
the faithful to have a respectful and modest ex- 
terior in the holy place. After the example of 
Our Lord, he would readily have armed him- 
self with a whip to drive out the profaners. 


For a long time the pastor of Vourles de- 
plored the intolerable state in which the boys’ 
schools were merely existing, especially in the 
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less important localities. The laymen who 
taught these schools, less numerous and less in- 
structed than the lay instructors of today, deeply 
imbued with anti-religious principles, did not 
offer, except in rare cases, any serious guarantee 
of morality, Often they declared themselves 
the adversaries of the pastor, worked openly to 
diminish his influence and to paralyze his min- 
istry. Upon the Catholics and the clergy was 
incumbent the mission of remedying, to the best 
of their ability, this heart-rending situation. 


Abbé Querbes affirmed on all occasions the 
necessity of multiplying Christian teachers, 
when religious instructors could not be had. But 
where could even the raw-material be found 
out of which good secular teachers could be 
evolved? How were they to be formed? Could 
he reasonably think of creating a sort of normal 
school where he might receive and form young 
men who would destine themselves to this kind 
of apostolate? Besides, to succeed in the forma- 
tion of such teachers, he needed men already in- 
structed, having their diplomas, and above all 
possessing profound convictions. 


On seeing these conditions and filled with a 
desire of saving at least the children of France, 
Father Querbes finally wrote somewhat as fol- 
lows to his ecclesiastical superior: “The Revolu- 
tion has caused to disappear entirely the elements 
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a secure Christian education to the young peo- 
ple in the parishes. Formerly at Lyons, young 
students of theology, interrupting every day the 
course of their lessons, were wont to go out from 
the Seminary of St. Charles and hold, in the 
different parishes of the town, l'ttle schools 
called ‘Des Abbés’; and in the country, school- 
masters, for the most part local end under the 
direction of the pastor, were sufficient to form 
childhood to simple morality. There was no 
need in those times for a more vigorous institu- 
tion which would have to struggle constantly 
with uniform spirit and rules against the de- 
pravity of the times. Public morality was a de- 
fense. Parents were the best teachers and chil- 
dren found in the bosom of their father’s family, 
traditions of faith and piety which are found 
more and more rarely today as the spirit of in- 
dependence everywhere extends its ravages.” 
He then paid a tribute to the worthy sons of 
Jean Baptist de LaSalle, who had just been re- 
established at Lyons by Cardinal Fesch, and 
also to ‘‘a recent institution commenced and di- 
rected with the greatest of zeal, and which is 
already bearing fruit, viz., that of the Brothers 
of Mary.” ‘Then, he added: “If there existed 
a place which would be for all times a seminary 
for teachers of the parochial school, a house of 
reunion for the teachers who are already en- 
gaged in their profession, where at certain times 
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they would engage in spiritual exercises and 
renew in themselves the spirit of Christianity; 
and, finally, a house of retirement for those who 
had already spent their strength in the hard 
work of teaching, in which they would find an 
assured retirement from common funds and 
public charity; and if there were in this place 
a man charged (1) with forming teachers, with 
educating young men to assist the pastors of par- 
ishes; (2) with directing the schools whose 
teachers would be affiliated to this society of 
Masters of Parochial Schools, would this not 
be a precious means of compassing as much 
as possible today in one single work, the educa- 
tion of this cherished portion of your vine- 
yardre” In these words, one can see the plan out 
of which grew the Community of St. Viator. 
At first Father Querbes had no intention of © 
founding a religious community. He only 
dreamed of a Christian normal school of a 
somewhat more permanent nature than what we 
today understand by such a school. He wrote 
(June 10, 1829): “Vows alone constitute a re- 
ligious congregation. Here there are none. The 
society which is contemplated is to be in a Chris- 
tain sense a confraternity and in a legal sense 
a charitable corporation, nothing more. Far 
from me the idea of founding an order. .... z 

Father Querbes received but scant encourage- 
ment at first from those at the head of the eccle- 
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siastical affairs in Lyons. The difficulties were 
many, both within and without. These difficul- 
ties arose in the mind of the pastor of Vourles, 
and still he felt himself pressed to undertake 
this work, then so opportune, so absolutely nec- 
essary. In his humility he could not believe 
himself the chosen instrument of Divine Provi- 
dence. And, nevertheless, his solicitude and his 
love for the young were such that he would 
have most willingly sacrified his blood and his 
life for the salvation of a single one of them. 
He carried engraved in his heart this word 
of the Divine Master: ‘“Sinite parvulos venire 
ad me.” Suffer the little ones to come unto Me. 
Later he made it the motto of his Institute. 
During his hours of mortal anguish and men- 
tal torture he was wont to go and seek, at the 
feet of the God of the Tabernacle, light, 
strength, courage and consolation. An interior 
voice, with irresistible power, unceasing re- 
plied: “Time is flying, souls are being lost; 
begin, generously and without delay, heroic 
work to save them.” It was on coming forth 
from one of these intimate colloquies with our 
Lord that he took the resolution of responding 
to this interior voice that pressed him to action. 
What shall he do? In the first place, 
become teacher himself. He brings together a 
few young men whom he forms to piety, whilst 
at the same time giving them the knowledge 
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necessary to obtain the elementary diploma of 
capacity. Instructed in Christian principles, 
these new teachers were themselves to instruct 
the children in the maxims of Christian life. 


The end Abbé Querbes proposed to realize 
at this time was the foundation of a Catholic 
Normal School of pious and well-instructed 
teachers. Nothing indicates the intention of 
founding a religious congregation. He limited 
his ambition to the formation of a small number 
of teachers who would direct, along with his 
school at Vourles, the parochial schools of the 
neighboring parishes, and who would be pre- 
cious auxiliaries to the pastors. In France 
other ecclesiastical persons had acted in the same 
manner, and their initiative was the origin of 
diverse teaching congregations which are today 
quite prosperous. The pastor of Vourles lacked 
resources. Through his pleadings a certain 
number of charitable persons became interested 
in his work. Alms coming at opportune mo- 
ments permitted him to provide for the most 
pressing needs of his infant normal school. 


Gratitude makes it our duty to say that he 
found a particularly devoted and generous co- 
operation in the Misses Comte, whose names 
shall forever be blessed in the Institute of St. 
Viator. They were the providence of the nas- 
cent organization, reserving for themselves only 
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that part of their income which was strictly nec- 
essary. 


The undertaking of Abbé Querbes was soon 
known throughout the diocese. He had besides 
communicated his designs to his confreres in a 
letter wherein he invited them to send him those 
of their young parishioners who, to the aptitudes 
for primary teaching, joined the qualities of 
pious teachers. Several presented themselves, 
some of whom had already their elementary cer- 
tificates. He had to provide the young corpora- 
tion with the means of self-recruitment and of 
establishing itself upon a solid basis. A double 
authorization imposed itself: authorization of 
the ecclesiastical authority and authorization of 
the civil power. 


Mer. de Pins, administrator of the diocese 
of Lyons, in the absence of Cardinal Fesch, com- 
missioned M. Cattet, Vicar General, to take 
charge of this affair. It was then agreed upon 
that the first thing to be done was to take steps 
to obtain the approbation of the Government. 
The pastor of Vourles set out for Paris bring- 
ing along the regulations of exterior order that 
he proposed giving his new association. The 
first article stated that the association of primary 
teachers founded at Vourles would bear the 
name of “Charitable Society of the Schools of 
St. Viator.” 
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St. Viator, chosen as patron, was the disciple 
of the Bishop St. Just and performed at Lyons 
the modest and pious functions of Catechetical 
Lector. As the society had a double end, the 
Christian education of youth and the service of 
the holy altar, Father Querbes thought none 
more appropriate than this young Saint for pa- 
tron of the young Institute. By a decision dated 
August 8, 1829, the Royal Council of Public 
Instruction approved the regulation and stat- 
utes of the Schools of St. Viator. A royal ordi- 
nance of January 10, 1820, sanctioned this de- 
cision and thus gave the young congregation a 
legal existence. 

When he received this ordinance Abbé 
Querbes was engaged in a struggle with unex- 
pected difficulties. He had, according to his 
own expression the “disapproval of the Archi- 
episcopal Administrator.” 

The Archiepiscopal Administrator, at first fa- 
vorable, became all at once opposed to the work 
of the pastor of Vourles. In a letter written with 
his own hand, Abbé Querbes tells us how this 
new obstacle was surmounted: ‘This state of 
things still lasted when the revolution of July 
broke out. Already for a long time the honest 
population bewailed the lack of activity mani- 
fested in preparing the introduction, in country 
towns, of teachers destined to spread instruction 
on a new basis. The event of 1830 gave this 
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project a vigorous impulse, and whilst the pas- 
tor of Vourles was deploring the inaction to 
which he was reduced, he was designated for 
the pastorate of Bourg-Argental. Had the Gov- 
ernment confirmed this nomination, the Insti- 
tute of St. Viator would have perished then and 
there. The pastor accepted the nomination and 
waited during nine months for the result of the 
negotiations of the Archbishopric with the civil 
power. 

A very pious person had told him, three 
months beforehand, that he would not leave 
Vourles. On the 21st of October, St. Viator’s 
Day, he received a letter from the Archbishop- 
ric, stating that the refusal of the Government 
was peremptory, and that the Administrator had 
at last decided to present another priest. The 
pastor of Vourles immediately took his pen to 
make the Archbishop remark this coincidence, 
and on November 3, 1831, he received news that 
in the Council of that same day “the Administra- 
tor had approved the Institution of the Clerics 
of St. Viator, and that he desired its success in 
giving M. Querbes the episcopal blessing.” 
Two years later the Archbishop approved the 
definitive regulations and the ceremonial of re- 
ception. 


The little society saw the number of its mem- 
bers increasing and from that moment it was 
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easy to foresee that it would not confine its ac- 
tion within the limits of the diocese of Lyons. 
To assure the development and progress of 
the work, resources were necessary. Abbé 
Querbes sought to procure some by organizing 
committees of patronage. Under the presidency 
of M. Cholleton, Vicar General, was formed at 
Lyons a bureau of temporal rectors of the 
“Work of St. Viator.” The devotedness, the 
zeal of the members of the committee and of the 
associates procured the means of meeting the 
most pressing needs. Nevertheless, the work 
was born and lived with the stamp of the works 
of God, viz., trials and suffering. Abbé Querbes 
experienced many a difficult crisis, days of cruel 
anguish. ‘His confidence grew with the trials 
and he knew how to communicate it to his little 
flock. In presence of the uncertainty of the fu- 
ture, some members of the society would go and 
disclose their discouraged souls to their supe- 
rior and father. A few words from his heart 
sufficed to dispel their fears, strengthen their 
good will and reanimate their zeal. Persuaded 
that God willed this work, he was confident that 
the necessary means would never be wanting 
to maintain it and assure its development. Be- 
sides, he had an infallible means of disposing 
Divine Providence in’his favor. He addressed 
himself directly to our Lord and asked Him the 
bread necessary to the subsistence of his family. 
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A number of trustworthy persons have related 
that he had been found, time and again, striking 
at the tabernacle door, calling with a touching 
familiarity upon the Divine Prisoner who re- 
sides therein. Has not our Lord said: “Ask 
and you shall receive, knock and it shall be 
opened unto you”? When all seemed hopeless, 
unexpected help always came. 

He bought near the church a house which 
was to serve as the cradle of the Institute. Re- 
paired and arranged for the needs of the work, 
this house has remained just as Abbé Querbes 
had transformed it, with its small interior 
chapel, where everything leads one to piety and 
recollection. 

When the Association had become more de- 
veloped and received a regular legal status, 
Abbé Querbes understood that the time had 
come to give his foundation more stability by 
erecting it into a regular congregation. After 
having long invoked Him from whom flow 
all light and all wisdom, he informed his chil- 
dren of his design and strongly exhorted them 
to redouble their prayers, and promised them 
that he would speak to them more at length con- 
cerning this important question at the epoch of 
the annual reunion. He invited them to pre- 
pare themselves to take more solemn engage- 
ments than those which they had contracted up 
to that time. 
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Knowing how serious and grave is the act by 
which one binds himself to God by the vows 
of religion, he took care to instruct the mem- 
bers of the Association beforehand concerning 
their duties, so as to leave no room for surprise 
or undue enthusiasm. Each one had the time 
to examine, before the tribunal of his conscience 
and before God, all the gravity of the obliga- 
tions that he was about to impose upon himself. 


This annual reunion marks a memorable date 
in the existence of the congregation. It took 
place during the month of October, 1835. All 
the members, without any exception, were pres- 
ent at this retreat preached by the Rev. Father 
Bruneau. During these exercises Father 
Querbes spoke with strength and conviction of 
the religious life to his assembled children; he 
exposed to them the necessity of attaching them- 
selves irrevocably to the service of God by in- 
destructible ties, viz., the vows whose obliga- 
tions, advantages and reward he clearly exposed. 
This exhortation was concluded as follows: 
“From this day, October 21, 1835, feast of our 
Blessed Patron, St. Viator, we are constituted 
into a religious congregation, and henceforth 
each member shall bind himself to the Institute 
by the three vows of religion—Poverty, Chastity 
and Obedience—which he will make first for 
five years, and which he will renew for another 
five years, at the expiration of which he shall 
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be called, if he is judged worthy, to make 
perpetual vows.” These words produced their 
effect. Nearly all the members present pro- 
nounced the three temporary vows of religion. 
The others, following the example of the 
founder, made perpetual vows. From this day 
the Association took its place among the reli- 
gious congregations, since its membership con- 
sisted of persons bound to God by the three vows 
of religion. 

The organization of a regular novitiate be- 
came necessary. For this purpose Abbé 
Querbes acquired in the Forez, not far from 
Montbrison, an old castle, le Poyet, where the 
novices were sent, under the direction of Abbé 
Faure, one of the first subjects who had an- 
swered the call of the founder. 

Abbé Querbes turned his anxious eyes toward 
Rome, desirous of obtaining papal approbation 
for his Institute and thus leave it firmly estab- 
lished upon the immovable rock of the Church. 
He felt confident that Rome’s approval would 
safeguard his Institute from the vicissitudes 
which changes in the diocesan administration 
render unavoidable with respect to congrega- 
tions approved solely by the Bishops. 

On May to, 1838, he embarked at Marseilles. 
He arrived in Rome without any other recom- 
mendation for the successful issue of his project 
than his great confidence in God, a letter from 
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Father Renaud, superior of La Louvesc, for the 
Rev. Father Rosaven, then General of the Com- 
pany of Jesus, and another for the Rev. Father 
de Villefort of the same Company. Father 
Rosaven promised him a most active co-opera- 
tion. From the very first interviews Father de 
Villefort became Father Querbes’ personal 
friend and the friend of the Institute. It would 
be too lengthy to enter here into the details of 
the negotiations. 

At times everything seemed dark and hope- 
less; on the morrow a faint ray of hope gleamed 
through the clouds. The letters written to 
Vourles at this conjuncture give evidence of 
the perplexities, but at the same time of the un- 
shaken confidence of the founder. Fervent sup- 
plication arose from the community at Vourles, 
prayers were offered by the Company of Jesus, 
as well as in several other communities and 
sanctuaries of Rome and of France. Pious per- 
sons to whom Abbé Querbes had given cogni- 
zance of the situation, offered to God fasts and 
alms with their prayers so as to obtain a favora- 
ble result. This situation had lasted several 
months and the success still remained uncertain. 
Seeing the numerous difficulties stirred up by 
the hostility of persons having remained un- 
known, the General of ‘the Jesuits said to Abbé 
Querbes: “I advise you to begin a novena to 
St. Stanislaus Kostka. I hope that, through the 
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intercession of this young Saint, you will ob- 
tain some change in the actual dispositions 
of men.” From the birth of his little commu- 
nity Father Querbes had a particular devotion 
to this amiable young Saint. He often recom- 
mended this same devotion in his conferences 
and in his letters. Following the counsel of 
Father Rosaven, Father Querbes redoubled his 
fervor and confidence. He promised St. Stanis- 
laus, should the project be crowned with success, 
to take him for patron and special protector of 
all the novitiates of the Institute. On the last 
day of the novena the dispositions were changed. 


The Archbishop of Lyons sends commenda- 
tory information concerning Abbé Querbes’ 
work. He adheres to the modifications of the 
statutes and the sacred congregation terminates 
the formalities and concludes with the approba- 
tion of the said statutes. This decree of appro- 
bation was confirmed the 21st of September, 
1838, by our Holy Father, the Pope, Gregory 
XVI. The Apostolic Brief is dated May 31, 
1839. In the course of this very precious docu- 
ment reference is made to the decretals of Greg- 
ory IX in which this Pontiff directs “that 
every priest who has charge of souls should have 
with him a Cleric to sing the sacred chants, to 
read the epistle and lesson, to teach school and 
to urge the parishioners to send their children 
to church to be instructed in the doctrines of the 
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faith which this Cleric will in all chastity teach 
them.” Gregory XVI welcomes the opportu- 
nity offered him by Father Querbes to continue 
the traditions of preceding Pontiffs in their so- 
licitude for the salvation of nations through the 
spread of the Gospel of Christ to which cer- 
tain Institutes consecrate all their energies. His 
Holiness then writes these very encoraging 
words in commendation of our community: 
“Certainly our joy was not little when we heard 
from our venerable brother, Jean Paul Gaston 
de Pins, Archbishop of Amasia in partibus 1n- 
fidelium, and Apostolic Administrator of the 
Diocese of Lyons, that a Society of Parochial 
Clerics or Catechists of St. Viator, established 
for several years in the said diocese, is of great 
utility and of great aid to the welfare of religion, 
as well as to that of the State, on account of its 
principal aim being to form betime to piety and 
learning young men, especially those of the 
poor classes, and to give them thus the habits 
of an honest life.” The Pontiff then declares 
that for this reason he has ordered that the stat- 
utes of this Institute be examined by the Sacred 
Congregation of Bishops and Regulars, in view 
of the Apostolic sanction and approval re- 
quested, so that this new Institute “may produce 
more abundant fruit in the vineyard of the 
Lord.” After receiving a favorable report from 
the Cardinals of the Sacred Congregation of 
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Bishops and Regulars upon the statutes sub- 
mitted by Father Querbes, the Holy Father 
directly approves these constitutions in the fol- 
lowing words: “Consequently, after having 
recognized that the said Institute may do much 
good and be of great advantage to the Catholic 
religion and to the State, we have judged that 
we ought to confirm it by our Supreme Author- 
ity. For which reason... we... in virtue 
of our Apostolic power, approve, confirm, and 
sanction the Association of the Parochial Cler- 
ics or Catechists of St. Viator, and its Consti- 
tutions or Statutes inserted in these present 
letters emanated from us. . . . Given at St. 
Peter’s of Rome, under the ring of the fisher- 
man, the 31st day of May, 1829, and the ninth 
year of our Pontificate.” 


In a personal interview which Father Querbes 
had with the Holy Father, His Holiness spoke 
most cheeringly and hopefully to our venerable 
founder, and in his eagerness for the full real- 
ization of the beneficent aims which the newly 
blessed Institute was calculated to attain, he 
bade farewell to Father Querbes, embodying his 
personal blessing of the Institute in these words: 
“Increase and multiply.” Upon the same occa- 
sion the Holy Father proclaimed Father 
Querbes the first Superior General of the Insti- 
tute. 
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The glad news of the sanction of the Institute 
by Rome was dispatched to Vourles with the 
injunction to intone a hearty “Te Deum” of 
thanksgiving. Having himself in the same 
spirit made a last pilgrimage to the tombs of 
the Apostles, he with thanks took leave of the 
generous hospitality and friendly patronage of 
the Jesuit Fathers in Rome. 


On his return to Vourles, after a year’s ab- 
sence, Father Querbes was received with enthu- 
siasm by his religious and by his parishioners. 
He actively occupied himself in recruiting vo- 
cations and in completing the organization of 
the novitiate. In order to give his Institute sure 
principles of the religious life, he asked of the 
Provincial of the Jesuits, a Father of the Com- 
pany who would fill at Vourles the office of Mas- 
ter of Novices during at least one year. The 
Provincial advised Father Querbes not to take 
a Master of Novices outside the Institute, but 
to designate immediately the one among his re- 
ligious to whom he wished to confide this 
charge, and promised that, to help this incum- 
bent, two Jesuits of long experience would make 
regular and frequent visits at the novitiate. The 
affair was thus settled. Father Querbes con- 
fided the important function of Master of Nov- 
ices to Brother Lhioutaud. He was a man 
of tried virtue, of an ardent zeal for the glory 
of God, and entirely devoted to the Institute; 
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kind, of n humor, he possessed the qualities 
of mind and heart well calculated to gain the 


esteem and affection of the dear youths who 
were to be confided to his care. Those whom he 
formed loved him as a Father and reverenced 
him as a Saint. 

The house of Poyet then numbered twenty- 
eight postulants. ‘The distance of this house 
from all important centers and from the seat 
of the Direction of the Community determined 
Father Querbes to transfer these young men to 
Vourles. Some were sent to the juniorate, oth- 
ers to the novitiate. The inauguration of the 
novitiate took place June 7, 1829, Feast of the 
Sacred Heart. 

The brothers received this news with joy. 
The approbation of the Holy See and the recent 
organization of the House of theNovitiate bound 
them more closely to their Institute, whose 
future seemed assured. All redoubled their 
zeal to recruit and cultivate vocations, and the 
postulants also came in numbers from the diverse 
localities where the schools of St. Viator were 
established. Urgent requests for brothers for 
new foundations multiplied. The blessing of 
God had descended more abundantly and more 
visibly with the approbation of the Vicar of 
Jesus Christ. 

But are not trials unequivocal signs of divine 
protection? Nor, indeed, were they lacking to 
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the work of Father Querbes. It was in 1840; 
the inundations of the Rhone and the Saone had 
occasioned great disasters and brought sudden 
misery in the Lyonese section; the alms of char- 
itable persons were naturally given to the vic- 
tims. ‘The Committee of Benefactors of the 
work of St. Viator established at Lyons was con- 
strained, though reluctantly, to cease its opera- 
tions. At the same time, according as the re- 
sources of charity diminished, the postulants 
arrived in greater numbers. Dearth was soon 
felt in the religious family of Vourles, and the 
Father had felt its reality before the children 
had suspected its existence. During several 
months he gave his community the bread of 
charity. He prayed and made others pray very 
much. At last he saw himself reduced to the 
extremity of sending back his dear novices to 
their respective families, since means were lack- 
ing to keep them. The departure had been fixed 
for December 8. On the morning of that same 
day, after having celebrated Mass and prayed 
Mary Immaculate not to abandon him in this 
cruel trial, he went, according to his usual cus- 
tom, and opened the letter box and there he 
found four one-thousand franc bank notes. The 
author of this providential alms has remained 
unknown. The novices remained and Father 
Querbes continued his work, more than ever 
confident in divine assistance and in the power- 
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ful protection of Mary. The Institute then 
numbered over one hundred religious. During 
the years which followed Father Querbes, yield- 
ing to the urgent and repeated appeals of Bish- 
ops who would not be denied, sent members 
of his Institute to the newly established See of 
St. Louis, Missouri; to Joliette, Canada; to 
Bombay, Hindustan, and to Oakland, Australia. 
These developments took place between the 
years 1841 and 1847. During this time a small 
diocesan association, established at St. Flour by 
Mer. Marguerie, Bishop of that diocese, be- 
came affiliated to the Congregation of St. Via- 
tor. Thus the Institute of the Parochial Clerics 
was established in Auvergne, a country fertile 
in ecclesiastical and religious vocations, and re- 
ceived by this addition a relatively considerable 
number of excellent subjects. A little later in 
1854 this affiliation of the Brothers of St. Odilon 
to the Clerics of St. Viator was followed by that 
of the Brothers of St. John. Mer. Crozier, 
Bishop of Rodez, had founded in his diocese 
a community of teaching brothers. In the same 
manner as the Bishop of St. Flour, Mer. Cro- 
zier grappled with the difficulties of a laborious 
beginning. Seeing that his foundation would 
have a slow development, perhaps a doubtful 
one, he solicited from Father Querbes and ob- 
tained the union of his little community with that 
of the Catechetical Clerics. The seat of this new 
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province then provisionally at Nant was, on 
trial, transplanted to Espalion and, lastly, defi- 
nitely settled at Rodez in 1860. 

The brothers of St. Odilon and those of St. 
John generously made the painful but necessary 
sacrifice of their autonomy and endeavored to 
take with the habit and the rule the spirit of the 
Institute of St. Viator. 

Soon the three incorporated houses had but 
one heart and one soul under the authority of 
one superior. 

By means of these foundations and affiliations 
the schools of the Institute multiplied rapidly 
in the center and in the south of France. Father 
Querbes saw with happiness the realization of 
the wish of the Sovereign Pontiff: ‘Increase 
and multiply.” 

Every year at the time of the reunion he con- 
voked his dear children, who responded joyfully 
to his call. He kept them near him during sev- 
eral weeks, receiving their confidence, consoling 
the ones, encouraging the others, showing him- 
self to all a father possessing an inexhaustible 
tenderness. 

They listened with a respectful avidity and a 
religious docility to the conferences on the ob- 
ligation of the religious life and on the duties 
of the Catechist. After having strengthened 
themselves during the retreat, armed with the 
counsels of the Father, each one went to the 
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station which obedience assigned him, always 
animated with a new zeal and a new ardor. 

Under an exterior which at times appeared 
severe, Father Querbes concealed a sensitive 
soul, a loving heart and an unlimited charity. 
If at times he spoke with vehemence and lively 
emotion against certain faults or certain abuses, 
he calmed himself immediately, and, fearing 
that his zeal might have overstepped the just 
limits, he found an affectionate word to soften 
the rigor of the reproach, to have it accepted 
and to assure its fruit. He delighted to visit his 
brothers in their diverse residences as much as 
he loved to receive them at his own home. In 
these visits nothing escaped his vigilant solici- 
tude. Spiritual needs, conduct, zeal, exactitude 
and health; he inquired concerning everything 
and endeavored to remedy all deficiencies. 
When a director, even for an apparently praise- 
worthy motive, haggled concerning necessary 
expenses, he energetically called him to a more 
reasonable conduct, showing him the irrepar- 
able damage that this ill-calculated economy 
could cause to the Institute and to the Church. 
He condemned with no less force all expenses 
incompatible with religious poverty. 

The fruit of these visits was always precious, 
mostly always lasting. It would be necessary to 
recall all the principles of the religious life and 
of the religious virtues to resume the lessons 
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which this good Father sowed along his way and 
which he confirmed by his examples. 

The letters which he wrote to his brothers are 
masterpieces of naturalness, prudence, foresight 
and goodness. ‘There was never a useless word, 
but not a useful word was lacking. According 
to circumstances he exhorts, he encourages, he 
reprimands, he uplifts by making an appeal to 
reason, to all the good sentiments, to piety espe- 
cially, and that with a tact which is less the fruit 
of skill than the effect of delicacy of heart and 
of tender charity. Besides, how comforted and 
strengthened did ever anyone feel when he re- 
ceived a letter from Father Querbes! All the 
old members gave frequent and ample testimony 
of the relief which this correspondence often 
procured them; they preserved it and reread it 
with a pious respect, not without drawing there- 
from at each perusal a new spiritual profit. 

Amidst the difficult and continued trials 
which he traversed, Father Querbes ever pre- 
served that calm, that serenity of soul which 
faith in Providence always produces. At times 
adversities seemed more intolerable than at oth- 
ers. In 1838 Mgr. Naudot, Bishop of Nevers, 
had given the Institute a house where the young 
aspirants prepared themselves for the elementary 
diploma before being admitted to the Novitiate. 
The house was in a prosperous condition, but 
a misunderstanding with Mgr. Dufetre obliged 
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Father Querbes to close it in 1848. To this trial 
many others succeeded: lack of resources, sick- 
ness, epidemics, political troubles, incessant an- 
noyances on the part of the University, which 
desired to prohibit the religious of the Institute 
from teaching outside the department of the 
Rhone. Thanks to his ability in handling af- 
fairs and to his admirable talent of convincing 
and persuading without indisposing or exasper- 
ating, he happily triumphed over this last ob- 
stacle. After long and laborious negotiations, 
he at last obtained from the State on March 1s, 
1851, a decree which extended the royal appro- 
bation of January 10, 1830, to all of France and 
to the colonies. 

In the presence of a useful institution that 
grew, notwithstanding innumerable obstacles, 
we cannot but experience feelings of real ad- 
miration for the author of this difficult enter- 
prise. But if the Institution unites many men 
under one same discipline, all binding them- 
selves by vow to wish nothing but the will of 
God, all renouncing the goods and pleasures of 
the world after the example of the Incarnate 
Word, to devote themselves unreservedly to the 
salvation of their fellowmen, who can refrain 
from admiring the bold workman who con- 
ceived such a plan and who was able to realize 
it? The distinguished educator, Mgr. Dupan- 
loup, wrote January 20, 1865: “The Society of 
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Parochial Clerics, established by Abbé Querbes, 
is one of the most genuinely Christian and most 
deservedly popular associations of our epoch.” 
Indeed, Father Querbes was more than an ordi- 
nary man. ‘To the genius that conceives he 
joined executive ability and an invincible con- 
stancy. In calling him to play an exceptional 
role in the Church, God, who always propor- 
tions the means to the end, had endowed his soul 
with superior qualities. Our venerable founder 
did not bury the talents he had received. He 
made them produce rich spiritual interest dur- 
ing his life, and God deigns to permit them to 
bear fruits indefinitely through the instrumen- 
tality of his Institute. 


His whole life may be resumed in this motto 
of St. Ignatius: ‘Ad majorem Dei gloram.” 
“For the greater glory of God.” For, indeed, 
it was the pure glory of God that animated him, 
both in the exercise of his functions as pastor 
and in the long and painful labors which his 
vocation as founder of a congregation imposed 
upon him. He looked to the prosperity of both 
his parish and his community; but if his great 
soul bore with alacrity this double burden, the 
excessive labors to which he had to give him- 
self up, both day and night, prematurely ruined 
his health. It was in 1859, ‘““Pray God for me,” 
wrote he in his letters. “Pray Him to give me, 
if it be for His glory, sufficient strength and 
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life to finish the commentary of the statutes and 
the explanation of our holy rules.” He was 
then working at the Manual of the Clerics of 
St. Viator and was writing with faltering hand 
those admirable pages which so eloquently re- 
veal the qualities and the virtues of his soul. To 
the precepts he united his example; he could 
with truth repeat these words of the Master: “I 
have given you the example, that as I have done 
so do ye also.” Exemplum dedo vobis. (John 
XIII-rs.) 

Sickness was, however, continuing its ravages 
and was little by little undermining his robust 
constitution. He was obliged to cease his usual 
work, remain in his room and keep to his bed. 
It was towards the end of winter. The return 
of the beautiful season brought about quite a 
sensible amelioration. As soon as he felt better 
he resumed his ordinary occupations. From the 
pulpit he thanked his dear parishioners for the 
sympathy which they had manifested toward 
him during his illness, and especially for the 
prayers which they had offered to God for his 
intention. He spoke to them of death and judg- 
ment, “‘two facts that he had seen near at hand,” 
and he made them understand how foolish those 
Christians are who wait until the last hour to 
become reconciled with their Judge. After hav- 
ing spoken in touching terms concerning the 
goodness and the mercy of God toward repent- 
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ant sinners, he suggested just sentiments of fear 
to the impenitent sinner: ‘Retain well, my 
brethren, this word of our Holy Books: ‘It is 
a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the liv- 
inewod.? (blebs X237r2) 

During several weeks he continued his func- 
tions, but he rather dragged himself painfully 
along than walked. The disease soon regained 
the upper hand and again forced him to remain 
in his room. 

On August 25, 1859, Feast of St. Louis, his 
patron, the Brothers of the house and of the 
neighboring establishments asserhbled around 
the venerable Father to offer him their compli- 
ments and best wishes on the occasion of his pa- 
tronal feast. The day was beautiful and cloudless. 
Father Querbes came down upon the terrace 
with smiling countenance, but greatly altered by 
suffering. Standing, he received the wishes of 
his dear children and addressed them pious 
counsels which they received as the testament 
of a dying Father. 

He did not, in the least, misapprehend his 
condition. “A few days more,” said he, “and 
I shall become acquainted ih death.” Very 
Rev. Father Favre, Vicar of the Institute, notic- 
ing that the end was approaching gave him 
the last sacraments, which he received with sen- 
timents of admirable piety in the presence of 
the assembled community. The state of extreme 


182 St. Vi tater tand 


weakness to which his long and severe illness 
had reduced him imposed silence upon him. 
Still he was able to articulate a word of adieu 
to his disconsolate sons: “My children, be faith- 
ful to obedience.” This word alone says more 
than a long discourse. In it is contained the 
whole essence of the religious life as well as 
of perfection. The next morning the august in- 
valid was in the throes of his last agony, and the 
same evening, at nine o’clock, he rendered his 
soul to God, September 1, 1859. His body was 
laid to rest in the parish cemetery, where his 
tomb became the object of the frequent visits of 
his pious parishioners and religious. Upon the 
death of Father Querbes, Very Rev. H. M. 
Favre became Superior General of the commu- 
nity, and he continued with zeal the good work 
begun by Father Querbes. The Superior Gen- 
eral continued to reside at Vourles. Father 
Favre died on July 6, 1881, and was succeeded 
in office by Very Rev. Stephen Gonnet, who 
ruled over the destinies of the community until 
the year of his resignation, 1890. Very Rev. P. 
D. Lajoie, C. S. V., who had been the first novice 
of the Canadian Province, then became Supe- 
rior General and governed the community for 
more than a quarter of a century. For general 
convenience, the seat of the General Direction 
was transferred from Vourles to Paris in 1896. 
As a result of the persecutions of the Church 
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which broke out in France in the beginning of 
this century, the General Direction was com- 
pelled to flee from Paris to Jette St. Pierre, near 
Brussels, where it is at the present time. The 
community suffered grievously in the French 
persecutions. Much of the property and many 
of the colleges of the Viatorians were confis- 
cated, and the religious were forbidden to con- 
duct their schools. Many of these determined 
religious, however, refused to leave their post 
and, submitting to secularization, remained as 
teachers in the free schools, trying by this means 
to save the faith of the children of France. The 
persecution, however, reduced the Province of 
Ternes to so precarious a condition that the Gen- 
eral Chapter of 1905 was compelled to suppress 
it and reunite it again to the Province of 
Vourles. 

In May, 1909, the remains-of Father Querbes 
were exhumed in presence of representatives of 
Church and State to be certified, and this public 
act is hopefully considered as one of the steps 
toward his beatification. “La Croix,” a Paris 
newspaper of May 25, thus comments upon the 
touching ceremony: ‘Yesterday took place in 
the cemetery of the little parish of Vourles a 
ceremony which must not be allowed to pass 
unnoticed. Very Rev. Canon Routier went there 
as delegated by His Eminence Cardinal Coullié 
of Lyons, to certify the condition of the remains 
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of Jean Louis Marie Querbes, who was pastor 
of this parish from 1822 to 1859 and the founder 
of the Clerics of St. Viator. Thus are we re- 
minded of one of the great figures of the Lyon- 
ese clergy of the nineteenth century, a figure too 
little known and too soon forgotten. There was 
in Father Querbes, side by side with a beautiful 
intelligence and a wonderful variety of talent, 
a remarkable educator, a priest burning with ar- 
dent zeal, a heart and virtues praised to this day 
by all who have had the happiness of knowing 
him. His memory remains in veneration among 
the members of his twofold family, his parish 
and the community which he founded. His par- 
ish preciously keeps his remains, and his com- 
munity today, now, alas! banished from its 
birthplace, is scattered to the four winds of 
heaven, but its members will from afar look 
upon this solemn ceremony with consolation and 
with hope.” 


Such is, in brief, the life of this priest accord- 
ing to the heart of God and the spirit of the 
Church; a life of complete devotedness, abne- 
gation and sacrifice; a life of faith, zeal and dis- 
interestedness; a pure, humble and laborious 
life. The wise rule which he has left his Clerics 
as his last will is but the reflection of his virtues, 
for, like St. Paul, he could have said to his dis- 
ciples: “Be ye imitators of me as I am of Christ.” 
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Father Querbes had this in common with all 
the Saints, that his virtue of predilection was 
humility. When still a young priest, the way 
to honors opened up before him, but he refused 
to enter it. He chose as seat of his Institute a 
humble little village and selected as its patron 
the humble St. Viator, who had contented him- 
self with the modest rank of Lector in the sacred 
hierarchy. In fine, he desires his religious to 
catechize young children less in the cities where 
a little renown might reach them than in the 
obscurity of the country, and if some are called 
into the great centers, he assigns them the lim- 
ited precinct of asacristy. This thought is beau- 
tifully expressed in one of the stanzas of the 
hymn “Quam dilecta,” which is sung during the 
ceremony of the reception of the Catechists: 

“Sim custos potius liminis in tuo 

Templo, sancte Parens, ultimus in sacro; 
Nec inter sceleratos 
Vanis clarus honoribus.” 

“O Heavenly Father, let me rather be the 
guardian of the threshold and the very last in 
Thy holy temple than loaded with vain honors 
among the wicked.” 

When we compare this life, so beautiful in 
its humility, with the evangelical maxims and 
promises, our filial piety cannot but rejoice in 
the glory which our beloved founder must cer- 
tainly enjoy in heaven. Heaven and earth shall 
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pass away, but this word of our Lord Jesus 
Christ shall ever remain true: ‘Qui se humiliat 
exaltabitur.”’ “Whoever humbleth himself shall 


be exalted.” 
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CHAPTER II 
VIATORIANS IN AMERICA 
The Province of Montreal 


In the middle of the nineteenth century per- 
haps even more than today the need of Catholic 
educators was keenly felt by those in charge of 
the religious interests of the people, in diverse 
sections both of Canada and of the United 
States. The reputation which the Parochial 
Clerics of St. Viator had already won in France 
as aids to the clergy in school and church had 
become known to many bishops and priests on 
this side of the Atlantic. Thus it happened that 
Bishop Joseph Rosati of St. Louis, Missouri, 
and Bishop Ignace Bourget of Montreal, Can- 
ada, almost simultaneously made urgent appeals 
to Very Rev. Father Querbes at Vourles for 
brothers and priests of his community to take 
charge of schools and colleges. In answer to 
the repeated requests of Bishop Rosati, Father 
Querbes sent Brother Thibaudier and Brother 
Lehaie, who were then finishing their theology, 
and two younger brothers by the names of 
Schmidt and McDonald. These four “good 
Americans,” as Father Querbes styles them in 
commending them to the prayers of Brother 
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Archivel, left Havre November 4, 1841. Under 
the benevolent patronage of Bishop Rosati, the 
four brothers began teaching school in Caronde- 
let early in the year 1842. The Bishop, after 
personally superintending the completion of the 
theological studies commenced by Brothers Thi- 
baudier and Lahaie in the seminaries of Autin 
and St. Die, conferred upon them sacred orders 
and immediately urged the opening of a novitiate 
for the recruitment of religious teachers for the 
schools of the new Diocese of St. Louis. Ever 
ready as are the Viatorians to second the under- 
takings of bishops and pastors for the good of 
their flocks, the two young priests in high hopes 
of future success opened a novice house with 
Mr. Solomon Miron as first novice. Both school 
and novitiate were progressing well under the 
wise and sympathetic direction of Bishop Ro- 
sati, who, unfortunately for the young enter- 
prise, died at Rome on the occasion of his ad 
limina visit September, 1843. In his death the 
still struggling band of Viatorians felt they had 
lost their best support. Difficulties of language 
which they had not on their coming anticipated, 
but which they had courageously set themselves 
to overcome by mastering English after their 
arrival, now seemed as though they would para- 
lyze their best efforts. After several years of 
conscientious endeavor Fathers Thibaudier and 
Lahaie, judging that circumstances were not fa- 
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vorable for a permanent establishment in the 
See of St. Louis, determined to return to France 
in 1857. The two young brothers who were with 
them, having finished their engagement with the 
community, returned to their homes. The two 
Fathers, having heard of the recent arrival of 
three Viatorians in Canada, decided to return 
by way of Montreal. They were most cordially 
received by Bishop Bourget and the confreres 
who had just arrived from France that same 
year (1847) to take charge of Joliette College. 
Bishop Bourget immediately appointed the two 
American Fathers to take care of the Irish ex- 
iles of Griffintown, Montreal, who were suffer- 
ing from typhus contracted on the ocean voyage. 
They labored among them until their acute mis- 
ery was over. They then both went to Joliette, 
where Father Thibaudier became director of 
the college, and thereafter pastor of the parish 
of Joliette, where he died after preaching a 
stirring sermon on death. Father Lehaie be- 
came successively director of the College de 
Chambly and pastor of the church of Mile-End 
in Montreal. He was a powerful preacher and 
often filled the pulpit of Notre Dame of Mon- 
treal. Thus, it would seem, had Providence de- 
signed that Joliette should become the first 
permanent establishment of the Viatorians in 
America and that the apparent failure of Caron- 
delet should but supply additional strength to 


190 St. Viator and 


the beginnings of the Viatorians in Canada. We 
have but to admire in this the action of that 
Supernal Wisdom “who reacheth from end to 
end mightily and ordereth all things sweetly.” 
It was in the year 1847 that Bishop Bourget 
returned from Vourles with three brothers, 
whom he succeeded in obtaining from Father 
Querbes in spite of the failure of the St. Louis 
venture and the many calls for his religious at 
home. Bishop Bourget, who would not be de- 
nied, had made a protracted stay in Lyons and 
Vourles, and it was during this time that he 
compiled the very pious life of St. Viator which 
has supplied most of what this book relates of 
our Patron Saint. The three brothers who were 
sent forth with the Bishop were Brothers Cham- 
pagneur, Fayard and Chrétien, who were to 
take charge of a college recently established 
by the Honorable Batholemew Joilette in the 
village of Industrie, afterwards called Joliette. 
Brother Champagneur was born August 8, 
1808, at Recoulé in the Diocese of Rodez, 
France, and entered the novitiate of the Viato- 
rians in 1844. He was personally chosen by 
Bishop Bourget to head this little band of mis- 
sionaries to Canada, and soon after his arrival 
in Joliette, having completed his theological 
studies, he was ordained priest by Bishop Bour- 
get. The three brothers arrived at Joliette on 
May 28, 1847, and on July 31 of the same year 
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Brother Champagneur opened the first perma- 
nent novitiate of the Viatorians on the American 
continent with P. D. Lajoie, the present Superior 
General of the community, as the first novice. 
Father Champagneur labored with unflagging 
zeal for the cause of Catholic education in Can- 
ada, and besides founding many elementary 
schools he established Bourget College at Ri- 
gaud, St. Viator School at Joliette, a Deaf and 
Dumb Institute at Montreal, a Commercial Col- 
lege at Berthier, and St. Louis School in Mon- 
treal. Father Champagneur gave such an im- 
petus to the community that his successors, 
Father Lajoie, Father Beaudry, Father Du- 
chame and Father Foucher, found it possible 
vastly to enlarge the colleges of Joliette and 
Bourget, and with 400 well-trained priests and 
brothers to open new and larger schools to meet 
the increasing demands of the Catholic popula- 
tion. It was under their able direction that Joli- 
ette College became the splendid Seminary of 
Joliette, admittedly one of the best equipped 
modern colleges of the Dominion; that Bourget 
doubled its capacity; that the magnificent 
schools of St. John the Baptist with 1,200 pupils 
was opened; that Viatorian colleges arose at St. 
Joseph de Levis, at Berthier, at Terrebonne, at 
Boucherville, St. Remi, and primary schools too 
numerous to mention. The Canadian Province 
is today the largest province of the community. 
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CHAPTER III 
VIATORIANS IN THE UNITED STATES 


In the middle of the nineteenth century, while 
the Viatorians were fast multiplying their estab- 
lishments in Canada, a number of prosperous 
French Canadian settlements were being made 
on the fertile prairies of northern Illinois. The 
oldest and most important of these was the par- 
ish of Bourbonnais, which was established in 
the early thirties. As is usual in new settle- 
ments, the scattered groups of colonists were 
at first visited only occasionally by mission- 
aries. However, as immigrants were attracted 
in ever-increasing numbers, it was not long 
before each hamlet of Kankakee and_ Iro- 
quois counties enjoyed the more frequent serv- 
ices of the clergy and even had, in many 
instances, its own resident pastor. The Canadian 
bishops were not slow to answer the requests of 
the bishops of Chicago and to provide pastors 
for the fast-growing flocks of Canadian Catho- 
lics in Illinois. In the course of time both 
priests and people began to give their attention 
to the need of Catholic schools. Several years 
before the founding of Notre Dame Academy 
in Bourbonnais in the year 1860 and of St. Jo- 
seph Seminary in Kankakee in the year 1866 
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by the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre 
Dame of Montreal, this field had been culti- 
vated and prepared by the Sisters of the Holy 
Cross and the Sisters of Mercy, whose pioneer 
labors are still vividly and gratefully recalled 
by the oldest inhabitants. 


A Catholic boys’ school was taught in St. 
Anne, IIl., by the Christian Brothers as early 
as 1855. ‘This was popular and in the brief year 
of its existence had attracted a goodly number 
of boys and young men from distant parishes, 
such as Bourbonnais, Manteno, Kankakee and 
L’Erable, when, unfortunately, the good Broth- 
ers were recalled to Montreal on account of the 
-more than grave troubles into which the then 
pastor of St. Anne became involved with the 
episcopal authority of Chicago. This priest, 
whose historic name is known as “the Apostate 
Chiniquy,” after being accused of several mis- 
demeanors, finally resisting the Bishop openly 
and contumaciously, was suspended August 17, 
1856, and publicly and solemnly excommuni- 
cated in St. Anne by Bishop O’Reagan Septem- 
ber 3, 1856. It was only a little more than one 
year that the bells of St. Anne had pealed forth 
their joy in unison with the enthusiasm of the 
people upon the arrival of the Christian Broth- 
ers, and that Chiniquy himself had spectacularly 
entoned the Te Deum and solemnly installed the 
Brothers in the new and only Catholic Boys’ 
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Academy of that large and prosperous section 
of Illinois. It is sad to be obliged to chronicle 
the utter failure of an institution which, under 
less adverse circumstances, would unquestiona- 
bly have proved a grand success. Rightly judg- 
ing that Christian Brothers could not continue 
to exercise their function as Catholic educators 
under the direction of an excommunicated 
priest, the Superior recalled the Brothers, who 
left St. Anne November 17, 1856, a year and 
sixteen days after their arrival. Thus, the acad- 
emy which had been designed as a nursery 
of Catholic faith fell back into the hands of 
the apostate to become a school of schism. 


Possessing a peculiar gift of eloquence, Chi- 
niquy succeeded in persuading a large number 
of his parishioners and of others that he was 
the victim of race prejudice and unfair dealing, 
thus winning the sympathy and adherence of 
many who allowed themselves to be deluded and 
led astray into open schism by this unfaithful 
shepherd, who, by little and little, drew them 
away from the beliefs of the Catholic Church 
into a nondescript sort of Protestantism. He 
and his followers ultimately became allied with 
Presbyterianism. The school which had been 
abandoned by the Christian Brothers was 
eagerly taken up by the schismatic priest and 
his sympathizers and made into an engine for 
the propagandism of their unfaith. A State dis- 
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trict school, which had been built chiefly for 
such as did not and could not elect to attend the 
Chiniquy institution, was destroyed by fire. 
Thus, for a time at least, in the village of St. 
Anne the alternative for all was either Chini- 
quy’s school or no school at all. Many and re- 
peated were the efforts made by the zealous 
priests of other localities to reclaim their erring 
brother, but all to no avail. They at length con- 
fined their efforts to the reclamation of as many 
as possible of the people who had been unwit- 
tingly misled into error and had even incurred 
excommunication. To effect the rehabilitation 
of the schismatics the Bishops of Quebec and 
of Montreal lent valuable aid to the Bishop of 
Chicago by sending to the distraught Canadian 
Catholics of Illinois learned and zealous priests 
and missionaries, who succeeded in winning 
back large numbers of those who had fallen 
away and in solidifying those who had wavered. 
With few exceptions, those who remained ob- 
stinate in their error took refuge in St. Anne, 
which remained the stronghold of schism. Even 
there was “heretic declension” successfully com- 
bated and brought to almost complete extinc- 
tion of those zealous pastors, Father Letellier, 
Father Martel and Father Berard, all of whom 
were educated by the Viatorians. These good 
shepherds succeeded not only in reassembling 
the scattered remnants of the Catholic flock, re- 
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building the parish and endowing it with a 
church and a school, but also in making their 
Church of St. Anne of [llinois, a shrine piously 
visited every year by large pilgrimages of ex- 
piation and reparation. These gratifying re- 
sults are the reward of the ceaseless toil and 
co-operation of pastors and people during half 
a century. Chiniquy remained in St. Anne 
more than twenty-five years after his defection. 
He returned to Canada, where he died in ap- 
parent impenitence in the year 1899. His 
school had long since then vegetated until, lack- 
ing patronage which wisely went to other 
schools, it died of inanition. On the other hand, 
the growth and popularity of parochial schools 
and academies in nearly every parish of Kan- 
kakee and Iroquois counties are convincing evi- 
dence of the genuine Catholicity of those groups 
of Canadians whose faith was at one time so 
sorely tried. 

That these signally blessed results have come 
about is to be ascribed to Him alone who is 
able to draw good out of evil, “the Supernal 
Wisdom who reacheth from end to end mightily 
and ordereth all things sweetly.” Many were 
the instruments employed by Divine Providence 
to work out its designs. Among the agencies 
destined to contribute toward securing the per- 
manence of the Catholic faith and spreading 
Catholic culture far and wide were the Viator- 


The Viatorians 197 


ians. What part they have had in seconding 
the efforts of Bishops and clergy for the relig- 
ious and educational uplift of the Catholics of 
Illinois and neighboring States will be told in 
the following pages. 

It is not unlikely that the Viatorians would, 
in the course of time and independently of any 
religious troubles, have been induced to come 
from Canada to establish schools among the 
populous groups of French Canadians of the dio- 
cese of Chicago. That they came to Bourbon- 
nais as early as 1865, however, i. e., nine years 
after the outbreak of the Chiniquy schism and 
the consequent disparition of the only Catholic 
boys’ school of this region would seem to indi- 
cate that their services were thus eagerly and 
repeatedly solicited because of the long-felt 
want of Catholic teaching Brothers, a want all 
the more keenly felt by reason of the unfortunate 
events which had happened. Previous to the 
arrival of Rev. J. Coté in Bourbonnais, several 
pastors, and among them Vicar General Mail- 
loux, had already very seriously thought of 
establishing a boys’ college in Bourbonnais. 
Their plans, however, had not proved success- 
ful. A rather elaborate district school for boys 
had been built in Bourbonnais, but was in the 
hands of secular teachers, some of whom were 
not Catholics. The girls’ school had already 
for several years been taught by the Sisters of 
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the Congregation of Notre Dame. Immediately 
upon his appointment to the pastorate of Bour- 
bonnais in 1865, Father Coté wrote to Very Rev. 
Father Champagneur, C. S. V., the Provincial 
of the Viatorians in Joilette, Canada, and ur- 
gently pleaded for Brothers to take charge of 
his school for boys. Father Champagneur an- 
swered that the number of pressing demands 
for his Brothers in Canada was already far in 
excess of his supply of members, and that he 
did not deem it possible for him to accede to 
Father Coté’s request, much as he recognized 
the many-sided advantages of a Brothers’ school 
in Bourbonnais. Father Coté, however, who 
would not be denied, having had an understand- 
ing with the Right Rev. James Duggan, D.D., 
Bishop of Chicago, went in person to plead his 
cause before Father Champagneur in Joliette, 
Canada. He concluded his eloquent demonstra- 
tion of the need of a Catholic boys’ school in 
Bourbonnais by saying: 

“Father, you must send at least two brothers 
and a priest who will take up the pastorate of 
Bourbonnais and act as director of the Brothers 
and of the school. ‘With the consent of the 
Bishop, I resign my parish into your hands in 
order to insure the success of an undertaking 
which we all have so much at heart.” 

‘And your” replied Father Champagneur. 
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“T will become curate of St. Mary’s Church 
in Chicago. Deus providebit.” 

Moved by the earnestness and the generous 
sacrifice which Father Coté was ready to make 
in order to bring the Viatorians to Illinois, 
Father Champagneur again looked over the 
brief list of his subjects and after mature delib- 
eration selected the three whom he would send 
to Bourbonnais. They were the Rev. Father 
Pierre Beaudoin, Brother Jean Baptiste Ber- 
nard and Brother Augustin Martel, who, not 
without certain misgivings, forthwith left Mon- 
treal, arriving in Bourbonnais in September, 
1865. The cordial welcome which awaited 
them in Bourbonnais reassured them, and they, 
on their side, were not slow, to address them- 
selves to their several tasks with the skill and 
enthusiasm of Apostles conscious of their high 
and holy cause, and determined not to be 
daunted by the obstacles which everywhere se- 
verely try the courage of pioneers. It fell to 
Father Beaudoin to continue and to perfect the 
pastoral work so well begun by his predecessors 
in the fold of Bourbonnais. The parish of 
Bourbonnais, such as Father Beaudoin left it 
after thirty-five years of ministry is the most 
eloquent proof of the eminent worth of his long 
and devoted service. Solid faith and solid piety 
were the two traits which he reproduced from 
his own life in the lives of his parishioners. Per- 
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sonally and through others he instructed his peo- 
ple in the doctrines of religion and trained them 
so well in the practice of its obligations that 
Bourbonnais deservedly became known as the 
most devout parish of Illinois’ little Canada. 
He disdained controversy with free thinkers or 
schismatics, of whom there were but few. His 
peculiar attitude towards them was that he 
could convert them only by means of prayer or 
of his fists. He was in agreement with no less 
an authority than Cardinal Newman as regards 
the futility of controversy and the efficacy of 
prayer as a means of conversion. His readiness 
to resort to muscular persuasion compelled the 
few lay theologians of the village to waste their 
harmless challenges on the vacant air and to 
keep at a respectable distance from a shepherd 
“armed with a sling and pebbles from the 
brook,”—“Gentle to his own, and to his enemies 
terrible.” (Parad. XII, 53.) By temperament 
cheerful, sociable, vivacious, quick, ardent, and 
by his religious training zealous for the good 
of the people and the education of the young, he 
endeared himself to all from the beginning to 
the end of his long and laborious career. He 
won and kept the confidence and the co-opera- 
tion of the people and also the good will and 
patronage of the clergy and Bishops of Chicago 
and Peoria for the upbuilding of the institu- 
tions of learning which have made Bourbonnais 
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so widely known as a centre of Catholic educa- 
tion. 

But on their arrival in September, 1865, Fa- 
ther Beaudoin and the two Brothers found in 
Bourbonnais nothing save a very quiet hamlet 
such as there are many in the Province of Que- 
bec, a small village whose modest cottages were 
strewn along an irregular line which was the 
original Indian trail. About the middle of this 
winding street were the Church, the school for 
girls taught by the Congregation Nuns and the 
recently erected public school for boys con- 
ducted by lay teachers. It was this building 
which was to become the theatre of the activities 
of the Brothers and was destined to develop 
into a large college. ‘The house was of stone, 
sixty by thirty feet and two sories high. The 
Brothers, having obtained their certificates from 
the Kankakee Superintendent of Public Schools, 
began to teach the hundred boys who were in 
attendance. The school was at first both public 
and parochial. Soon, however, the Brothers 
purchased the building from the School Board 
for $3,000 payable in teaching. Thereafter the 
school became an independent or parochial in- 
stitution. However, the district school continued 
to be taught by the Brothers in the same build- 
ing. This modest institution steadily prospered, 
becoming an important Commercial School, and 
gained a reputation that attracted students from 
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far and near. Father Beaudoin, seeing that it 
was bound to outgrow its actual proportions, 
called for assistants to open a classical college; 
and Father Thomas Roy was sent from Canada 
in 1868. With his arrival and the accession of the 
necessary professors began a period of added 
vigor in the history of the Viatorians in the 
United States. In the beginning of the Sep- 
tember session of the same year, Father Roy 
inaugurated the classical course. ‘This was the 
birth of St. Viator College. In 1870 a new stone 
structure was erected, the material for which 
had been hauled during the winter from neigh- 
boring quarries by the willing farmers of the 
parish. In 1874 the new building was com- 
pleted and a University Charter was obtained 
for the college from the Illinois State Legis- 
lature. The new institution was now an assured 
success and Father Roy continued at its head un- 
til 1879, when failing health compelled him to 
return to Canada where he died the same year. 
That Father Roy is still remembered affection- 
ately at the college he founded is attested by 
the fact that a beautiful Roy Memorial Chapel 
had been erected as an addition to the old build- 
ing which was burned in 1906; and when the 
college was rebuilt the same year one of the 
new buildings was dedicated to his memory. 


Very Rev. M. J. Marsile, C. S. V. succeeded 
Father Roy as president of St. Viator College 
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and ruled over the destinies of the rising insti- 
tution until the year 1906. Under Father Mar- 
sile’s administration, St. Viator College grew 
very rapidly, and offered complete courses in the 
classics, in philosophy and theology, as well as 
in the commercial branches. Father Marsile 
was very much beloved by all of those with 
whom he came in contact, and many hundreds 
of old students still hold an undying affection 
for the former president of St. Viator College. 
During these years St. Viator College gradu- 
ated many hundreds of priests who have done 
noble service in the sacred ministry, and takes 
justifiable pride in counting among its alumni, 
Rt. Rev. J. P. Lynch, D. D., Bishop of Dallas; 
Rt. Rev. A. J. McGavick, D. D., Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago; Rt. Rev. Mgr. G. M. Legris, 
D. D. and Rt. Rev. Mer. M. Fitzsimmons, V. G. 
Many prominent professional and business men 
also claim St. Viator’s as the home of their col- 
lege days. As the college expanded many addi- 
tions were made to the original building which 
had been erected through the generous help of 
the farmers surrounding Bourbonnais, among 
the latest of these additions being the beautiful 
Roy Memorial Chapel of the Sacred Heart and 
the Bernard Gymnasium. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, these magnificent piles were swept away 
by fire, with the exception of the recently erected 
gymnasium, on the evening of February 21, 1906, 
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and in the morning nothing material remained 
of forty-one years of labor but a smoking pile 
of ruins. Father Marsile and his brethren in 
religion were not discouraged, however, and 
hastily set about rebuilding a new and a greater 
St. Viator College. The alumni and friends of 
the college, and among them Mr. Andrew Car- 
negie, generously responded to the appeals for 
aid, and soon two magnificent new buildings 
took the place of the old structures that had been 
destroyed. In the summer of the following year, 
Father Marsile, worn out by the labors of his 
long tenure of office, laid down the responsibil- 
ity of the presidency and was succeeded by the 
-Very Rev. J. P. O’Mahoney, C. S. V. 

Father O’Mahoney, when appointed, was the 
youngest college president in the United States, 
but he earnestly applied himself to the work of 
keeping St. Viator College well on its progress- 
ing march. Under his administration the num- 
ber of courses given has been gradually in- 
creased. St. Viator College now has a well or- 
dered high school course and college courses 
leading to the degrees of A. B., Ph. B., Litt. B. 
and B.Sc. In addition there is a complete theo- 
logical course of four years. An agricultural 
course was first essayed in 1914. 

The Fathers and Brothers of St. Viator have 
had charge at diverse times of parochial schools 
for boys in Cohoes and Ogdensburg, N. Y., in 
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Baker City, Oregon, in Kankakee, Bourbonnais, 
Aurora, St. George, and Chicago, IIl.; the Holy 
Name Cathedral School for Boys with a yearly 
enrollment of between five and six hundred boys 
being the most numerously attended. This 
school after twenty years of successful operation, 
was converted into a parochial school for boys 
and girls and placed in charge of Sisters upon 
the division of the cathedral parish and the 
foundation of St. Dominic’s parish. Of all the 
parish schools taught by the Viatorians that of 
Bourbonnais alone remains in their charge, the 
Sisters having, for economic reasons, replaced 
the Brothers generally in Catholic grammar 
schools throughout the country. In Bourbon- 
nais, where the population is entirely Catholic 
the district school for boys is taught by the 
Brothers, that for girls is taught by the sisters, 
and the teachers of both schools receive their 
salary from the village school board. In 1909 
at the urgent request of Rt. Rev. Bishop Thomas 
O’Gorman, of Sioux Falls, a staff of Viatorian 
teachers were sent to take charge of a Catholic 
College at Chamberlain, South Dakota, on the 
site and in the buildings of the Indian School 
sold that year to the Bishop by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. The community assumed the obliga- 
tions of the purchase. On account of the liberal 
patronage of the Dakota Knights of Columbus 
the institution was appropriately called Colum- 
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bus College. Rev. W. J. Supernant, C. 8. V., 
and his faculty of eight teachers Were the pioneer 
workers in this fruitful part of the Lord’s vine- 
yard. In 1910 the main building was destroyed 
by fire and immediately a sufficient sum was 
raised in the diocese for the construction of the 
new and more spacious O’Gorman Hall. The 
college answers a need of that fast growing State, 
and both clergy and people appreciate the ad- 
vantages it affords them. The clerical retreat 
is held there annually. After four years of ardu- 
ous work Father Supernant was succeeded as 
president by Rev. M. J. Breen, C. S. V., in Sep- 
tember, 1913. The first college graduates were 
the five A. B.’s of 1915. 


The members of the community have taken a 
prominent part in the yearly deliberations of 
the Catholic Educational Association of Amer- 
ica and the papers which they read before that 
body have attracted merited attention. Besides 
these contributions to our educational literature 
and their frequent lectures and sermons on edu- 
cation they have published books on the higher 
mathematics, literary criticism, books of original 
French verse and have written a number of mer- 
itorious stage plays. ‘““The Viatorian,” a monthly 
publication edited by the students of St. Viator 
College, Bourbonnais, Ill., constitutes a yearly 
volume which represents the high grade of edu- 
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cation imparted by the Viatorians at St. Viator 
College. 
PARISHES. 


Since 1865 the priests of St. Viator have un- 
interruptedly had charge of the parish of Bour- 
bonnais, Ill. Father Beaudoin, who became 
Dean, remained in active service until 1900, 
when he retired on account of ill health. He 
remained in Bourbonnais where he was honored 
as pastor emeritus and had the happiness of cele- 
brating the golden jubilee of his priesthood in 
1911 amid the most gratifying evidences of the 
faith and piety which he had so long and so 
well cultivated in his loved parish. After edify- 
ing all by his patience in sickness, as he had 
served all by his zeal while in health, he died 
piously May 1, 1913. 

Upon the resignation of Father Beaudoin in 
1900, V. Rev. C. Fournier, C. 8. V., whose many 
labors as first provincial will be herewith re- 
corded, became pastor of Bourbonnais. He was 
succeeded in 1908 by Rev. M. F. Dugas, C. S. 
V., who resigned in 1913, when Rev. J. A. 
Charlebois, C. S. V., was placed in charge of 
the parish. On account of the religious activ- 
ities of the parish, the large number of societies, 
the many devotions and the piety of the faithful, 
all the pastors have found it necessary to secure 
the assistance of one or more of the college 
priests who have always readily lent their valu- 
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able services to the Reverend pastors for the com- 
passing of the excellent religious work which 
all had at heart to accomplish in the parish. 

In Beaverville, Ill., Rev. L. G. Langlais, a 
Viatorian, labored long and fruitfully, endow- 
ing the congregation with a Catholic school 
which grew into an important boarding acad- 
emy and became the-mother house of the Sisters 
Servants of the Sacred Heart of Mary in the 
United States. Father M. F. Dugas, C. S. V., 
continued the good work of Father Langlais un- 
til he was appointed pastor of Bourbonnais in 
1908, when Rev. M. J. Marsile, C.S. V., became 
pastor of Beaverville and built the monumental 
church which is the pride of the village and one 
of the most elaborate churches of the diocese 
of Peoria. 

The parish of St. Viator, Chicago, was or- 
ganized in 1890 by Very Rev. C. Fournier. A 
frame church was built near the corner of Bel- 
mont and Crawford Avenues. During the ad- 
ministration of Very Rev. A. Corcoran, C. S. V. 
as provincial, a parochial school building was 
erected near the church. The school was 
taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph. At this 
time Rey. T. J. McCormick, C. 8S. V., built 
what was first known as the mission chapel of 
St. Edward at Sunnyside and Lowell Avenues. 
It was not long before it was found necessary 
to send a resident priest to attend to the increas- 
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ing number of Catholics who came to reside in 
that section. Father McCormick became. the 
first resident pastor of St. Edward’s Church 
and was succeeded by Rev. J. J. Cregan, 
C. S. V., during whose pastorate the present 
large parochial school was erected and placed 
in charge of the Sisters of St. Dominic. 
When, after leaving St. Edward’s, Father Mc- 
Cormick became pastor of St. Viator’s church, 
he purchased a new and more convenient site 
for the erection of what was to be the permanent 
school and church buildings of the parish of St. 
Viator, and built on the corner of Addison and 
Kedvale Avenues an edifice which is considered 
the model church and school combination in the 
city. Ample ground was left for the erection 
of the Sisters’ residence, which was built by Rev. 
J. F. Ryan, C. S. V., in 1913, and for the church 
and pastoral residence now in contemplation. 
In both the parishes of St. Edward and of St. 
Viator the pastor has a resident assistant. In 
1915 the daily school attendance at St. Edward’s 
had risen to 260 and at St. Viator’s to 290 chil- 
dren. 


In addition to this the Fathers of the commun- 
ity have charge of several hospital chaplaincies 
and of the parishes and missions of Chamber- 
lain, Pukwana, Red Lake, Plankinton and 
Mount Vernon in the diocese of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota,of Palatka, Florida and Engadine, 
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Michigan. To answer the pressing needs of Rt. | 
Rev. Bishops the Viatorian Fathers have at 
diverse times been pastors of churches in Aurora, 
Manteno, and St. George, in the archdiocese of 
Chicago; in Brimfield, Dwight and Sunburry 
in the diocese of Peoria; in Roy and Ashland 
in the archdiocese of Portland, Oregon, and in 
Letcher in the diocese of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. 
THE VIATORIAN MISSIONARIES. 


In the year 1912 the Viatorians entered the 
mission field. Up to this time in the United 
States, they had not engaged specifically in giv- 
ing missions. But in 1910, the Rev. Peter F. 
Brown, C. S. V., was sent to the Apostolic Mis- 
sion House, Washington, D. C., to prepare him- 
self to direct the mission band of the Viatorians. 
Since 1912 the Viatorian Missionary Fathers 
have actively engaged in missionary work, and 
have given successful missions in Chicago, Pe- 
oria and other towns in Illinois, as well as in 
the States of Michigan, Iowa, Nebraska, Da- 
kota, and Montana. The missionaries have heard 
yearly over 40,000 confessions and left each year 
more than 200 converts under instructions. The 
headquarters of the mission band, which is un- 
der the direction of the Superior of the Viator- 
ian Missionary Fathers, is at St. Viator’s Nor- 
mal Institute, 3208 North Crawford Avenue, 
Chicago, IIl., to whom all applications for mis- 
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_ sions, retreats, triduums, or forty hours are ad- 
dressed. 

As has been already said, the Viatorians were 
intended by their founder to be both in school 
and pulpit the adjutants of the secular clergy 
in the work of evangelizing, catechising and con- 
verting young and old, of forming and reform- 
ing, of finding the lost sheep and bringing back 
to the fold those who had strayed away in by- 
ways of faithless dalliance. Therefore, the work 
of the missions is distinctively a part of the work 
of the Viatorians. In the “Livre d’Or” of Fa- 
ther Querbes, the saintly founder of the Fathers 
and Brothers of St. Viator, are found several 
chapters of special instructions to his priests on 
the ministry of preaching and catechising, and 
on the conducting of missions. Here he urges 
his missionaries to address themselves to this 
great work with an ardent zeal. He bids them 
act always in perfect accord with the pastors, 
never undertaking anything contrary to their de- 
sires. A time specification which allows us to 
understand the woeful need of religious instruc- 
tion in those days, is to the effect that, ‘these 
missions shall not ordinarily last more than forty 
days, the time formerly employed for the instruc- 
tion of catechumens.” . Again, he specifies that 
the evening sermons shall be upon dogmatic sub- 
jects; the creed, the mysteries, sacred history, 
and a seasonable refutation of impious systems; 
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then, moral sermons on Catholic worship. The 
great prayers (Pater and Ave,) the sacraments, 
the precepts of the decalogue and of the Church 
are to form the subjects of the morning instruc- 
tion. Father Querbes even prescribes the style 
in which these sermons are to be prepared so 
as to be instructive, illuminative, practical, con- 
vincing and persuasive. He proscribes all effort 
at mere verbal brilliancy and rhetorical eclat, 
according to that sound principle of sacred elo- 
quence which holds that “There is no greater 
barrier to the grace of God entering into a sou! 
than the fine and flowery rhetoric of a preacher.” 
While discountenancing whatever is merely 
spectacular and sensational, he directs that the 
solemn acts of faith, of hope and of contrition 
be made after the sermons on the creed, prayer 
and the sacraments. He advises that the mis- 
sion conclude with the founding of such pious 
associations as may be deemed needful by the 
pastor, such as a parochial library, temperance 
and benevolent societies. Finally, Father Quer- 
bes reminds the missionaries that their vocation 
obliges them to have a special care for the young, 
and that consequently during missions the chil- 
dren are to be assembled in the Church at suit- 
able hours to hear catechetical instructions. In 
the expounding of Holy Scripture and in the 
service of the Holy Altar, they are to be inspired 
by the zeal, the learning and the piety of their 
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young patron, St. Viator, who was a Lector of 
the Cathedral of Lyons in those early ages when 
even the youngest Levites were the kin of mar- 
tyrs. 

In France, where the Viatorians were first es- 
tablished, their successes in school and pulpit 
were so solid, not to say brilliant, that after three- 
quarters of a century of devoted service in re- 
claiming moral wanderers bewildered by the 
lurid glare of religious upheavals and moral 
eruptions, after all these years of relentless effort 
in solidifying the weak and wavering, and stimu- 
lating the good to still holier lives, so close had 
they grown to the hearts of the people and the 
children of the poor that they were among the 
first to be singled out and disrupted by the athe- 
istic government of the “Eldest Daughter.” Dis- 
banded they were, but not silenced, for they have 
grown more boldly eloquent and are still among 
the forces now working most effectively for the 
rehabilitation of the Church in France. Though 
ousted from their homes and schools, compara- 
tively few have taken the road of exile, the ma- 
jority remaining on the scene beneath the friend- 
lier dome of the national sky, which spiteful in- 
fidels had left to them, finding shelter among the 
poor whose children they gather about them in 
improvised schools, thus inducing the parents to 
relearn the road to Church on Sundays, where 
these brave educators again gladly lend their 
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efficient help to the secular priests. The story 
of the re-christianising of France might be more 
woeful and the outlook more hopeless were it 
not for the activities of such devoted men in the 
work of salvage from the wrecks of too frequent 
cataclysms. 

The Viatorian Missionaries in the United 
States have been true to the traditions left them 
by their European brethren, and in giving mis- 
sions, have not forgotten the valued instructions 
left them by their saintly founder. One of the 
features of a Viatorian Mission, besides the ser- 
mon on Vocation, is what has come to be known 
as the “Baby Mission,” where all the young chil- 
dren are assembled together in the Church and 
after the instruction, receive individually the 
blessing of the Missionary Fathers. It is confi- 
dently hoped that the work of the Viatorian Mis- 
sionaries will grow and expand, and that through 
their efforts many souls will be brought to a 
better knowledge and service of God. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE AMERICAN PROVINCE. 


From 1865 to 1882 the Clerics of St. Viator 
employed in the United States were members of 
the Canadian Provinces sent and directed by the 
Very Rev. Superior, then residing at Joliette, 
Canada. That noble self-sacrifice, devotedness 
and ability were displayed and splendid results 
achieved by these deeply religious men needs no 
re-statement here. To say that they painstak- 
ingly fostered the tender American offspring of 
the community until it waxed strong and capable 
of autonomy is to sum up, perhaps too briefly, 
the completeness of their work and the measure 
of their great merits; it is recording but sum- 
marily the generosity of the Canadian Province 
in supplying the American houses with capable 
men and the wisdom and solicitude with which 
the Provincial Superiors ever governed this dis- 
tant colony. In 1882 the Very Rev. Superior 
General and his counsellors became convinced 
that it would be advantageous to open a novitiate 
in Illinois in the hope of attracting American 
young men to the ranks of the community, and 
of training them to continue the labors which 
had been commenced and successfully carried 
on by members from abroad. To this end 
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the Most Rev. Archbishop of Montreal and 
Very Rev. Superior General, with the assent of 
the Most Rev. Archbishop of Chicago and the 
approval of Rome, placed all the members of 
the community then employed in the Middle 
West under the jurisdiction of a local superior 
who would henceforth direct the activities of 
the American Province and would deal directly 
with the General Administration. V. Rev. Cyril 
Fournier, C. S. V., was appointed Provincial 
Superior and Master of Novices. Arriving from 
Canada in the summer of 1882, V. Rev. Father 
Fournier obtained from his Grace, the Arch- 
bishop of Chicago, the required authorization 
for the opening of the novitiate. In a letter 
dated Chicago, August 2, 1882, the Most Rev. 
Archbishop says: 

“T hereby grant permission to the Congrega- 
tion of St. Viateur to establish a novitiate at 
Bourbonnais Grove in the diocese of Chicago. 


(Signed) P. A. FEEHAN, 
Abp. Chicago.” 


His Grace took a lively personal interest in 
the new departure of the community and by 
sanctioning the extension of spiritual favors to 
the promoters of the undertaking as well as by 
his own wise counsel and his timely material as- 
sistance he assured the life and healthful growth 
of the nascent province. It was not long after 
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these beginnings that he honored the young prov- 
ince by entrusting to its members his cathedral 
school for boys. Father Fournier had been 
cordially welcomed by his confreres and by the 
people of Bourbonnais. On the 6th of October, 
1882, the feast of St. Bruno, he opened the no- 
vitiate in a modest cottage which had been 
rented at the south end of the village and had 
been prepared for the purposes of a novice house. 
Four young men who had been students at St. 
Viator College entered as novices. Three of 
these had followed the commercial course; the 
fourth had finished the course of philosophy and 
was directed, shortly after taking the habit, to 
follow the courses of theology taught at the col- 
lege. 


In those days the novices rose at 4:30; the 
house, not being heated by steam or hot air, was 
sometimes quite cold. However, the novices 
were happy and healthy. The time which was 
not employed in vocal or mental prayer or in 
listening to the instructions and interesting con- 
ferences of the novice master was devoted partly 
to translating the manual of the novices, to study, 
to manual labor, or to recreation. Father Four- 
nier had a remarkable talent for keeping his 
novices busy and under his serious, yet genial 
management the hours and days flew all but too 
quickly by in that humble and happy religious 
home. The year after, in order to afford room 
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for more postulants Father Fournier purchased 
a large lot with a more spacious house known as 
the Senesac mansion. This, while not a palace, 
was more convenient by reason of its size and its 
location near the church and directly in front of 
the college. In this new lodgment the number 
of postulants soon increased from four to ten and 
even to fifteen. Among these, it may be useful 
to note as a matter of record, was admitted on 
May 3, 1883, a young man born in Paris in 1854 
and who, after spending eight months in the 
novitiate, left quite suddenly and afterwards be- 
came widely known as “archbishop” René Vil- 
latte. Mr. Villatte was twenty-nine years old 
when he applied for admission. He had had a 
number of adventures in Canada concerning 
which, he was wholly silent. Tall, well dressed, 
well mannered and provided with proper recom- 
mendations supposedly genuine, he was ac- 
cepted. While he had made no classical studies, 
knew no Latin, and only a little French, he re- 
vealed such a remarkable talent for cooking that 
it was thought he would make a good chef and 
thus render some service to the community. This, 
however, was not to be. He was destined to be- 
come an archbishop of the Old Catholics of 
America. His unexpected departure took place 
December 30, 1883. As he had been gentle- 
manly, cheerful, regular and even, to all appear- 
ances pious, it was with pained surprise that 
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his confreres of yesterday heard that Mr. Vil- 
late had gone to St. Anne to join Chiniquy. 
Many were the prayers said for his conversion. 
How, after a few months’ stay, he left Chiniquy 
to place himself in the hands of the Episcopalian 
Bishop Grafton of Fond-du-Lac, Wis., who sent 
him to Switzerland to be ordained by Bishop 
Herzog, how he returned and paraded as bishop 
and archbishop has all these many years become 
the subject of public comment, and may be left 
to the discreet appraisal of some future historian. 
Mention is here made of his brief connection 
with the community so as to enable the reader 
to judge whether in any measure the Viatorians 
may be held responsible for the vagaries of this 
notorious adventurer. 


The keen and fraternal interest which Arch- 
bishop Feehan had always taken in the progress 
of the American province prompted him to sug- 
gest to Father Fournier the project of moving 
the novitiate from Bourbonnais to Chicago. "The 
Archbishop directed Father Fournier’s attention 
to a sixteen-acre tract of land at Crawford and 
Belmont Avenues, which could be had for $20,- 
ooo, and which offered a suitable location for 
the novitiate, a school and a parish church. After 
duly weighing these important matters with his 
council Father Fournier effected the purchase 
of the Chicago property and in July, 1888, came 
with the novices to take up his temporary resi- 
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dence in the farmhouse which stood embowered 
among the trees that adorned the farm. Father 
Fournier was to begin anew another period of 
pioneering. ‘The house, while sizable for a 
farmstead, was small relatively to the number 
of occupants it had now to shelter; nine novices, 
three teachers and the novice master. An ex- 
tension was built at the south end of the cottage 
to serve the purposes of a chapel, study and con- 
ference room. A system of upper and lower 
berths installed in the exiguous rooms afforded 
sleeping accommodations to all. Many coven- 
iences were lacking; even necessaries were often 
days behind in arriving by reason of the distance 
to markets and the bad roads. Visitors in those 
days often took the precaution to bring along 
provisions. Except Milwaukee Avenue, then a 
respectable turnpike road which was fenced in, 
the other streets and avenues were mere imagin- 
ary lines, there being only zigzagging wagon 
roads and criss-crossing private paths across the 
flat and oozy prairie. Street cars on Milwaukee 
Avenue stopped three miles east, and steam roads 
had stations a mile and two miles distant. How- 
ever, this relative inaccessibility had its advan- 
tage in that it assured the tranquility, the bliss- 
ful solitude so favorable to a house of formation 
for the religious life. 


According to the wishes of Archbishop Fee- 
han, Father Fournier built a church upon a 
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piece of ground liberally donated by Mr. M. 
Sweeny across the road from the novitiate and 
placed the church and parish under the patron- 
age of St. Viator. From two and three miles the 
few Catholic residents came to this church where 
the holy offices of the liturgy were always made 
attractive and edifying by Father Fournier’s 
true Viatorian zeal for whatever pertained to 
the altar and the sanctuary. The novices and 
their teachers, well trained altar boys and a good 
parish choir were always in attendance to help 
carry out the beautiful ceremonial of the church. 

In 1892 a new building was erected which 
became known as St. Viator’s Normal Institute 
and served the purposes of a novice house, pro- 
vincial headquarters and pastoral residence. In 
this roomier lodgement a much larger number 
of young aspirants and novices could be accom- 
modated. The attendance of these younger stu- 
dents and of postulants rose at times above thirty. 

From 1900 to 1904 V. Rev. A. Corcoran, C. 
S. V., being Provincial and pastor of St. Viator’s 
Church, the parish of St. Viator became the 
happy possessor of its first and well-equipped 
parochial school. It was also during this period 
that the church of St. Edward was built by Rev. 
F. J. McCormick, C. S:V., and dedicated by V. 
Rev. Father Corcoran amid the pious rejoicings 
of the grateful people. Father Corcoran’s gen- 
uine piety and scholarly attainments made him 
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a power for good and won him the respect and 
love of the people and of the community over 
which he so gently ruled. Unfortunately the 
impairment of his health put a too speedy end 
to his beneficent career in 1904, when Father 
Fournier again resumed the office of Provincial. 

From 1go1 to 1909 Father Fournier having 
taken charge of the parish of Bourbonnais, Rev. 
J. D. Laplante, C. S. V., was Master of Novices, 
and not having the care of the parish, devoted 
all his attention to the novices. Following out 
the plans of his predecessor he divided the time 
and disposed the work of the novices according 
to the latest canonical requirements. V. Rev. 
J. A. Charlebois became Provincial in 1908, 
when ill health caused the resignation of Father 
Fournier. During his term of office which lasted 
four years, Father Charlebois divided the junior 
students from the’ novices by providing that 
courses of instruction and formation be given to 
these young students at St. Viator College in 
the four years of high school. Father Laplante 
was at the same time appointed to St. Viator 
College, and Father M. J. Breen, C. S. V., was 
called to the novitiate to act as master of novices. 
Under Father Charlebois’ administration Co- 
lumbus College, South Dakota, was established 
and preparations were made for a band to en- 
gage in preaching missions. In 1911 Father 
Breen returning to St. Viator College to become 
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director of seminaries, Rev. E. L. Rivard, C. 
S. V., was appointed to succeed him as master 
of novices, and the year after was appointed Pro- 
vincial to succeed Father Charlebois, who was 
assigned to the pastorate of Bourbonnais. The 
religious zeal, the many talents, and accomplish- 
ments of Father Charlebois had already enabled 
him to do solid and brilliant work as director of 
studies and visitor of schools in the province of 
Montreal and to give a progressive impulse to 
the province of Chicago during his term of of- 
fice as Provincial. His pastoral care of souls 
was also attended by God’s abundant blessings. 


In August, 1915, the province of Chicago 
counted thirty-four priests, twenty-five brothers, 
six novices and twenty junior students. Since 
1882 one hundred and eleven religious made 
vows, either temporary or perpetual; two hun- 
dred and fifty-six junior students and novices 
have been admitted. In 1915 the number of 
those deceased was fourteen, among whom are 
Father Beaudoin, Brother Bernard, Brother 
Martel and Father Roy, the founders of the es- 
tablishment at Bourbonnais, Father Fournier, 
the founder of the province, and Father Cor- 
coran, one of the Provincials. The others, who, 
after nobly devoting themselves to the holy work 
inaugurated by the founders, have now joined 
them, it is fondly hoped, in the enjoyment of 
their reward, are Fathers Boisvert, Langlais, 
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and Chouniard and Brothers Guay, Meehan, 
Langlois, Senecal, and Gareau. 


L’ENVOI. 


Boys who are desirous of entering the relig- 
ious life and who have satisfactorily completed 
the grammar school studies are accepted as 
junior students and are sent to one of our col- 
leges to prosecute their academic studies; when 
these are finished they are received in the novi- 
tiate, usually July 1, are invested with the holy 
habit August 15, and complete their novice- 
ship August 15 of the following year, pronounc- 
ing their vows then, or within a period of six 
months thereafter. The novitiate acquaints 
them with the obligations and advantages of the 
religious life, trains them to the observance of 
its rules and in the practice of its virtues. After 
the completion of their novitiate the young re- 
ligious resume their studies in what is called 
the scholasticate. The scholasticate, or senior 
house of studies, is not yet a separate institution 
in the American province, but is operated in 
connection with the courses offered in our col- 
leges or in universities in America or abroad. 
The Clerics are thus afforded good opportu- 
nities of pursuing such studies as will fit them 
for efficiency in the class room and in the exer- 
cise of the sacred functions of the priesthood. 

The brothers and priests of St. Viator have a 
common rule, live the same common life and 
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share in the same spiritual privileges. Brothers 
may become priests. In the community as a 
whole the vast majority of the members enter 
with the intention of becoming and remaining 
religious brethren. Should they in the course 
of their religious life develop a desire to become 
priests, their wishes are fairly considered and in 
many cases they are advanced to the priesthood. 
Many applicants, however, present themselves 
with the express intention of becoming priests. 
They are admitted. Their success in studies, 
their religious observance and their aptitude for 
the functions exercised by priests in the com- 
munity are among the qualifications required for 
their advancement to the priesthood. 

In the schools and colleges, in the parishes 
and in the missionary field the laborers are still 
far fewer than the abundance and ripeness of 
the harvest would demand. How many a youth 
is perhaps looking for precisely such opportu- 
nities as the community of St. Viator offers him 
of cultivating the talents which God has given 
him and dedicating himself wholly to the high 
and sacred cause of Catholic education. May 
all such aspiring youths find in their parents, 
their pastors and their teachers guides who will 
point out to them the highways of the religious 
life. 
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CHAPTER V. 


FATHER FOURNIER, THE FIRST AMERICAN 
PROVINCIAL. 


With what simplicity and fervor the ancient 
hagiographers chronicled the acts of their saintly 
brethren! Their pens and their glowing hearts 
are the instruments one feels he needs in attempt- 
ing to sketch the life of Father Fournier. Fortu- 
nately such is the abundance of verbal testi- 
monies and of written tribute to the worth of 
Father Fournier that there is left to the chron- 
icler little else besides the love task of translat- 
ing them to these pages for the edification of all 
brave hearts and in the grateful assurance that 
this just man shall be in everlasting remem- 
brance. It will be useful at the outset to submit 
the following list of dates found in the statistics 
kept in the provincial archives: 

Cyril Samuel Fournier, son of Michel Four- 
nier and Margurite Fournier, was born Decem- 
ber 30, 1842; baptized December 31, 1842, in St. 
Etienne de Beaumont, diocese of Quebec, Can- 
ada. 

He attended elementary school at St. Charles 
de Bellechasse, Province of Quebec, where he 
made his first communion in 1852. He was con- 
firmed in 1855. 
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In 1855 he entered the little novitiate of the 
Christian Brothers in Montreal. 

In 1862 he left the Christian Brothers, and 
the same year, he entered the Normal School in 
Quebec. He was graduated from this school in 
June 1864. 


On July 26, 1864, he entered the novitiate of 
the Clerics of St. Viator in Joliette, Canada, took 
the habit August 14 of the same year, pronounced 
his first vows August 2, 1865, and his perpetual 
vows July 27, 1870. He was admitted to the 
majorate August 9, 1873. During the course of 
the year 1873 he received the tonsure and the 
minor and major orders, being ordained priest 
December 20, 1873, by Bishop Edg. Wadhams, 
Ogdensburg, New York. From 1865 to 1873 
he taught in the schools of Vercheres, Laprairie, 
St. Eustache, the Deaf and Dumb Institute, 
Montreal, was director of the School of Aylmer, 
professor in Joliette College, was director of the 
Ogdensburg Cathedral School from 1873 to 
1879, when he became Visitor of the schools of 
the Province of Joliette, retaining this office until 
1882, when he was appointed Provincial and 
Master of Novices of the new American Prov- 
ince. From 1885 to 1888 he was director of the 
Holy Name Cathedral School. From 1888 to 
1900 he resumed charge of the novitiate at St. 
Viator’s Normal Institute, Chicago, and was 
pastor of St. Viator’s parish. In 1900 he resigned 
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the office of Provincial and became pastor of the 
parish of Bourbannais. After the death of Y. 
Rev. A. Corcoran, in 1904, Father Fournier was 
again appointed Provincial, remaining at the 
same time pastor of Bourbonnais until Septem- 
ber, 1908, when failing health compelled him to 
resign the pastorate which was entrusted to Rev. 
M. T. Dugas, C. S. V., and the function of Pro- 
vincial which was assigned to V. Rev. J. A. 
Charlebors, C. S. V. From 1908 to November 
13, 1910, the date of his death, Father Fournier 
was spiritual director of the members of the 
community and of the students at St. Viator Col- 
lege. 


Of the little boy Cyril who received his first 
communion in 1852, being then ten years old, his 
pastor, the Rev. P. Villeneuve, says that he was 
remarkable for his piety and the solid progress 
he made in his studies by his application. As a 
proof of his religious bent it is pointed out that 
shortly after his first communion he manifested 
an eager desire of following his elder brother 
Louis, who at the early age of sixteen had en- 
tered the community of the Christian Brothers, 
and after serving this community with great 
fidelity for twenty-one years died in Latacunga, 
Ecuador. The young Cyril was told both by his 
pastor and the Superior of the Christian Broth- 
ers that he was not old enough yet to be admitted 
and that he must continue his studies. This he 
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did; but immediately after his confirmation in 
1885, being then thirteen years old, he sought 
and obtained admission in the little novitiate of 
the Christian Brothers in Montreal. Here with 
characteristic seriousness he addressed himself 
to the task of becoming a religious and a teacher. 
With his well known decision and resoluteness 
he studied and he prayed. He soon became first 
a promising and then a very efficient member of 
his institute. Early, however, in the period of 
six years which he spent with the Christian 
Brothers, he began to feel an irresistible desire 
to become a priest. His Superiors, eager to re- 
tain him, strongly opposed his design, pointing 
out to him that Providence did not seem to call 
him to this state of life since it had not provided 
him the means of studying in view of the priest- 
hood. At this time he met some Viatorian 
Brothers whom he interrogated concerning the 
possibility of becoming a priest in their com- 
munity. He was told he might become a priest 
in this institute if he had the courage to pursue 
personal studies after the regular hours of work. 
Conscious that he was not lacking this courage 
he felt more than ever impelled to change com- 
munities in order to put.his design into execu- 
tion, and consequently after duly fulfilling all 
his obligations he withdrew from the Brother- 
hood of the Christian Schools in 1862 and re- 
turned home. However, his troubles were not 
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over. His parents peremptorily refused to give 
their consent to his becoming a priest, telling 
him that his project was pure folly and obstinacy, 
and that he should have remained with the 
Christian Brothers who so much regretted his 
leaving them. After long and frequent discus- 
sions it was finally decided that he enter the 
Laval Normal School in Quebec. He entered 
this school in September, 1862, and in June, 
1864, having successfully finished the course and 
obtained the diplomas for teaching primary and 
secondary schools, he came to Joliette, Canada, 
where on July 26 he entered the novitiate of the 
Clerics of St. Viator. It was in this community 
that Brother Cyril Fournier, twenty-two years — 
of age at the time of his admission, was, after 
nine years of successful teaching, of incessant 
study and earnest prayer at length to find the con- 
summation of his holy desire in his ordination 
to the priesthood in 1873. As the sacraments, so 
communities are for men and not vice-versa. 
The church wisely approves a variety of com- 
munities, religious orders and societies so as to 
offer alike to persons of widely different tastes 
and aptitudes equally good opportunities of 
sanctifying themselves and of working for the 
sanctification of others. Brother Fournier hav- 
ing found in the community of St. Viator the 
one which correspond with his aspirations, with 
what he felt and knew to be his vocation, re- 
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mained faithful to the end. The keen sense of 
thankfulness and the incessant and joyful indus- 
try which he displayed in the performance of 
the many tasks that were his portion as a Viato- 
rian may well be taken as evidence that having 
been a true Viatorian he was what God wanted 
him to be. 


The will of God is our sanctification and the 
intent of the church in sanctioning religious in- 
stitutes is that their members become close imi- 
tators of Christ. In what measure poor humans 
attain these ends is known perfectly only to the 
Searcher of hearts. However, after the prac- 
tice of prophets, apostles and saints who bore 
testimony to the saintliness of others, many in- 
deed are those who have in writing and by word 
of mouth signified their sincere appreciation of 
the triumphant results of God’s grace in the 
works accomplished and the virtues practiced 
by Father Fournier. 


One of the oldest members of the Province 
wrote the following simple, but eloquent tribute 
shortly after the death of Father Fournier: “The 
life of this man of God was not brilliant in the 
eyes of the world, but was holy in the sight of 
the Lord who resisteth the proud and giveth his 
grace to the humble. Father Fournier seems to 
have had as his motto these words of the Divine 
Master: ‘Learn of me that I am meek and hum- 
ble of heart.’ He was meek and good, patient 
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and charitable because he was humble, modest, 
simple and without any pretention. He was a 
well beloved Father, and all those who were of 
his jurisdiction, especially those who lived in 
his intimacy, bear him this testimony, that he 
was meek and humble of heart.” 

Another member recalls the quiet, kind way, 
the unfaltering courage and steadfast trust in 
God with which Father Fournier met the dif- 
ficulties which confronted him in the early years 
of the Province; the self-sacrifice and devoted- 
ness which he displayed when from 1885 to 1888 
he became Director of the Holy Name School, 
teaching several hours every day, directing and 
encouraging the other teachers, organizing and 
maintaining the Holy Name cadets at the cost 
of uncounted personal sacrifices, catechizing 
hundreds of boys in the Cathedral and assisting 
the clergy on Sundays. He was an efficient 
teacher. His days were full, he never knew an 
idle moment. Thoughtful of the spiritual needs 
of his Brothers he presided at all the exercises, 
and in weekly conferences made them familiar 
with the contents of the Manual of the Clerics 
of St. Viator which had not yet been translated 
into English. He often spoke to them of the 
advantages of the devotion to the souls in purga- 
tory, which was his special devotion. * * * 
And in Bourbonnais, how admirable his assidu- 
ity and patience in the confessional! Another 
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Curé d’Ars! How examplary were his regular- 
ity and punctuality! He was always the first 
in the chapel for the morning meditation.* * * 
All those who lived with Father Fournier dur- 
ing those last years of his life could say: What 
an example of a truly religious life he has left 
to all-of us!) * * * The virtues which he 
had practiced all his life now shone forth with 
a greater brilliancy as he approcahed the end. 
Here was our dear founder whom we had so ad- 
mired in earlier years as the great central figure 
around whom were entwined the very heart- 
strings of his little struggling community. He 
had sustained us and led us safely through the 
darkest hours of our religious life when the lamp 
of vocation seemed almost extinguished in us. 
Now we behold him, his life work finished, the 
humbled subject in the house. Obedient in the 
smallest detail to the observance of every rule. 
For more than two months before his death Fa- 
ther Fournier was unable to lie down to rest, 
and had to sleep sitting in a chair. His suffering 
must have been intense, yet he never complained. 
Some weeks before his death he was asked if 
he was willing to die. He said: “No, I have 
not suffered enough yet.” However, he told 
Brother Leary who was with him most of the 
time that he wanted to die during the month of 
the Holy Souls, and it was on the 13th of No- 
vember that he breathed his last. May his dear 
soul rest in peace. 
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Such is the testimony of a brother whose close 
imitation of the life of Father Fournier is the 
best proof of the sincerity of his admiration. 

How well Father Fournier, though not a na- 
tive American, could adapt himself to American 
conditions, how well he knew the American boy, 
and how he endeared himself to his students can 
be seen from the following communication sent 
to the Ogdensburg News of August 11, 1908, by 
a former student of the Ogdensburg Cathedral 
School. The letter is dated from Kankakee, II1., 
August 8, 1908, and signed N. H. M. It reads 
in part as follows: 

“Editor News: 


“To the Brown, Callahan, Callanan, Cos- 
grove, Conley, Daly, Donahue, Dowd, Hackett, 
Hallihan, Hickey, Houlihan, Keating, Kelly, 
Lynch, McCaffrey, McDonald, McClellan, 
Mulvaney, Murphy, O’Hara, O’Horo, O’Lear, 
O’Neil, and Ryan boys who used to climb to the 
fourth story of the Averill Bank Building over 
thirty years ago to acquire the “three R’s” along 
with a substantial knowledge of bookkeeping, and 
Bible history and Christian doctrine at the hands 
of Rev. Cyril Fournier, I would like to say it 
was my great privilege to call and see the teacher 
who did so much to equip each and every one 
so well for life’s battle. Father Fournier is par- 
ish priest of Bourbonnais parish, where the Col- 
lege of St. Viator is located about two miles 
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from Kankakee. He is also Provincial of the 
order and informed me that his life was busier 
than ever. The same round figure, greets one 
with the same smile of years ago, but the brown 
bristly hair is a shade lighter than iron gray now. 
He inquired about all the old boys he could re- 
member and ever so many of the cathedral con- 
gregation, where he was the effcient master of 
ceremonies so long. He regretted that he had 
never saved rolls of the students as he would 
like occasionally to refer to the old names. Cer- 
tainly none of the thousands of boys who imbibed 
knowledge from Father Fournier can ever for- 
get him; to forget him who labored so earnestly 
for all, would mean to be sans memory, sans 
everything.” 


The voluminous correspondence of the Cana- 
dian Superiors and confreres with Father Four- 
nier and with the members of his Province 
would reveal countless expressions of the high 
esteem in which Father Fournier was held by 
those who always reckoned his going from them 
a great loss. From afar they laud his work and 
applaud the worker. His own letters reflect his 
qualities of orderliness, neatness, clearness, defi- 
niteness, prudence, force.and suavity. His rela- 
tions with the hierarchy and with the V. Rev. 
Superior General were always marked by rever- 
ence and cordiality. His yearly official reports 
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to Bishops or to the Superior General were mod- 
els of accuracy and timeliness, 

A natural shyness, which in him seemed raised 
by grace to the supernatural virtue of humility, 
made him shrink from public demonstrations, 
addresses and formal compliments. However, 
on the occasion of his silver jubilee, after cele- 
brating a solemn high mass of thanksgiving in 
the chapel of St. Viator College and listening to 
the sermon given on the occasion, he submitted 
to an address read to him on behalf of the fac- 
ulty and students of the college in the course of 
which he was cordially thanked for supplying 
the college with so many capable teachers in- 
flamed with his own zeal and fashioned after 
his own lofty educational and religious ideals. 

V. Rev. Cyril Fournier, C. S. V., was one of 
the Fathers of the Third Plenary Council of 
Baltimore, and he several times assisted at the 
quinquennial chapters of the community, held 
in France. His advice on questions of church, 
community and school government was of the 
highest value. 

Leaving aside an abundance of newspaper 
comments, of other written and verbal tributes 
which will be treasured and handed down to 
those who will in years to come write a more 
complete biography of Father Fournier, the 
compiler of the present sketch begs to submit 
the following testimony, the filial homage of 
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one who considers it his most precious privilege 
to have been under Father Fournier’s guidance 
as a novice. He writes as follows his estimate 
of Father Fournier as Master of Novices, as 
Provincial and as pastor: 


‘The spiritual conferences given by Father 
Fournier either in the novitiate, during the an- 
nual retreats or at occasional reunions, remain 
among the most solid, salutary, simple and prac- 
tical advices I have heard on the religious life. 
I do not know of any confrere who does not con- 
cur with me in this sentiment. Father Four- 
nier’s conferences covered the entire range of 
subjects pertaining to the religious life and the 
spiritual means of persevering in it, and included 
a number of instructions on practical pedagogics. 
Zealous himself, as a true Viatorian, for the re- 
ligious instruction of youth and the service of 
the altar, he kindled in the hearts of his novices 
his own ardor for education, and with tireless 
patience infused into them the secret of his 
catechetical skill, the principles of his pedagog- 
ical art and left them profoundly impressed with 
the supreme worth of practical tact and good 
sense in a teacher. He has left our province a 
number of young religious fashioned after his 
own heart who are rendering splendid service 
to the cause of our institute, the school and the 
altar. His conferences were usually punctuated 
with quaint apothegms, were rich in scriptural 
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quotations and often illustrated by examples that 
never failed to enlighten the mind and to move 
the heart. Warning his teachers against the 
danger of taking nice, good boys into their too 
intimate confidence, the familiarity that breeds 
contempt, he would repeat the unfailing excuse 
offered by these unwary teachers: “Oh, but he 
is a good boy!” Then he would add: “Yes, 
well let him remain good; and the teacher too; 
water is good, earth is good. Mix them together 
and what have you got? Mud!” Invariably 
the conference was preceded by the accusation of 
external faults. When a novice through timid- 
ity, forgetfulness or otherwise failed to exhibit 
his shortcomings Father Fournier would, so to 
speak, put him at his ease by saying: “Shake 
the bag,” imitating the motions of a farmer shak- 
ing a grainsack. Hehad learned the skill which 
St. Paul taught to Timothy when he wrote: “Be 
instant in season and out of season: reprove, en- 
treat, rebuke in all patience and doctrine.” (2 
Pim, IV 22) 


For the novices Father Fournier was at all 
times a model of piety and regularity. With 
them he was kind, paternal, serious, even grave, 
but not morose, for he could laugh and knew 
how to enliven by amusing and instructive anec- 
dotes the recreation which he ordinarily spent 
with the novices. It is no wonder that his occa- 
sional absences from home, necessitated by im- 
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portant affairs outside, were always felt to be 
too frequent and too long and that his return to 
the novitiate was always hailed with joy. 

Father Fournier was never unmindful of the 
material comforts of the novices. Indeed, one 
of his chief cares was to provide them all that 
was necessary to insure the growth of a sound 
soul in a sound body: a good table, games, 
walks, and a judicious amount of manual labor, 
all of which was excellently calculated to keep 
the soul in the best condition for study and 
prayer. Hence it is that one and all reckon their 
happiest days those spent in the novitiate. 

And yet the Master of Novices was not rich, 
and ordinarily the novices brought him little 
apart from their good dispositions. But he had 
the knack of making a dollar go a long way, and, 
while he abhorred rags and slovenliness, he was 
skillful in practicing and teaching others the 
art or virtue of making clothes, shoes and books 
last a long time and of being satisfied to eat what 
was set before them. Thus, through good man- 
agement, while cheerfully experiencing the dis- 
comforts of religious poverty, through the con- 
sistent application of his favorite principle: 
“Fiundreds of dollars for necessaries, but not a 
cent for superfluities,’ he was enabled to ex- 
change the narrow quarters of the first novice 
house for more spacious ones, and finally to pro- 
vide for the novices their present commodious 
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home at Belmont and Crawford Avenues, Chi- 
cago. This house is distinctly his work and is 
the result both of his financial skill and of his 
tireless power of pioneering, or better his abne- 
gation. To lodge for long periods in impro- 
vised quarters, to lack even necessaries, to suf- 
fer cold and heat, and fatigue from a multiplicity 
of tasks was his daily bread for years. But he 
would comfort himself and those around him 
by saying: “We do not make the vow of pov- 
erty to play at being millionaires.” 

During nearly his entire life in this Province, 
Father Fournier had two and sometimes even 
three onerous functions to fulfill: he was Pro- 
vincial, master of novices and pastor at the 
same time. Even thus much employed he made 
himself all to all, becoming the “servus servorum 
Domini,” lending his valuable services, now to 
his confreres in charge of parishes, now supply- 
ing the place of a sick teacher in college or 
school. This desire to be of service prompted 
him to take up the direction of the Holy Name 
School from 1882 to 1885. Here we see him 
at his favorite occupation: teaching. Of his 
work there “The Viatorian” of October, 1908, 
says: 

‘The young had never a more devoted friend 
and there are few who could excel him in the 
art of interesting the young. An event showing 
his devotion to the young and at the same time 
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his humility occurred during his term as director 
of the Holy Name School for Boys in Chicago. 
Certain conditions then prevailing made the re- 
taining of boys at the school a difficult problem, 
so Father Fournier organized the little fellows 
into a band of Zouaves. At this time he was 
not only director of the school, but also Pro- 
vincial of the Congregation of St. Viator; but 
neither title nor position unsteadied his steps 
along the ways of humility. Many of the fam- 
ilies were not in the best circumstances, and 
rather than ask them for the price of a uniform 
for their boys he went from store to store in the 
downtown districts and begged enough material 
for the suits, took it home, measured each lad, 
cut the cloth to the measure and sent it home to 
the mothers to finish the suit. Such were the 
acts of kindness that continually dropped from 
his hands. Of few could it be more fittingly said 
that his delight was to be with the children of 
men.” 


As pastor, Father Fournier, besides his many 
other admirable qualities, was remarkable above 
all for his tireless assiduity at the confessional, 
and his care of the sick. He was fond of beauti- 
ful ceremonies and of God’s house. With eager- 
ness and generosity did his parishioners in Chi- 
cago and in Bourbonnais second his efforts for 
the erection and the embellishment of churches, 
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the organization and maintenance of choirs and 
devotional associations. 


As Provincial Father Fournier was eminently 
just. Free alike from prejudice and from fa- 
voritism he treated all with equal impartiality. 
His prudence in financial transactions left the 
Province in unencumbered possession of the val- 
uable property of St. Viator’s Normal Institute. 
His prudence, which may have seemed a lack 
of progressiveness, prompted him to decline 
many attractive offers to open new schools and 
colleges in distant parts of the country and bade 
him rather concentrate his force of teachers in 
the already established institutions and parishes 
where they were needed. Thus, whereas in 1882 
only six of the entire staff of teachers at St. Vi- 
ator College were members of the community, a 
few years after that there were twenty and later 
there were thirty. Similarly the Holy Name 
School was inaugurated with a limited staff of 
Viatorian teachers aided by several seculars who 
were in time replaced by community members. 
This was conservative progress. 


Father Fournier possessed in a high degree 
the distinctive quality of a major or counsellor, 
viz. discretion. It is true he may have appeared 
cold, silent, uncommunicative, preferring to be 
alone than with company. However, he was 
quite accessible, and as he was known to be a 
man of few words, his religious felt that to tell 
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him their pains and troubles was to lock them 
in his heart where they were sure to remain as 
confessional secrets. Hence, if they approached 
him with a certain effort, it was always with the 
confidence of being heard, of receiving wise 
counsel and fatherly encouragement and with 
the assurance that their confidence would be 
sacredly respected. 

Finally, another virtue which shone forth in 
Father Fournier, especially in the last two years 
of his life, was his patience in sickness. He edi- 
fied us all by his resignation, his eagerness to 
receive the sacraments, his courtesy towards all, 

his thankfulness to his caretakers, and his anxiety 
“not to cause anyone unnecessary trouble or 
fatigue. As he had been an exact observer of 
the rule in his years of health and activity, so 
_too did he observe to the letter what is prescribed 
in our Manual for times of sickness. Twice dur- 
ing the two years of his languishing illness he 
received extreme unction; and he had the con- 
solation of receiving holy communion the day 
before his death. Several times during these two 
years, and especially as he neared the end, he 
asked all his confreres’ pardon for the faults of 
iwhich he thought himself guilty. Not a few 
brethren would come from those visits with 
moist eyelids, saying: “What a holy man! If 
he does not go straight to heaven, the best that 
most of us can hope for is a very long pur- 
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gatory.” As in health he had sanctified himself 
by labor, so in illness he further sanctified him- 
self by such repeated acts of perfect patience as 
must have atoned for the frailties with which he 
reproached himself. 


It is not seldom that personal contact with 
men of sterling virtue draws out in others cor- 
respondingly precious qualities; and it seems 
just and proper to note here how edifying it was 
to witness in the closing months of Father Four- 
nier’s life the filial devotedness of the good 
Brother who took care of him. It was as if 
Providence had expressly designed that these 
two religious should act conjointly to give us all 
an example of resignation on the one hand and 
of devotedness on the other. Such spiritual facts 
are not soon forgotten. 


Father Fournier passed quietly away in the 
early hours of November 13, 1910. On Novem- 
ber 15 a large number of priests, of teaching Sis- 
ters, of his former pupils and parishioners, of 
students and of members of the community 
piously assembled in the parish church of Bour- 
bonnais where the solemn high mass of requiem 
was celebrated by the V. Rev. J. A. Charlebois, 
C. S. V., Provincial, who also gave the last ab- 
solution. Before the remains were escorted to 
their humble resting place in the community 
cemetery, the following sermon was preached by 
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Rev. E. L. Rivard, C. S. V., of the faculty of St. 
Viator College: 

“They that instruct many to justice shall shine 
as stars for all eternity.” (Dan. XII-3.) 

Two kindred forces are ever found insep- 
arably linked and coming down side by side 
through the ages in the historic development of 
Christianity, viz., the priesthood and monasti- 
cism; the presbytery organizing the Christian 
body, the monastery offering opportunity to 
elite souls for the pursuit of perfection accord- 
- ing to the evangelical counsels. 

This is why those who are intent upon arrest- 
ing the progresses of Christianity, those Godless 
men whose aim is to dechristianize nations, ban- 
ish the monks and nuns, and seek in every con- 
ceivable way to paralyze the action of the secu- 
lar clergy. For, indeed, look back through the 
centuries and you note that alongside the great 
popes and bishops and priests who organ- 
_ized parishes and built great churches and ca- 
' thedrals there were monks and nuns who built 
; schools and universities and orphanages and hos- 
pitals for the elevation and solace of the human 
, race. Hand in hand with the great Gregories 
| and the Leos, from first to last, work an Augus- 
tine, a Benedict, a Dominic, Francis, an Ignatius. 
The monks are the strong right arm of the pa- 
pacy and the episcopacy. They stir and lead 
great international movements, such as the cru- 
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sades, as did Peter the Hermit and St. Bernard. 
They stand foremost in stimulating scholarship 
and scientific investigation, as Thomas of Aquin, 
Bonaventure, Scotus, Roger Bacon and Coper- 
nicus. Monks and nuns are active in every field 
of beneficent endeavor. 

In face of these historic facts, we may ask 
ourselves what is the secret of the power of 
these men of the cloister? And the answer must 
be that the more a man gives up of those things 
which satisfy self, the richer he grows in powe~ 
to be of service to others, to influence and bene- 
fit others, to elevate and guide them to the 
grandest moral conquests. Indeed, the volun- 
tary destitution of the monk becomes the treas- 
ury of his power of charity; his chaste aloofness 
from the world becomes the secret of his power 
to draw the sinful world in penitential tears at 
his feet; his oath of obedience is the pregnant 
source of authority which makes him a leader of 
souls, a king of consciences, and a captain of 
salvation. And why should this be? Again, 
because the taller a man grows the farther he 
can see, the wider becomes the horizon he em- 
braces. So, too, the more a man grows out of 
self, the higher he grows until he nearly touches 
the heavens where glow the star fires, and from 
thence he catches some of the bright light and 
sacred warmth which endow him with a capa- 
bility for supernatural works, so that he passes 
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among men as a carrier of heavenly light and a 
diffuser of the warmth of divine love. 

Father Fournier was both priest and religious. 
A little less than a century ago a community 
was established whose fundamental principle is 
that its members shall be the adjutants of the 
secular clergy in the sanctuary and in the 
school. Nearly fifty years ago Father Four- 
nier entered the ranks of this congregation and 
has all these years labored faithfully as brother, 
as catechist, as priest, as provincial visitor, as 
procurator and Provincial Superior. Why at- 
tempt to relate his life in detail? He has writ- 
ten it in our hearts, in our consciences, upon 
our souls, and has written it in ineffaceable char- 
acters of beneficence, for, as the Divine Master, 
he passed among men in doing good to all— 
“transiit benefaciendo”—in doing good in the 
confessional, at the altar, in the pulpit, in school 
and college by the power of his word and the 
eloquence of his example. As his spiritual chil- 
dren we are unanimously moved thus to voice 
in unison our sentiments of filial reverence and 
genuine gratitude in bidding our good Father 
this last farewell: He passed among us in doing 
good. 

What especially consecrates the memory of 
Father Fournier is his indefatigable work as 
an educator, as a teacher of the young and as a 
teacher of teachers. It is true to say that Father 
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Fournier spent the greatest part of his life in 
the schoolroom. Indeed, as the prophet de- 
clared in speaking of Divine Wisdom, it was his 
delight to be among the children of men; his 
life was a realization of the appealing motto of 
our community, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me.” So we find him with the young 
in Aylmer, in Montreal, in Joliet, Canada, in 
Ogdensburg, N. Y.; in Chicago, and here in 
Bourbonnais. Not hundreds, but thousands of 
youths have passed under his gentle ferrule. 


In all these places Father Fournier gave 
abundant proof of his skill as a teacher, for he 
was thoroughly trained in pedagogics, and he 
likewise evidenced an unflagging zeal as a cate- 
chist, for, as a Christian educator, he believed 
in the absolute necessity of the spiritual and 
moral training of the youth; that it is useless, 
and even dangerous, to teach their minds the 
multiplication table unless you at the same time 
write on their consciences the Table of the Law. 

Withdrawn by authority from the exclusive 
tasks of the classroom, he came here in 1882 to 
found a new province, to organize a new center 
of educational force. As all pioneers, he 
wrought heroically in establishing his normal 
school for the thorough training of teachers. 
Often would he repeat to his band of novices: 
‘““A good teacher is the greatest blessing, and a 
poor one the greatest misfortune of youth,” and 
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again: “Multiply good teachers and you can 
proportionately diminish policemen.” “A good 
teacher must love his work and must possess the 
art of making any subject interesting.” He 
spared no pains and lavished upon his young 
teachers all the attention and time he could dis- 
pose of and gave them the rich results of his 
vast experience and profound theoretic knowl- 
edge. If we are not better teachers, it is surely 
not his fault, but solely because we did not prove 
more docile material in his skillful hands. If 
today our institutions are equipped with facul- 
ties of capable professors, if expansion has been 
possible and other schools, even in the far-away 
Dakotas, have been established, it is due to the 
efforts of Father Fournier, who formed and pre- 
pared new and young teachers to take the places 
of those whom age and infirmity and death have 
removed from the service of the schools. 

We had in Father Fournier not only a most 
capable novice master, but also our first Pro- 
vincial Superior. Fain would I dwell upon his 
eminent practical wisdom, his prudence, his dis- 
cretion, his gentle firmness, his paternal solici- 
tude, his justice towards all his subjects alike, 
his dignity tempered with a patient kindness, a 
simple goodness which made him readily ac- 
cessible to all, and endowed his words with a 
sweet unction which was ever a comforting balm 
for sore hearts. 
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But what I desire especially to emphasize and 
what we always found most admirable in our 
Superior was his worship of the rule. Father 
Fournier was a splendidly consistent religious, 
which means a man who is pledged to live ac- 
cording to a rule. And well might he revere 
his rule, for what law is in the state, the rule 
is in a religious community; that is, an ordi- 
nance of reason directing all to the same end by 
the same means. It is not force, coercion, or 
caprice, but a dictate of reason, and hence com- 
mends itself to man’s intellect, whose offspring 
it is. Father Fournier knew that both on prin- 
ciple and historically respect for the rule has 
ever been for religious communities the element 
of their inward strength and stability as well as 
the secret of their power for good. Hence, the 
rule became a passion for him; it produced in 
him the beautiful orderliness of his own life and 
gave him power to influence others and to infuse 
into them his own love of the rule. 

Many a time, no doubt, the good Father re- 
flected with spiritual satisfaction upon the words 
of the royal Psalmist as we read them daily in 
the sixth hour: “How I have loved Thy law, 
O Lord, for it is my meditation the livelong 
day.” Indeed, in the eyes of the religious his 
rule is akin to God’s law in his regard, since it 
is approved and sanctioned by God’s Church. 

And yet a religious rule, excellent as it is and 
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admirable as it looks from afar, is in reality a 
slow martyrdom compared with which, as St. 
Thomas intimates, the speedy martyrdom of the 
arena is in a sense a gentle luxury. However, 
as certain great Saints so loved martyrdom that 
they clasped to their breast the instruments of 
their torture and even rushed into the fire, thus 
identifying forever their sainted personality 
with the very instruments of their torture, so, 
too, the true religious becomes identified with 
his rule, which is both the instrument of his 
sanctity and the external symbol of his glory. 
Father Fournier’s daily life was an exact copy 
of the Manual of the Clerics of St. Viator, to 
the minutest detail. Even in the long months 
of his lingering illness he complied to the letter 
with the chapter of the rule book on “The Sick 
Religious,” a model of patience and resignation 
to Divine Providence, eager only for the pray- 
erful suffrages of his confreres, anxious not to 
discomfort others and thankful for the least 
service. 

It is thus we, his religious subjects, have 
known Father Fournier, and it is because he has 
blazed before us the shining example of his hu- 
mility that we revere him and shall keep holy 
his memory, in which we shall find inspiration 
to persevere in our efforts to scale the rugged 
hill of Christian perfection. And you, too, 
faithful parishioners of Bourbonnais and of St. 
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Viator’s in Chicago, are come in large numbers 
to unite with us and the students in paying a 
last tribute of gratitude to the memory of this 
good priest who is passing from among us. The 
testimony of your numbers is eloquent. . . . 

And now his race is run, his course is finished, 
and he can say with the great Apostle: “I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith, and 
there is laid up for me a crown of justice which 
the just judge will render me.” 

Then for us all here on earth has come the 
supreme moment of final separation and eternal 
adieu. Farewell, then, O good soul of our good 
Father, soul thrice touched by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the triple seal of God’s anoint- 
ing, soul of Christian, soul of soldier of Christ, 
soul of priest. It is but a few days ago that the 
Church in her pious exhortations bade you de- 
part in the name of God, in the name of Christ, 
in the name of the Holy Ghost, in the name of 
the angels and Saints. Yes, it is but yesterday 
we bade you, O spirit not of this earth, rise on 
your white pinions and soar home to the starry 
realms, to the true home of the soul, to dwell 
in peace, in bliss, in vision, in ecstacy of knowl- 
edge and of love with the seraphs and cherubs 
and all pure, clean and sanctified spirits! O 
may you already have reached the beatifying 
presence of God, whom you served so well! But 
if some slight stain still retard your entrance 


The Viatorians 253 


into the clean courts of heaven, be assured that 
our prayers will not be wanting to advance your 
bliss. 

And you, poor corpse! there is still upon your 
feet the dust of the schoolroom. O but when 
you rise from your long sleep every grain of 
this sanctifying dust shall be converted into 
brightest jewels to adorn your crown withal, so 
true is it that what the Saints sow in tears they 
reap in gladness. There is about your garments 
still the fragrant breath of childhood, the smell 
of youth. By this sign, were it needed in 
heaven, they, your friends, the children, the 
cherished lambs of Christ, will know you and 
will acclaim and bless you as their lover, their 
constant friend, their father. St. Viator will 
know you as his own, De la Salle will know you, 
Ignatius, Dominic, Benedict will know you, and 
will welcome you among the bright assembly 
of holy men who people the heavenly Jerusalem. 

The angels, too, will know by this earthly fra- 
grance that you are from the earth, but they will 
know also that you were associated with the 
angels of the earth, the children of men, whose 
visible guardian angel you were, and they, too, 
will glorify you. 

When you rise at the trumpet call of the Arch- 
angel and appear for your reward with these 
tokens of devotion to the welfare of the young, 
tokens of kindness done to the least of Christ’s 
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little ones, then He Himself, the great Teacher, 
must needs with His own hand place upon your 
head the crown of the faithful teacher and ap- 
provingly say: “Well done, good and faithful 
teacher; enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 

We bury this body, but upon the brink of this 
foss let us hopefully recall that what we plant 
in corruption shall rise in incorruption, and 
every time we pass by that fresh-made mound 
on yonder hill let us piously remember the words 
of Sacred Writ that it is a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead. May our good 
Father rest in peace and may perpetual light 
shine upon him. Amen. 
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